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1 Samuetl x5x. 21. ift Part. 

Suf Abifoaifaid^ Shall not Sbmei h put 

'to death for this /•— 



— TT has not a good afped- 



I 



This is the fecond t\mc jibijbai 
has prppbfed ShimePs deftruftion ; once 
in 'the i*6th -chapter, on a-fudden trans- 
port of indignation, when Shimei curfed 
S^d, — " Why Jhould this dead dog^ 
•* cried Abijhai^ cur/e my lord the king ? 
** let me go over^ I pray thee^ and cut off 

" his head,'' This had fomething at 

lead of gallantry in it ; for in doing 
it, he hazarded his own.; and befides 
the offender was not odierwife to be 
.conie at : the fecond time, is in the 
text-; when the ofiender was abfoltitely 

in their power ^hen the blood was ' 

cool ; and the fiippliant was holding up 
his hands for mercy. 

^ — Shalt not Shifrtei, in^^ered Abiihai, 
be put to death f(» this ? So uiirelenting 

B z » P^r- 
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a purfixit looks fcfs like jnfticethan re- 
venge, which is fo cowardly a paflion^ 
*4hftt k renders Abilhai's firft inftance 
moft inccaififtent with the fecoiid. I 
fhs^ll not endeavour to reconcile them ; 
hut cohfind the difcOurfe finiply vo Shi- 
mei ; and make fuch reflexions upon his 
character as may he of ufe to fociety. 

Upon Ac news of hi« fon Abfilom^s 
confpiracy, David had fled from JeriA- 
lein, and from, his own houfe for iafety : 
ihe reprefcntation given of the manner 

of it, is truly affeding : never was a 

ibene of forrow fo full of diftrefs ! . 

The king fled with all his b<m(hold 
tp fave bimfclf from the fword of the 
man he loved : he fled with dl the marks 
of humble forrow — " wiiJ^ bis bead co-* 
ver'd and barefoot {* and aa he went by 
tiie afcent of mount Olivet, tb^^facred 
brfliorian fays he wept — ibme ^k^ifome 
£:6neSf perhaps, which there had pafs'di 
—fome hours of feftivity he had fliared^ 
with Abfalom in better days, preifed ten- 
derly upon nature^ — ^he wept at this 
&d viciffimde of things :*^«.«-.and all th^ 

^ people 
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SERMON I.. ) 

pfeople that were with hint^ fmitten with 
his affliftion, covered each man bis bead 
peeping as be went up. 

• 
It was on this occafion, when David 
bad got to Bahurimi that Shimei the fori 
of Gcra, as wc read in the 5th verfe^ 
came out : — was jt with the <:hoicej(l 
oik he could gather from mount Olivet^. 
to pour into his wounds ? — ^Tinies and 
troubles had not done enough ; and 
thou camefl out, Shimei^ to add thy 
portion-^ — 

. ^* jtnd as be came^ be curfed Davids 
emd tbrew ftonts and cafi dvft at him \ and 
tbusfaid Sbimei'i when be curfed : Go to^ 
tbou man of Belial — tbou haft fought hlood^ 
'^ahd behold thou art caught in iby own 
mif chief \ for now hath the Lord returned 
upon thee aU the blood of Saul and his 
boufe. 

There is nq fmaB ile^ee of malicious 
craft iij .fixing ..upofu , a feafqij: to give % 
mark of enmity and rll will ;. a vjprd^--^. 
'^ look, which at one time would make 
|io impreflion — at another time wounds 

B 3 , the 



6 SERMON I. 

tbe heart; and like a fhaft flying "wkh 
the wind, pierces deep, * which, with its 
own natural force, woiild ' fcarce have 
reached the objeft aimed at. 

This feemed to have been Shrmei's 
hopes : but exccfs of malice makes men* 
too qui^^kfighted even for thefr own piir-> 
pofe. Could Shimei poflibJy^have waited' 
for the ebb of David*s pailions, and* tilf 
the firfl: great confRdl withiii him ha<J 
been over — then the reproach of bemg 
guilty of Saul's blood mufl: havehurt hini 
•^his heart was pofleffed with other feel- 
ings — i t ' bled. f6r the deacfly fting whfch 
Abfalom had given hi in — hefeltnotthetn*' 
dignity of aftranger — Behold^ inyfonAbfa^ 
lonty who came out of my bowels^ feekefh 
jfiy life — how much' more may Shimei do it f" 
^ — let him alone ; it may he tbe Lord maf 
look upon my afflrflioHy and requite me good 
for this eviV* 

' An injury tthailfwered in courfe ^ows 
'#eary of itfclf, arid dies a*ay in a voiun-. 
-tary remorfe. 



IXi 



. Jxi ted difpdfitiops capable of no fcJ^ 
ftjakjt Init fea^-rr-^r-it has a different ^fr. 

fedl the filent digeftion of one wrong 

-provokes a fiscond. He purfues him with 
iJic fame inveftive ; and as David and his 
men wenf hy the way, Sinntei went ahng 
•iur the bilPs^ Jide &U0r againfi bim ; and 
surfed as Jbe'Wfnf^ aitdcafi duji at bina 

The infolenceofbafe minds in fucceft 
iil boundlefe ^^ and would fcarce admit 
of a compari<bii,.did not they themfeivcfc 
iiarnifli i ifs with obe in the degrees of 
their abje<flton wjien evil returns upon 
them — ^tbe fame poor heart which ex- 
ckes ungenerous tempers to triumph o- 
arer a.&UmBdveffary ;.in fome inilances 
-jGsems to^ exalte theim^ above the point of 
coura^; ilnk^ th^m in others even bel- 
low. oowardke.—-^Not tmlifce fome lit- 
)de particles of matter ftruck off from the 
fiiri^e of the diiit by* funihine-Kiance 
«od ,fporc:theye. whiiibit.- la^Sr—but the 
moment 'tis witlidrawn—^they fall down 
-^for duft they are — ^and unto duft they 
will return— *^—whilft firmer and. larger 
bodies pi?eferve the ftations^Vhich nature 
: 4 .i - B'-^' • - has 



has af&gned tfaeni^ {ahgp&ed t6 Uw$ 
which na change of weather can aincr. * : 

r 
• ' <* * 

, . . ' 1 . — 

This laft, did not febm to be Shiontei's 
cafe ; in all David^s pro^rity> there is 
Tio mendoh made of himr^r^r-rhe thruft 
himfetf forward into ^e circle, and .po& 
fibly was niinibcred anpongft friends ao4 
well-wiftiers. 

When the fcene chtoge% and David^a 
troubles force him to leave hia houfela 
defpair— — -Shinj^i is tbe firft man wfe 
hear of, who comes oiM ag^nft hun. 



f ♦ 



The wheel turas round once nK>r€ ; 
Abfalom is caft down and David Returns 
in peace— -^--Shijliei &its!'his behaviotdr 
to the occaiiont and is the £rft manalft 
who haftes to greet hi m ■ a nd had th* 
wheel turn'd round an hundred timesi 
Shimei, I dare fay, in eyery period of 
its rotation, woilld have been xx^ppcs^ 
moft, .i 

' * * * 

O Shimei ! would to hesiYtn whco 
thou waft flain, that all $hy family had 
been flain with thee -, and not one of 

thy 
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t% refemblance left ! but ye hare mul- 
tiplied exceedingly and replehiflied the 
earth ; and if I prophecy rightl y ■■ - 
Ye will in tlie zxidfuhdue it. » 

' ' " . 

There is not a charaft^ in the worldL 
^hich has fo bad an influence upon the 
flfFairs of it, as this of Shimei : whilft 
power tneets with honeft checks, and 
the evils of life with; hcmeft refugei the 
world will never be undone; but thou,» 
Shimei, hail lipped it at both fetremes;^ 
for thou corrupted profperity— *-and^ 
*lis thou who haft broken the heart of 
poverty : and fo long as worthlefsfpirits,: 
can be ambitious ones, 'tis a charader 
we :fliall never want. O ! it infefts tlie 
court — ;— the camp— the cabinet— r — 
it infiefts the chyrch— — -go where yotr 

will ^in every quarter, in every pro-* 

fcflion,. you fee a Shimei following the 
wheels of the fcitunate through thicfe 
mireiifld clay.* 



ttmtmmtm- ~ 



— — Haft'e,. Shimei ! hafte ; o* 

thou wilt be undone for ever — — Shi- 
tiiti girdetft^ up Jiis' loihsand fpctedeth 
after hi^^-*•U•behold the^hand which go-? 
. . ., B 5 vcrns 



to SERMON 1 

verns every thing, ^^takes the wheels'- 

from off his chariot, fo that he who* 

driveth, driveth on heavily Shimei 

doubles his fpeed- but *tis the con- 
trary way ; he flies Hke the wind o'er 
a Tandy defart, and the .place thereof 

(hall know it no more ftay, Shimei ! 

^tis your patron— —your friend ^your 

benefaftor ; 'tis the man who has 

raifed you from the dunghil 'tis all 

one to Shimei : Shimei is die barometer 
of every ^an's fortune ; marks the rife 
and fall of it, with all the variations 
from fcorching hot to freezing cold upon 
his countenance, that the fimile:will ad- 
mit of. Is a cloud upon thy affairs ?. 

——fee — ' — it hangs over Shimei's brow 
h aft thou been fpoken for to the king 
or the captain of the hoft without fuc* 
cefe? — ^ — ^look not into the court-kalen- 
dar ^the vacancy is fill'd up in Shi- 
mei's face art thou in debt ? — '- — 

tho' not to Shimei ■ n o matter the 

worft^ officer of the law (hall not be more 
infolent. 

What then, Shimei, is the guilt of 
poverty fo black-— —is it of (b general a 

condeia 
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kjMccrc, that thou aad all tky family 
muft rife up as one man: to reproach it ? 

whea it Ibft eyeryithin^-— did it 

lofe the right^to pity^ too ? or did he, who 
■tnaketh poor ^ well ^ maketh rich, flrip 
it of itst. natural powers to mollify the 
hearts and fupple the temper of youp 

race ?^ Truft me, ye have much to 

wfwer-for. ;* it is this- treatment which it 
has ever met with from ipirits like your^, 
which h^S'gradually.taught the world to 
Jook upon.it as the greateft of evils, and 
fliun it as the worft difgrace — and what 
is it, I befepch you — p— what is it that 
.man will, not do, to keep clear of fo fore 
.an in^utation and :. piiniftiment ? — is it 
not, to fly from this, that be njis early 
'-■ — "late takes, reft j and eats the bread of 

jcarefulnefs ? that be plots, contrives 

^wears— ^:-lies --^ fhuffles ^putji 

on ajl (hapefr- tries all garments, 

wears them, with thisy , or that fide out* 
ward^ — -juft as it favours bis efcape. 

They who have confideredour^ nature, 
affirm,, .that iitjame and difgrace are two 
of the fnoff lAfiipportable evils of human 
life J 'the courage and fpirits of many 

have 
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have mafter'd other misfortiuies and 
borne thexnfelves up ogainik them ; but 
the wifeft and beft of fouls have ndt beeh 
a match for thde ; and wehave many a 
tr^tcal tnftance cm record^ whftt greateir 
evils have been run into> riierely to avoid 
this one* 

Without this tax of infiimy, poverty, 
with all the burdens it lays upon our flefh 
«— fo long as it is virtuous, cojild never 
break the fpirits of a man ; all its hun- 
ger, and pain and nakednefs, are no- 
thing to it, they have fome counterpoife 
of good ^ and befides they are direAed 
by providence, and miifl: be fiibmitt^d 
to : but thofe are afHi<ftions not from th* 

hand of God or nature " for tbey ^ 

tome forth oftheDVsr^ and moft proper- 
ly may be faid to fprin^ out' of i^ 
GROUND, and this is the teafon they fey 
fuch'ftrefs upon our patience,--^— arid in 
the end^ create fuch a diftruft of the 
world,' as makes us look up and 
pray. Let me fall into thy i>anis^ OGod! 
but let me not fait "into the bands 'of men^i* 

^ Agree- 
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" Agreeable to this was the advicei 

Eliphas to Job in the day c^ Ms diHreC 

^^■acquaint tbyfelfy faid he, no 

nvitb God ;'*-*-*mdeed his poverty feem 

to have left him nooflier : thie iwords ^ 

• • • » 

the Sabeans had frighciied them z^m 
■ ■ ■ a ll but a few friends ; and of wh 
kind they were, the very proverb, < 
Jvb^s comforters^-'-'^i^jz enoughs 

It is aji inftance which givey one gre 
concern for human nature, ** That 
man, who always v)ept ,for him who ^s 
in trouble y ■ . * who never faw any perij 
for want of cldathing ; : ■ ■ who never fuj 
fered the Jtranger to lod^ in tbejhreet^ bt 

Opened bis Jbor to the traveller ;- that 

man of fo good a charafler,— r-" that I 

never caufed the eyes of tbe widow to fat 

o r bad eaten bis tHorfel by himfe 

alone^ mid the fatherkfs had not eati 

thereof \' that fuch^a man, the m 

mcnt he fell into poverty, fhould ha' 
occalion to cry out for quarter,— — Ha 
mercy upon me^ O my, friends ! for i 

band of God has touched me, Gent 

hefs and humanity (one would. thir 
would melt the hardeft heart and cha 
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^e fierceft Q>int ; bipd up tHe moft vio- 
lent haad, and itill the moil aSufive 

tongue :■: but the experiment faileci ia 

a ftrong^r inftance of him* whofe meat 
a^d drinH it was to do us good .;. and ia 
purfui t of which^ whofe :i^ole. life -was a 
continued {bene of kindnefs and of in-: 
fults^ for which we mult go back* to the 
fame explanation with which we fet our^ 
——and that is, the fcandal of pp— 
verty.' . ■ - 



" This fdlov):, wtf know^ not wbence^ he 

is"^ was the popular cry of one part ; 

and with thofe who feemed^to know bct^ 
ter, the quere, did not. leflen the. dif- 

grace : Is not this- the carpenter, the 

fon of Mary ? — of Mary ! — ^great God 
of Ifrael ! What !— of the meaneft of thy 
people ! (for he bad not regarded the low^ 
ejiate of his hand-maiden)-— —and of the 
pooreft too! (for flie had n.Qt a Iamb to 
offer, but w^s purified as Mofcsdirecled 
in fuch a cafe, by the oblation of a tur^ 
tie dove.) 

That the Saviour of tl^eir nation, 
f ould be poor, and not have where to 

lay 



SERMON I is 

lay his head,— r— was a crime never to be 
forgiven : and tho* the purity of his^doc-^ 
trine, and the works which he had done 
in its fupport, were ffronger arguments 
on its (ide, than his humiliation coidd'be 
againit it, ^yet the offence ilill re- 
mained;— -they looked for the redemp- 
tion of Ifrael i but tticy would have it 
cMily in tliofe dreams of power whidi filK 
ed their imagination / 



. Ye who weigh the worth of alh things 
only in the gold^fmith's. balance ! 

was this religion for you ? a religion 

whofe appearance was not great and fplen- 

did, but looked thin and meagr^t 

and whofe principles and promifes fhew- 
cd more like the curfes of the law, than 

its bleffings : ^for they called for fuf- 

ferings and promifed little but perfecu« 
tions. 

% 

V 

In truth it is not eafy for tribulation 
or diftrefs^ for nakednefs or famine, to- 
make many converts out of pride; or 
reconcile a worldly heart to the fcorn; 
and reproaches, which were fure to be 
the portion of every one who believed a 

myftery 



myftci7 fo difcrcdited by the worlds andT 
ib unpalata^e to all ks p«0ioni^ and plea-«^ 

fore& 

. ..i 

But to bfing; diss fecmon to its propeo 

eonclufion. 

: If Aftrea or Juftlce never finally took; 
lier leave of the world, till the day that 
poverty fir ft: became ridiculous,, it is mat-^ 
ter of confolation,.that the God ofjuftice 
is ever over us: that whatever out- 
rages the lownefs of our condition may 
beexpofed to, from a mean and undi^ 

ceming worid,- that we walk in the 

prefence of the greatefl: and moft gene- 
rous of Beings, who is infinitely removed- 
from cruelty and ftraitnefs of mind^.and 
all thofe little and illiberal paflions, with 
which we hourly infult each other. 

The worft part of mankind, are not 
always to be coriqaered^ — ^but if they are 

*. 'tis by the imitation of tbefe quali-. 

tics which mull do it : ^'tis true 

as I've . ihewn they may fail ; but 

ftillall is not loft, — for if we conquer not 
the world, i .■ in the very attempts to do 

it. 
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it, we (hall at leail conquer ourfelves, 
and lay the foundation of our peace 
(where it ought to be) within our own 
liearts*. 
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The C&f: of HezekkHk said 

the Meflengers. 



Freached before his Excelliency the- 
Earl of Hertford. 

At Paris, I'j^S^ 






<^ .«. • ^ >,««.. ij 
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2 Kings xx. 15. 

Jnd he faid^ fVbai have ibey fcen ht 

thine boufe ? and HeT^ekiab anfweredy AU 

the things that are in my boufe bmje they 

Jeeu ; there is nothing amangfi all my trea^ 

Jures that I have notjbewn tbfim. 



«^ 



' yt ND where was tht harm, you'll 



fay, in all this i 



** An eaftem prince, the fon of Bala-^ 

idine, had (ent ipeifenga-s with prefenta 

as £ar as from Babylon, to congratulate 

Hezekiah upon the recovery from his 

ficknefs ; ''and Hezekiah, who was a good 

prince, a<fted confiftently with himfclf : 

Joe received and entertained the men and 

hearkened unto tbenty and before he (ent 

them away, he courteoufly (hewed theni 

all that was worth a ftranger^s curioiity 

in his houfe and in his kingdom,-^ ^ 

and in this, feemed only to have dif- 

charged himfelf of what urbanity or the 

etiquetu 
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ttiqtMte of courts might require. Not-^ 
withftanding this, in the verfc which 
^immediately follows the texty-we Ifind he 
liad done amifs \ and as a puni(hment 
for it, that all his riches, which his fore- 
fathers vhad ilaid lip in. Axxt unto that 
Hay, were threatened to be carried 

Bway in triumph to Babylon, the 

very place from whence the melfengers 
had come. .... 

• A hard return ! and what his behavi- 
our doe's notfeem to have deferved. 
To fet this matter in a clear light, it 
Xvill be necellary to enlarge upon the 

whole ftbry,- the refledlions which 

Will arife out of it, as we go along, fnay 
help us— ^ — at leaft, I hppe they will be 
of ufe on their own account. 

^ After the miraculous defeat of the 
A {Tynans, ^^re read in the beginning of 
this chapter, that Hezekiah was fick 
even unto death ; and that God fends 
file prophet Ifaiah, with the unwelcome 
m^lTage, That he Jbould fet bis boufe in 
briery, for that he pould di^j and not 
live. ' 

There 



'i There . are mADy iiiftances of 'men, 
ivliou^hate received fuch hews with the 
^reateil eafe of mind, and even enter-^ 
Gained tiievthoughts of it with fmiles up^ 

on their -coimtenance% and this, 

cither from ftrength of fpirits and the 
natural chearfulnefs of their temper,—— 

or tbat^ they knew^ the world, ^and 

eared: not ibr it, ^ - ■ ■ or expeifted.a bet- 
terr — ^— yet Ihoufandsjof good mea with 
all ^e^ helps of philofophy, and againfl: 
all tiie ad[urances ofra weli ipentiife, 
diat &e change iniiil , be to their ac- 
count, — —upon the approach of deathr 
have ftill lean'd towards this world, 
aiid wanted fpirits and resolution to 
bear thelfhock^of.a reparation from it 
for ever. . : 

• • • » ^ 

Tin's in fome meafure feemed to 
have been Hezekiah^s cafe.; for tho* 
he had walked before God in truth,. 
and'With a perfe^ft: heart, and had doae 
that which was good in his fight, 
ydt we : find that the haffcy fummons 
afflifted .him greatly ; ■ . that upon the 
delivery: ofi..iheonidrage be we]pt .fore ^ 

that he turned his face towards 

the 



^, w^, f>erbaps for the^eater 

fecrecy of his dbevotiou^ and that, by 
withdrawing himfelf thus from all exter« 
Dal objedls^ he mi^t offer up his pray^ 
^ unto ins Goo^ with gre^ttor ami more 
fervent attention. 



: A nd he prayed, and faid, O 

Lord ! I befeech thee remembe r > 
O Hezekiah ! Hav^ couldft thou fear 
that God had forgotten thee ? or^ Ho« 
couldft thou doubt of his remembrance 
of thy integrity^ when he called tfaeie 
to receive it's lecompence i 

But here it appears of what materi- 
als man is made : hepurfues' happmefi 
and yet is fo content with .mifery, 
that he would wander for ever in this 
dark vale of it, — ^and fay, ^^^It is 
^oodj Lard f to be bercj and to iUild /«- 
bernacks ofrefis'^ and fo long as we are 
doathed with iidh, and nature has fo 
great a Ifaare wLthiii us, it is no wonder 
if that p^rt claims it's right and pleads 
&r the fweetnds of life, notwithftand* 

l^g all it*s care and difappomtments. 

% 

This 
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' Tbis natural weaknefs^ no dou1>t, had 
it's weight in Hezdclah*s earneft prayer 
for life : and yet fronl the fuccefs it 
met with, and the iniraediate change of 
Gob's purpoSfe thereupon, it is hard to 
imagine/ but that it Wuft have been ac- 
companied with fome meritorious and 
more generous- motive • and if we fup-» 
poife, as fome have done, that he turned 
his- fiElce towaixis the wall, becaufe that 
part dF his. chamber looked towards the 
temple, the care of wfaofe prefervation 
lay next his heart, we may confiftently 
enough give this fenfe to his prayer. 

: ^ O God ! remember how I have 

^ walked before thee in truth ;— -. 

•* how much I have done to refcue thy 
** religion from error and falfliood ; — — 
^ thou knoweft that the eyes of the 
** worki are fixed upon me, as one that 
*-^ hath forfak-en their, idplatry, and re- 
" ftOred thy worlhip; — r-that I ftand 
** in the midfl: of a crooked and corrupt 
" generation, which Iqoks thro' all my 
■" aftions, and watches all eV.ents which 
" happjen to me .: if now they .fliail fee; 

Vol. hi. C '' me 
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me fnatched away in the midft of my 
days and fervice. How will thy great 
name faffer in my-^xtinftion ? WiU 
not the heathen fay. This it is, to 
^* fcrve the Gob of Ifrael f — — How 
faithfully did Hezekiah walk before 

him ? What enemies did he bring 

^* upon himfelf, in too ivarmly promo- 
^ ting his worfhip ? and now when the 
** hour of ficknefs and diftrefe came up- 
^' on him, and he moft wanted the aid 

^ of his God : behold how he was 

** ibrfaken !" 

It is not unreafonable, to afcribe (bmc 
fiich pious and more difinterefted motive 
to Hezekiah's defire of life, from the iffiie 
and fuccefe of his prayer :— /^r // came 
to pafs before Ifaiah had gone out into tbe 
middle courts that tbe word of tbe Lord 
came to bim, faying^ Turn again and tell 
Hezekiah I have beard bis prayer^ I have 
feen bis tearsy and behold I will heal him'. 

It was upon this occafion, as we read 
in the 12th verfe of this chapter, that 
6aradock*baladan, foa of Baladine king 

of 
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of Babylon, fent letters and a prefent 
unto Hezekiah : he had heard the fame 
of his licknefs and recovery ; for as the 
Glialdeans were great fearchers into the 
fecrets of nature, ^ecialJy into the mo- 
tions of the ceieftial bodies, in all pro- 
bability they had taken notice at that 
diftance, of the ftrange appearance of 
the (hadow's returning ten degrees back* 
wards upon their dials, and had enquir- 
ed, and learned upon what account^ and 
in whofe favour fuch a figti was given ; 
fo that this aftronomical miracle, befides 
the political motive which it would fug- 
ged of courting fuch a favourite of hea- 
ven, had been fufficient by itfelf to have 
led a curious people as far as Jerufalemi 
that they might fee the man for whofe 
&ke the fun had forfook his courfe. 

And here we fee how hard it is to 

ftand ' the fhock of profperity, rand 

how much truer a proof we give of our 
ilrength in that extreme of life, than in 
the other. 

C a la 
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What ! was thy heart fo vain is 
to be lifted up therewith ? Was not 
" all that was valuable in the world— 
".nay, was not heaven itfelf almoil at 
*^ thy command whilft thou waft hum- 
•* ble^ and, How was it, that thou 
" couldft barter away ail this, for what 
** was lighter than 'a bubble, and defe* 
** crate an atS^ion fo full of courtefy and 
** kindnefe as thine appeared to be, by 
'* fufFering it to take it's rife from fo 
polluted a fountain V* 



€$ 



There is fcarce any thing which the 
heart more unwillingly bears, than an 
analyfis of this kind. 

We are a ftrange compound ; and 
fomething foreign from what charity 
would fufpeft, fo eternally twifts itfelf 
into what we do, that not only in mo- 
mentous concerns, where intereft lifta 
under it all the powers of difguifQ, — but 
even in the moft indifferent of our adti* 
ons, — not worth .a fallacy-— by force 
of habit, we continue it : fo that what' 
ever a man is about,-~obferve him,— — 

he 
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i^e ftands arm'd iafide and out with two 
qliotives ; an oftenfible one for the worlds 
and another which he .refcrves for his 
own private ufc j— — this, you may fay, 
the world has no concern with : it might 
have been fo ; but by obtruding the 
wrong motive upon the worlds and ftealr 
ing from it a charadter^ inftead of win* 
ning one ;— — we give it a right and a 
temptation along with it, to enquire, 
into the a0ain 

The motives of the one for doing it^ 
are often little better than the others for 
deferving it. Let us « fee if Come fbcial 
virtue may not be extracted from the er- 
rors of both the one and the other. 

• Vanity bids all her fons to be. gene- 
rous and brave,' and her daughters 

to be chafke and courteous. But why 

do we want her inftruiflions ? Aik 

the comedian who is tai^ht a part he 
feels not. — 

Is it that the principles of religion 
want ftrength, or that tlac real paflion 

C A for 
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for what is good ana worthy will not car- 
ry us high enough ?— Gob ! thou 
knoweft they carry 'xt& too high— we 
want noi fe be-^hwt to feem^ — »— "^ 

Look out of your dodr, take no- 
tice of that man : fee what difquieting,, 
intriguing and flii-fting, he is cointent to 
go through, merely to be thought a man 

6f pliain dealing :- three grains of ho- 

nefty would fave him all this trouble r 
— ' — alas! he has them not 

* Behold a fecond, under a ihew of pie- 
ty hiding the impurities* of a debauched 
life : ■ ■ he is juft entering the houfe of 
God :>■ would be was more pure 

or lefs pious : — ^but then he 

could not gain his point 

Obferve a third going on almoft in the 
fame track, with what an inflexi- 
ble fandlity of deportment, he fuftai'ns 
himfelf as he advances :■ every line in* 

his face writes abftinence ; ; — every 

ftride looks^ like a check upon his de- 
fires : fee, 1 bcfeech you'^ how he is 

cloak'd 
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cloaked up with ferraons, prayers and 
iacraments i- and fb bemufBed with the 
externals of reHgion, that he has not a 
ha^d to fpare for a worldly purpofe ;— 

he has armour at Jeaft Why docs 

he put it on i Is there no ferving Goo 
without all this ? Muft the garb of reli- 
gion be extended fo wide to the danger 

of it's rending f Yes truly, or it 

will not hide the fecret— —-and. What 
is that ^ 



at all. 



>That the faint has no religion 



•But here comes.GENERosiTY ; 



giving ^not to a decayed artifl r 

but to the arts and fciences themfelves. 
See, ^' — he builds not a cham- 
ber in the wall apart far the prophet 5 but 
)vhole fchools and colleges for thofe who 
come after. Lord ! how they will mag- 
nify his name ! 'tis in capitals al- 
ready • the lirft ^the higheft, in 

the gilded rent-roll of every hofpital and 
afylum 

C 5 One 
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One honeft tear flied in private 

over the unfortunate, is worth it all. 

What a problematic fet of creatures 
does fimulation make us! Who would 
t divine that all that anjciety and concern 
lb vifible in the airs of one half of that 
great affembly Ihould arife from nothing 
elfe, but that the other half of it may 
think them to be men of confequence, 
penetration, parts -and conduft ?' ■' - " 
What a noife amongfl the claimants a- 
bout it ? Behold Humility^ out of mere 

pride, = — and honefty almoft out of 

knavery : Chajtityy never once iu 

harm's way, and courage, like a 

Spanifh foldier upon an Italian ftage— a 
bladder full of wind.—. 

Hark! that, the. found of that 

trumpet, let not my foldier run^ 

-'tis fbme good Chriftian giving 

alius. Q, Pity, thou gentleft of hu- 
rhan paflions ! foft and tender are thy 
notes, and ill accord they with fo loud 
an inftrument. 

Thus 
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Thus fomething jars, and will for €• 
ver jar in thefe cafes : impofture is all 
diflbnance, kt what matter fo ever of it> 
undertake the part ; Jet him harmonize 
and modulate it as he may, one tone 
will contradidk another ^ and whijft we 
have ears to hear, we ffiall diftinguilh 
it : 'tfs truth only which is^confiftent and 
ever in harmony with itfelf : it fits upon 
our lips, like the natural notes of fome 
melodies^ ready to drop out, whether we 
will 'or no ; ■ - it racks no invention 

to let ourfelves alone,' and needs 

fear no critic, to have the fame excel- 
lency in the heart which appears in the 
adlion^ 

It fs a pteafing allufidn the fcripture 

makes ufe of in calling us fometimes a 

hqufe, and fometimes a temple, accord- 

mg to the more or lefs exalted qualities 

of the Spiritual gueft which is lodged 

within us : whether this is the precife 

ground of tlie diftinftion^ I wHl not af-* 

firm •, but thus much may be faid, that, 

if we are to be temples, 'tis truth and 

finglenefs of heart which muft. make the 

dedi* 



\ 
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dedication t His this which muft firft 
4iftingiufli them from the unhalloAv^d 
pile, where dirty tricks and impofition* 
arc pra£tifed by the hoft upon the travel* 
\tr^ who tarries but for a moment laind 
returmi not ag^in. 

We all iake notice^ how ctofe and re* 
fcrved people are : but we do not taka 
notice at the fame time, that ^very one 
may have fomcthing to conceAl^ as w^U 
^s ourfelves ; and that wc are oiUy mark^^ 
ing the ^iftances,* and taking the mear 
fares of felf-defence from each other, in 
the very inftances we complain of : thi* 
is fo true, that there is fcarce any cha* 
rafter (o rare, as a man of a real open 
^nd generous integrity, who carries- 



^f*' 



his heart in his hand, — ^ who fays 

the thing he thinks ; and does the thing 
ke pretends. THo* no one can diflil5.e 

the charadte.r» ™-yeti Difcretion ge- 

aerally feakei3 her b^d, and the 

woild foon iet§ him into the reafon. 

" O tbm I bad in the wildernefs a Jo4g^ 
ing of way-faring men! that Lmigbt leave 

fucb 
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J$uib a peopk and go from them^^ Where 
is the man of e nice fenfe of truth an4 
iOtrong feelings, from whom the duplici* 
ty of the world, has not at on.e time 
or. other wrung the fame wifh \ an4 
MTJbere liqs the wiklemeis to which fbme 
one has not fled, from the fame melan*- 
choly impulfe ? 

Thus ipuch for thofe who give occafi- 
on to be thought ill of : > ■■■■let us fay 
a yiQid ox tWQ unto tbofc who take it. 

But to avoid all common-place cant, 
as much as I can on this head , " ■ I will 
forbear to fay, becaufe I do not think it, 
•7 — r-that *tis a breach of Chriftian cha- 
rity tp thin^ or fpo^k evil of our neigh- 
bour. Sec. 

. We cannot . avoid it : our opinions 
rouft follow the evidence ;• and we are, 
perpetually in fuch engagements and fi- 
tuations, that 'tis our duties to fpeak 

what our opinions are-^ --but God 

forbid, that this ever fliould be done, 

but from its bell motive-- the fenfe 

of 
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of what is due to virtue, governed by 
difcretion and the utmoft fellow-feelrng : 
were we to go on otherwife, beginning 
with the great broad cloak of hypocrify,. 
and fo down tfirough all its little trim*-' 
mfegs and facings, tearing away without 

mercy all that fook'd feemly, we 

flioidd leave but a tatter'd world of it«. 

; But I confine what I have to fay to a) 
charafter lefs equivocal, and which takes 
up- too much room !n the world i it is 
thatof thofe, who fronri a general diftruft: 
of all that looks difinterefled, finding no- 
thing to blame in an aftion, and perhaps 
much to admire -in it, immediate- 
ly fall foul upon its motives : ' Does JoB 
ferve God for nought t Whiafa vife infi- 
nuation ! befides, the queftion >^as not^ 
whether Job was. a rich man or a poor 

man ; — rbiit, whether he was a man 

of integrity or no ? and the appearances , 
were ftrong on his fide : indeed it might 
have been otherwife ^ it was poffible 
Job might be infincere, and the devil 
took advantage of the die for it. 



•>v- 
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It is a bad piiflure, and done by a ter- 
rible xnafter, and yet we are always co- 
pying it. Does a man from real con- 

virion of heart for fake his vices ? . 

• the pofidon is not to be allowed^ 

no J . his vices have forfaken him* 



Does a pure virgin fear God and fay 
her prayers (he is in her climac- 

teric. 

Does humanity cloath and educate the 

unknown orphan ?- ^Poverty ! thou 

haft no genealogies : • fee ! is he 
not the father of the child ? Thus do 
we rob heroes of the beft part of their 

glory — ' their virtue. Take away 

the motive of the ad, you take away^ 
all that is worth having in it -, — wrel^ 
it to ungenerous ends, you load the vir- 
tuous mtan who did it, with infamy ;— . 

undo it ail^ 1 befeech you : give 

him back his honour, — reftore the jewel 

you have taken from hiip, replace 

him in the eye of the world 

i t is too late. 

It 
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It 13 painful to- iHter the reproaches 
which (hould come in here.— I will trult 
them with yourfelves : in coming from 
that quarter^ they will more naturally 
produce fuch fruitS;as.will not fet yaur 
teeth on edge ■ - - for th^y.will b§ thi? 
fruits of love and good will, to the praife 
of God and the happinefs of the world^ 
which I wi(h. 



S E R. 
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.The LEVITE and his 



C ONCUBINE. 
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' ' ' . 

Judged kix. i, 2, 3. 

yfnd it came to pafs in thofe days^ when 

there was no king in Jfrael^ that there 

was a certain Lev it e fojourning on the 

Jide of Mount Epbraim^ who took unto 

bim a concubine. ' ■ ■ 

- — A CO.NCUBINE! —but 

xV ^^ ^^xt accounts for it, for in 

thofe days there was no king in Ifrael^ and 
theLevite, you will fay, like every other 
man in it, did what was right in his 

own eyes, and fo, you -may add, 

did his concubine too for fhe played 

the whore againji binty and went away:-^ 



-Then ftiame and grief go with 



her, and whereever (he feeks a (heltcr, 
may the hand of juftice fliut the door a- 
gainfl her/ 



ni<fc<i 



Not fo ; for (he went unto her father's 
houfe in Bethlchem-judab, and was with 

him 
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him four whole months.-— ~Bleffed in- 
terval for mc^ation Hj^nftheriioklenefs 
and vanity of this world and' it's plea- 
fures ! I fee the holy man upon his 

knees, -with hands compreffed to his 

boibm, and with uplifted eyes, thank- 
ing heaven, that the objedt which had 
fo long ihared hfs affeftions^ wag .fled. — 

The text gives-a <HfFerent pifture.of 
his fituation ; for be arofe and loent after 
her to fpMk friendly to ber^ and tc bzing 
ber back again^ having his fervint with 
bim^ and a couple of affes ; and Jhe brougbi 
him unto her father^ s boufe ; ahd when 
the father of the damfelfaw bim^ he rejoic^ 
ed to meet him.^ > * 



: ■ " ' ^ ■■ 'A raoft fen timental group f 'you'll 
fay : and fo it is, my good commenta- 
tor, the world talks of every thing:. give 
but the outlines of a ftory,— -— 'let^/?^« 
or prudery fnatch the pencil, and they 
will finilh it with fo many^hard ftrokes, 
and with fo dirty a colouring, that canr 
lfc«r and ^i?i^r/^ will fit m torturo 9s they 
look at it.--F*^Geptle wd- virtuous fpi- 

rit&l 
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rits! ye who know not what It is to be 
rigid interpreters, but of yOiir own fiiiU 

mgs,- to you^ laddrefs myrelf, the 

nnhired advocates for the condudt of the 
mifguided,— ^ — ^wiience is itj that the 
world is not more Jealous of your of* 
fice ? How often miift ye repeat it, 
** That fiich a one's doing fo of fo/*— * 
is not fufficient evidence by itfelf to over- 
throw the accufed ? That our axSlions 
ftand furroundcd with a thoufand cir- 
cumftances which do ' not prefent them- 

felves at firft fight; that the firft 

iprtngs 2^nd motives which impell'd th^ 
unfortunate, lie deepei: ftill"; ■ and 
that of the millions which e v e ry -hour 
are arraign'd, thoufands of them may 
have errM riierely ftcnh.xkt l?eady and 
been aftually outwitted into evil ; and 
even when from the heart, < »■ * that the 
difficulties and temptations under which 

they adled,- the force <)f the' p&flions,' 

the fuitablenefs of the dbjetft, and 
the many ftruggks of virtue beftire (hfi 

fell,- may be . fo m.any ttppeals from 

juftice to the judgment feat of pity. 

Here 



46 3EH^tPN HT. 

Here then let us flop a i^oxneivt, and 
give the ftory of the If-evite and his Con- 
cubine a fecond hearing : like all others 
much of it depends upon the tellings 
and as the Scripture has left us no kind 
of comment upon it, 'tis a ftory oa 
which the heart cannot be at a lofe for 
what to fay, or the imagination for what 

to fuppofe the danger is, humanity. 

may fay too much. 

. And it came to pafs in tbqfe days wien 
there was no king in Ifrael^ that a certain 
Levite fojourning on the Jide of Mount 
Epbrainif . tOQk unto bimfelf a Concu- 
km.'. r 

Q Abraham, thou father of the faith- 

jEul ! if this was wrong, r-Why didft 

thou fet fo enfnaring an example befojre 
the ^ye9 of thy defcendants ? and, Why 
did the Gop of Abralv^m, the God o^ 
Kaac and Jacob, blefs fo often the feed, 
of fuch intercourfes, and promife to 
multiply and make princes come out of 
them ? 

God 



• ' ■ • 

GbD caft di^enife with his oWn laws ; 
and accordingly we find the holieft of 
the patriarchs, and dthers in Scripture 
whofe hearts cleaved moft unto Goo, 
accommodating themfelvcs as well as 
they could to the difpenfation : that 

Abraham had Hagar ; • that 

Jacob, befides his two wives Rachaei 
and Leah, took alfo unto him Zilpah 
and BiRiah, from whom many . of the 
tribes defcended that David had 

feven wiVes and ten concubines ; ■ > 

Rehoboam, fixty, — r and that, in 

whatever cafes it became reproachable^ 
it feemed not fo. much the thing itfelf^ 
as the abufe of it, which made it fo i 
this was remarkable in that of Solomon, 
whofe excefs* became an infult upon the 
privileges of mankind ; for by the fame 
plan of luxury, 'which made it neceflary 
to have forty thoufand ftalls of horfes,— * 
he had unfortunately mifcalculated his 
other wants, and fo had feven hundred 
wives, and three hundred concubines. 






Wife 



, Wif*^ Klelucled maa { was it ^lot 

that thou madeft fome amends for thy 
Jbad pradiqe, by thy good preachix^ 
what had becQine of thee! ^-*— rthre^ 
hyndre^d-^ — rrbut let us turn a/ide, i 
bef<^ech yoU| from ib'fbad a flumbUtq; 
block. - 

The Levitc had but one. The He- 
brew word imports a woman a concu- 
bine, or a wife-axoncubinet to diftin* 
guUh -her frofm. th^ mote infamous fpe*^ 
cies, who can^ under the roofs of the 
licentious without principle; Our anno* 
tators tell us^ that, in Jewiih aconemickSf 
thefe diflfer'd little f^om the wife, exceplf 
in iomt. outward cei'ejrnonies ^nd ft\pu* 
lations, but agreed witl^ her iix all the 
true effences of marriage, and gave 
themfelyes up to the'huiband, (for fo he 
is -call' d) with faith pljghtiedi with fentiT 
ments aftd with af£e£tioq» i j ; 

. Such a one the Leyite wanted to ihare 
his folitude, and fill up that uncomfort- 
able blank in the heart in fuch a fituati- 
on J for notwithftanding all we meet 

with 
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with in booksy in many of whicb^ no 
doubt^ there are a good many faandfome 
tbings faid upon the fweets of retire* 
meht, &c. . . . Yet ftill, " /> is not good 
** for fnan to be alone ;" nor can all which 
the cold^he^ted pedant ftims our ears 
with upcm the fubjeft, ever give one an- 
fwer of fatisfadion to the roind ^ in the 
midft of the loudefl: vauntings of phiio- 
fophy, Nat?ure variU have her yearnings 

for fbciety and friendfhip ; -a good 

heart wants fome object to be kind to— 
and die beft parts of our blood, and the 
piircft of our fpirits fufFer mod under the 
dcftftution. 

Let the torpid Monk, feek heaven com- 

fortlefs and alone God fpeed him ! 

For my own. part, I fear, I ftiould never 
fo find the way : let me be wife and reli- 
gious-— ~but let me be Man : where- 
ever thy Providence places me, or what- 
ever be the road I take to get to thee ^ 

give me fome companion in my journey, 

be it only to remark to. How our flia- 

dows lengthen as the fun goes goes 

Vol., HI. D down 
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down ; to whom I may fay, How 

frefti is the face of nature ! How fwcet 
the flowers of the field ! How delicious 
are thcfe fruits ! ' 

Alas ! with bitter herbs^ like his' 
paflbver, did the Levite eat them : for 
as they thus walked the path of life 

together, ^ftie wantonly turn'd afide 

into another, and fled from him. 

It is the mild and quiet half of the 
world, who are generally outraged and 
borne down by the other half of it : but 
in this they have the advantage ; what- * 
ever be the fenfe of their wrongs, that 
pride fliands not fo watchful a centine! 
over their forgivenefs, as it does in the 
breads of the fierce and froward : we 
Ihould all oT us, I believe, be more 
forgiving than we are, would the world 
but give us leave ; but it is apt to in- 
terpofe it's ill offices in remiffions, efpe- 
cially of this kind : the truth is, it has 
it's laws, to which the heart is not al- 
ways a party ; and a6ts fo like an un- 
feeling 
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feeling engine in all cafes without di- 
ftinftion, that it requires all the fifm- 
nefs of the moft fettled humanity to 
bear up againft lU 

Many a bitter confiift would the Le- 

vite have to fuftain with himfelf 

his Concubine and the fentiments 

of his tribe, upon the wrong done 

him : ^much matter for pleadin g 

and many an embarraffing account on 
all fides : in a period of four whole 
months, every paflion would take it's 
empire by turns •, and in the ebbs and 
flows of the lefs unfriendly ones. Pity 
would find fome moments to be heard— ^ 
Religion herfelf would not be filent. 

Charity would have much. to fay, 

and thus attun'd, every objed he beheld 

on the borders of Mount Ephraim, 

every grot and grove he pafled by, 
would follicit the recoUe<5tion of formier 
kindnefs, and awaken an advocate in 
her behalf, more powerful than them 
all. 

Da "I grant 
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" I grant 1 grant it |^1," he 

would cry, ^" 'tis foal ! *tis feithlefe ! 

«< ^but. Why is the; door of merGy 

<* to be (hut forever againft it ? and, 
" Why is it to be the only fad crime 
** that the injured may not remk, or 
^ reafon or imagination pafs over with- 

** out a fear ? Is it the blackeft ? 

** In what catalogue of human offences. 
*« is it fo marked ? Or, Is ity that of 
*' all others, 'tis a blow moft grievous 

** to be endured ?- -the heart cries 

*^ out, It it fo : but let me afk my ow% 
** What paffions are they which gave 
^^ edge and force to this weapon whidi 
** has ftruck me? and, Whether it is 
** not my own pride, as much as my 
** virtues, which at this moment ex- 
" cite the greateft part of that intoiera- 
" ble anguifli in the wound which I am 
*' laying. to her charge ? But merciful 
*' heaven \ was it otherwife, Why is an 
unhappy creature of thine to be per- 
fecuted by rne with fo much cruel 
revenge ^nd rancorous defpite as my 

" firft 






** fir ft tranfport called for ? Have faults 

**no extenuations? Makes it no- 

^« thing, that, \vhen ^thc trefpafe was 
^ committed, Ihe feifook the- partner 
" of her guBt, and fled dtrcftfy to her 
•* father's houfe ? And is there no-dif- 
^ ference betwixt one propenfely going 
^ t)ut of the' road and continuing there, 

•* thro' depravity of will ^and a hap- 

** lefs wanderer ftraying by delufion^ 
^* and warily trfeading back her fteps ? 
^ — Sweet is the look of forrow for an 
'** offence, m a heart determined never 

** to cotnmit it more ! Upon that 

■** altar only, coidd I oflfer up my 
*• wrongs. Cruel is ^the punilhment 
** which an ingenuous mind will takte 
** upon itfelf, from the remorfe of fo 

^ hard a trefpafe againft me, ^and 

^ if that will not balance the account,-^ 
^ juft God! let me forgive the reft. 
"** Mercy well becomes the heart of 

^'^^ all thy creatures, -but moft of thy 

** fervant, a Levite, Who offers up fo 
*** many daily facrifices to thee, for the 
** tranfgreffions of thy people. — ^ 

D z — ** But 
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— — " But to littk purpofe, he would 
" add, have I fisrved at thy altar, where 
" my bu^nefs was to fue for mefcy^ 
" had I not learnqd to praftife it/* 



Peace and happinefs reft upon the 
head and heart of every man who can 
.thus think ! 

-Si? Jbe arofe^ and went after ber to 
/peak friendly to her — — in the original 

— " to fpeak to her heart ;"■ -^ to 

apply to their formjer- endearments,---- 
and to afk. How ihe could be fo unkind 
to him, and fo very unkind to , her^ 



.E]i^en the upbraidings of the 



quiet and relenting are fsyeet : not like 
the drivings of th^ .fierce and inexor^^ 
ble, who bite and devour all who have 
thwarted them in their way j — but they 
are calm and courteous like the fpirit 
which watches over their charafter : 
How could fuch a tpBoper woo the dam- 

fei 
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fcl and n&t bring her back? or, Hoyr 
could the father of the damfel, in fuch a 
Icene, have a heart open to any impreffi- 
ons but thofe mentioned in the text ;— 
Tbat vxben be /aw bim^ be rejoiced to meet 
bim ; —urged his. ftay from day to 
day, ^ith that naoft irrefiftable of all in- 
vitations, -*-— " Comfort tby beart^ and 
tarry all night ^ and let thine heart he 
merry.** 

If Mercy and Truth thus met together 
in fettlmg this account. Love would fure- 
ly be of the party : grea t ■ ■ great is 
it's power in cementing what has been 
broken, and wiping out wrongs even 
from the memory itfelf : and fo it was 

^for the Levitc arofe up, and with 

him his Concubine and his fervant, and 
they departed, . 

It ferves no purpofe to purfue the fto- 
ry further ; the cataftrophe is horrid ^ 
and would lead us beyond the particular. 
purpofe for which I have enlarged upon 

thus much of it, and that is, to dif- 

D 4 credit 
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<arcdit rafh judgment, and Jllirftrale from 
the manner of conducing diis drama, 
the conrtefy which the dramatic perftm» 
of every orfier piece, may have a right, 
to. Almoft one half of our time is fpent 
in tefling and hearing evil df one another 
■■■ fome unfortunate knight ts always 

upon this ftage and every "hour brings 

forth fomeAing ftrange and terrible to fill 
up our difcourfe and our aftonifliment, 

*' How people can be Co fbolifli !'* 

and *tis well if the compliment ends 
there : fo that there is not a focial virtue 
for which there h fb conftant u dtmand, 
—or, cbnfequently, fo well worth cul- 
tivating, as that which oppofcs this un- 
friendly current ^many and rapid are 

the fprrngs which feed it, and various 
and fudden, God knows, are the gufts 
which render it unfafe to us in this (hort 
paflage of our life : let us make the dif- 
courfe as ferviccable as we can, by 
tracing fome of the moft remarkable of 
them, up to their fourcc, ' ' ' • 

• • ' And 



SERMON m. 57 

And firft, tliere is one ttiitbrablc inlet 
to this evil, and which ty the way, if. 
rpecn laiiuii is fappofed to precede prac* 
Ttce, may have been derived, foraug^ 
i know, from fome of tmr bufieft enquir- 
ers afier nature, and that is> when 

i^idi more real than knowledge, we ao 
trount for phenomena, before we are foft 
tof Aeir cxiftence.— — »7ir is not the math' 
yter df 4he Romans to condemn any man to 
deatb^ (mudi tefs to be martyr'd) &kd 
Feftus ; ■ u nd dotb our imo judge' any 
man before it bear bim^ and -know nvbaf bt 
dotb i cried Nicodemus ; and be tbat /mr 
fweretb^ or detwminetb, n mnner iefinx 

be bos beard it^ it is folly and a 

fbame unto bim.-* -We a/re generally 

in fttch a hafte to make our own decrees^ 

that we pafs over thejuftice of thefe, 

■and dten the fcene is fo changed by it, 
that tisouf folly only which is rcaf, and 
that of the accufed, which is inaaginaryi: 
through too much precipitancy it will 
happen fo ^—— and , then the jt&\s ipoil- 
cd, ■ "o r we haxre, . csittciifidi our ovbx 
fliadow. 

D 5 Afc- 
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A fecond way is, when the procefe 
goes on more orderly, and we begin 
with getting information, ■ but 
do it from thofe fufpedlcd evidences, a* 
gainil which; our Saviour warns usj 
when he bids us '* not to judge according 

Nonappearance:''' in truth, 'tis behind 

thefe, that moft of the things which blind 

human judgment, Ue concealed^ and 

on the contrary, there are many things 

"which appear to be, ^which are not 

Cbriji came eating and drinking^ 

heboid a wine-hibber !- he fat with fin- 

ners — •■ — ^he was their friend : — '• — in mar 
ny cafes of which kind, Trutb^ like a 

modeft' matron, r- fcorns art ■ and 

difdains to prefs herfelf forwards into, the 

circle to be feen :. ground fufficieat 

-for Sufpicion to draw up the libel, 

for Malice to give the torture, or raSi 

Judgment t^ ftart. up and pafs a final 
fcntence. 

^ A third way isy i^hen the fa?fts which 
: denote miiconduft,;are kis .dilutable, 

but 
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But are commented upon with an afpe- 
rity of cenfure, which a humane or a gra- 
cious temper would fpare : an abhor- 
rence againft what is criminal, is ib fair 
a pica for this, and fooks fb like virtue 
in the face, that in a fermon againft rafh 
judgment,, it would be unfeafonable to 

call it in queftion, ^and yet, I declare, 

in the fulleft torrent of exclamatienp 
which the guilty can deferve, that the 
iimple apoftrophe,. " Who made me to 
differ : why was^notlan example?" would 
touch my heart more, and give me a 

better earned of the commentators, 

than the mbft corrofive period you could 
add. The punifliraent of the unhappy, 

I fear, is enough without it: ar)d were 

it not, 'tis pitious, the tongue of a 

Chriftian, whofe religion is all candour 
and cpurtefy, fhould be made the execu- 
tionerw We ftnd in ^the . difgourfe be*- 
tween Abraham and the rich man, tho' 
the one wa« in heaven, and the other in 
hell, yet ftillthe patriarch treated, him 
with mild language ir^ — Son/-. Son, 

remember that tbou . in tby, life, time, &c;. 

&c. 
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&c md in the difjpate about the iw* 

dy of Mofes^ between dbe Arch-angd. 
^nd the devii, (himfelf^ St. Jmie tells 
us, hedurft notbrmg a riailiiig accufktbit 

jigamft him ; Itwas uaworthy bis ingh 

chara^er,— — — and indeed, m^t have 
fyeen impolitic too ; for if he isad, (as 
one of our divines notes xipcm the paf^ 
fage) the devil had been coo hard for 
him at railing,- — ^*twas his own wea-*- 
pon,-— — and the bafeft fpirits sifter his 
ei^ample ate the moft expert at it. 

This leads me to die obfervation of 
« fourth criael falet to this evrl^ and that 
is, the defire of being thoi^t men of 
wit and parts, and the vain expectation 
©f coming honeftly by the title, by 
fhrewd and farcaftick refleftions npon 
whatever is done in the world. This 16 
fetting ttp trade upon the broken ftock 
of other people's failings,,— —perhapk 
their misfoitttnes : — — . fo much ^ood 
*nay*t do them with what honour they 
can get, — ^the fordieft extent of which^ 
I think^ is to l^.praked, as we^ofom^ 

fauces. 
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Tatices, with tears in o\ir eyes : It is a 
commerce moft iHiberal ; aod as it re- 
tjaires no vaft capital, too many embark 
in it, and fo long as there are bad paffi- 
tans to be igratffied, — —and bad heads to 
judge, with focfh it may pafs for wit, or 
at leaft like fome vile relation, whom all 
the family is afhamed of, claim kindred 
-with it, even in better companies. What- 
«v^er l3re the degree of its affinity, it lias 
?ielped to give wit a bad name, as if the 
main e^flence of h was fatire : certainly 
there is a difference between Bitternefs 

and Saltnefs, tliat is, ^b^tween the 

malignity and the feftivity of wit, — the 
one is a mere qtricknefe of appehenfion. 

Void of humanity, and is a talent 

of the devil -, Ae other comes 
xlown from the ikther of spirits, fopure 
•and abftrafted from perfons, that wiBing- 
ly it hurts no toan ; or if it touches upon 
AH indecorum, *tis wrth that dexterity 
of crue genius, which enables him ra- 
Jlhar flo give a new colour to the abfur- 

dity, and let it pafs. He may fmile 

W die -fhapc of the obelifk raifed to an- 
other's 
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•ther's fame, but the malignant^^ 

wit will level it at once with the ground^ 

and build his own upon the ruins of. it — 

< 

What then, ye rafli cenfurers/ of the^ 
world ! Have ye no manfions for your 
credit, but thofe from whence ye fiave^ 
extruded the right owners ? Are there 
no regions for you to (hine in, that y^ 
defcend for it, into the low caverns 
of abufe and crimination ? Have ye 
no feat s but thofe of the fcornful 
to fit down in ? if Honour has^miftook 
his road, or the Virtues, in their ex^ 
cefles have, approached- too near the 
confines of Vice, Are they, therefore 
to be caft dowii the precipice ? Muft' 
Bbauty for ever be trampled upon 
in the dirt for one — - — one falfe ftep? 
And (hall no one virtue or good.qya- 
Bty, . out of the tlioufand the fair pe- 
nitent may have left, -rfliall not 

one of them be fuflfered to ftand by 

her Juft God of Heaven and 

Earth! . 

. But 
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But thou art merciful loving 
and righteous, and lookeft down with 
pity upon thefe wrongi^ thy fervants 
do unto each other r pardon us, we be- 
feech thee, for them,, and all our 
tranfgreffions ; let it not be remem- 
bered, that we were brethren of the- 
fame flefh, the &me feelings and in- 
firmities. O my God Y write it not 

down in thy book, that thou, madeft 
us merciful, after thy own image ;~ 
that thou haft given us a religion fo 

courteous, f o good tempered,- 

that every precept of it carries a balm 
along with it to heal the Ibrenefs of 
our natures, and fweeten our (pirits,. 
that we might live with foch kind in- 
tercourfe in this world, as will fit us 
ta exift together in a. better. 



S E R- 
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Behaviour towards PAUL, 



examined. 



( t 






SERMON IV. 



Acts xxiv. 26. 

ffe hoped alfoy that money Jbotild have 

been given him cf Pauly that be 
might loofe him, 

AN OB LE ob/ed to take up the 
conilderation of the Roman go- 
vernor j 



— — " He hoped that money Jbould 

have been given bim /" For what 

end ? to enable him to judge betwixt 

right and wrong ! : and, From 

whence was it to be wrung ?. from 
the poor fcrip of a difcy)le of th« 
carpenter's fon, who left nothing to 
his followers but poverty and fuffer- 
ings.— — . . , ' . 

And . was this Felix ! the great, 

the noble Felix ! ^Fellx the happy ! 

•— ~ the gallant Felix who who kept 

DrufiUa I 



_i-.» 
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Drufilla !—— Could he do this ? haCe 

paifiont What cio^'ft turn not^nake us 
do? 

Let us confider the whole tranfiic- 
tion* 

Paul^ in the beginning of lliis chapter^ 
tad been accufed before Felix, by Ter- 
tuUus, of very grievous crimes, of 

being a peftilent fellow j z mover of 

feditions, and a prophaner of the Bem- 

ple, &c. To which accufations, the 

apoftle having . liberty from Felix to 
reply, he makes hi^ defence from the 
loth to the 2 2d verfe, to this purport. 
He (hews hira firft, that the whole charge 
was deftitute of all proof j which he p- 
penly challenges then! to produce againft 

lupi, if they had it ; that on the 

contrary, he was Co far from being tlie. 
man^ Tertullus liad reprefented, that 
the very principles of the religion with 
which he then ftood charged,— -and 
which they called herefy, led hiip to be 
the moft unexceptionable in his condud^;, 
by the continual e»rcife which it de* 

manded 



manded of him, of having a confcience 
void of ofFence at alt tima^ both to^ 
wards Goo and man ; tbat confiAently 
with this, faisr adverfsories had ndthor 
fimnd him in tbe tefssple difputing with 
any man, neidier raifiog xtp the pec^le^ 
neither in ^e fytiagogue, or in the city^ 

for this he appeals to them- 

felves : — that it was but twelve days 

fince he came up tso Jerufiitlem foriito 
worfliip : ' * ■ that durx&g that tim^' 
when be purified in the tem{de, he did 
it as became him, without noife, widi«» 
out tumult ', this be caiia upon die Jews 
vrho came firom Alia, and were tyc-wit^ 
ndies of his behaviour, to atteH: ;--^and^ 
in a.woird, he urges the whole defence 
before Felix in (b ftrong a manner, and 
with fuch platn and natural arguments 
of his innocsnce, as to leave no colour 
for his adverfaries to reply. 

There was, however, ftill one adver- 
fary in this court, t fao' filent, yet 

not fatisfied — ^— 

.—Spare 
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~—-Sjwire thy eloquence, Tertellus! 
roll up the charge : a more notable ora* 
tor than thyfelf is rifen up, 'tis Ava- 
rice, and that too, in the moil fataL 
place for the priibner it could have taken 

poflcffion of, 'tis in the heart of the 

man who judges him. 

' * 

Jf Felix bieKeved Paul innocent^ and. 

adted accordingly, (that is) rcleafcd 

him without reward, this fiibtile ad- 
vocate told him he would Ibfe one of the 

profits of his empbyment rand if he 

acknowledged the faith of Christ, which 
Paul oc<:afionally explained in his defence, 
— —it told him, he might lofe the em- 
ployment itfdf ; fo that notwithftand- 

ing the charadter of the apoftle appeared 
(as it was) moft fpotlefs ; and tl^ faith 
he profefled fo very clear, that as he. 
urged it, the heart gave it's confent, — 
yet, at the fame time, the paflion re- 
belled, and fo ftrong an intereft was form- 
ed thereby, againft the firft impreffions. 
in favour of tlie man and his caufe, 
that both wjsre difmifTed ^ — ; — the one 

to 
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to a more convenient hearing, which ne- 
ver came ; the other to the hardlhips of 
a prifon for two whole years, ho* 

ping, as the text informs us, • that mo- 
ney fhould have been given hfm ; and' 
even at the lad, when he left the pro-^ 
virice, willing to do the Jews a pleafure, 
"—that is,— -to ferve his intereft in an- 
other ihape with all the convidlion upon 
his mind,' that he had done nothing 
worthy of boirds^ he, nevertheleft, left 
the holy man bound, and configned o- 
ver to the hopelefs profpeft of ending his 
days in the fame- ftate of confinement, in 
which he had uiigeneroufly left him. 

One would imagine, as covetoufnefs 
is a vice not naturally cruel in itfelf, that 
there muft certainly have been a mixture 
of other motives in the governor's breaft, 
to account for a proceeding fo contrary 
to hlimahity and hisown'convidion ; and 
could it be of ufe to raife conjedlures up- 
on it, there feems but too probable 
grounds for fuch a fuppofition. It feems 
that Drufilla, whofe curiofity, upon a 
double accountj'had led her to hear 

Paul, . 
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Pgul^ .^..^ (jEot Oaat was. a d^u^ter. of 
Abfahamr-*-^ as well » Ew)- — -was- a 
charaae^r whUh might have figured very 
wdl evta in omr ow^n times : for as Jofc- 
pbus tdU 1^ fee h^d left the Jew her 
hnflbaad^ and without any preteace ia 
their law to juftify a divorce, had givca 
herfelf up without ceremony to FeUx %. 
for which caufe> tho* fhe is here called 
Iris wife* (he was in reafoa ancl j.uftice: 
the wife of aiK>ther man.— -*-and cofife- 
quently lived in an open ftate of adulte** 
ry. So that when Pa^l, in explaining 
Ae faith of Christ, took occafipn ta 
argue upon the morality of the gofpel,— * 
and urged the eternal laws of Juftice. — . 
the unchangeable obligations to tempe- 
rance, of which chaftity was a branch, 
* i t was fcarce poifible to frame his 
difcourfe fo, (had he wilhed to tempo- 
rize) but that either her intereft or her 
love muft have taken offence : and tho* 
we do not read, like Feiix, that fhe 
trembled at the account, 'tis natural to 
imagine (he was affefted with other paf- 
fions, of which the apoftle might feel the. 

ejfFeds and 'twas well l^e fuffered no, 

more 
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more, if two fuch violent enemies as 
luft and avarice were combined agatnft 
him. 

But this, by the way, for as tlic 

text fcems only to acknowledge one of 
thefe motives, it is not .our bufmeis to 
aflign the other. 

It is obfervable, that this fame apo- 
ftle, fpeaking, in his epiftle to Timo- 
thy^ of the ill effeds of this fame ruling 
paflioD^ affirms, that it is the root of all 
evil ; and I make no doubt but the re-, 
membrance of his own fufierings, had 
no (hiall (hare in the fever ity of the reflec- 
tion. Infinite are the examples, where 

the love of money is .enly a fubordinate 
and minifterial paffion, exercifed for die 
fupport of fome other vices ; and ^tis gc* 
nerally found, when there is either' am- 
bition, prodigality or luft, to be fed by 
it, that it then rages with the leaft mer- 
cy and difcretion.; in which cafes, ftrift- 
Ly fpeaking, it \% not the root of other- 
evils, but odier evils are the root of 

it 
Vol. IIL E -This 
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This forces me to recall what 1 have 
faid upon covetoufnefs, as a vice not 
naturally crud : it is not apt to reprc- 
icnt itfrff to our imaginations, at firft 
fight, under that idea -, we confider it 
only as a mean, worthlefs turn of mind, 
incapable of judging or doing what is 
right : but as it is a vice which does not 

always fet up for itfelf, ^to know truly 

what it IS in this refpeft, wc muft know 
what maftcrs it ferves ; ^they are ma- 
ny^ and of various cafts and humours, 
■and each one lends it fomething of 
its owli compleKional tint and charac- 
ter. 

« 

^ This, I fuppofe, may be the caufc 
that there is a greater and more whimfi- 
cal myfte'ry in the love of money, than 
in the darkeft and moft' nonfenfical 
problem that ever was pored on. 

Even at tht beft, and when tlie pafli- 
on feems to feek nothing more than it's 

ovrn amufement, there is little 

very little, I fear, to be faid for it's hu- 
manity.——^ 
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inanity. It may be a (port to ' the 

tnifer, ^^-^-^ but - confider, ^ -" i it muft be 
death and deftru(S^ibn to others.— f^-JThc 
moment this fordid humour begins to go« 
i^enrv— i-^r6wei aii hon^ft and natural 
affedions! farewell all he owes te -pa- 
rents^ to children, to friends! ^how 

feft the obligatibus vanfiih ! fee l i" * h e 
is now ftripped of all fcellings* whatever c 

^^--i*-thefl\rill cry of Juftic^, and the 

loir lamentation of humble diilrcft, are 
notes equally beyond his compafe. ■ ■* 

Eternal God ! fee ! -he pafles by one 

whom thou haft juft bruifed, without 

one penfive refltJftion i he enters the 

catwn' of the widow whofe hufband and 
child thou haft taken to thyfelf,^ — — 
exa<^s his bond,* without a figh ! Hea- 
ven ? If I anrto be tempted^— -^Jet it be 

by glory,- 'by ambition,-— — — ^by 

fome generous and manly vice : if I 

mull faJIi let it be by fonie paflion which 
thou haft planted in my nature, which 
Ihall not harden my heart, but leave 
me room at laft to retreat and come 
back to thee. 

E a It 
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It would bc^^afy here ; to add the com- 
mon arguments which reafon oflSsrs afr 
gainft :this vice ; but they ate^fo wcH 
underftoodyboth in matter and formt 
- ' n , it is needldfs. 

'I might cite to you what tSeneci^ iiiys 

upon it-^ but the mi«fart«ne ^s, that 

at the fame time he was M^hti&g ^gainft 
riches, he was enjoyiag a < great eftatftt 
and ufing every means to make .that 
leflate fl;ill greater. 

* ■ 

t 

' 'Witti.^infinite jfleafure mi^t i( preacji- 
er enrich his difcourfe in th^ place, 
by weaving into it all this fmart things 
which 'ancient 'or modern wits have iaid 
qpon the love of .mondy:— r^he migfet 
inform yau, 



Tliat Poverty wants fcjme- 



** things -.~— that x:oyetoufnefs wanteth 



A^ 
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** That a mifer can only be faid to 
^ have riches, as ^ fick man has a 
*^ fever, whkh holds and tyrannizes 
** over the man-r-^naot he ovcf it," 

**That covetoufiiefs is the ftiirt of 

** the foul, ^the laft vice it parts 

^* with.'' 

" That nature is content- widi few 
^* things, ■ o r that nature is never 
**^fatisfied at alJ, &c/* 

The refleaion of our Saviour, 
^baf tbrlife of man confifietb not in tbt 
abundance of the things vfbicb be pofffffetb^ 

^fpcaks more to the heart and 

the fingle hint 6f the CameU «nd what 
a very narrow parage he has to go,- 
has more coercion in Tt, than all the 
fiiws of philofophy. 

I (hall endeavour therefore to draw 
filth other reftcdtions from this piece 
of (acred ftory, as are applicable ' to 
human Hfe,-^ and more likely to be 

of ufe. \^. 

E . There 
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Th^re is Aothing generally ii> xfrWch 
^ur hApi^efs and honour are ftipre Mft#^ 
^ coQcernedy thaa in fornnog true x^i* 
ens both erf" mcii imd thingiJv for iji pro* 
portion as wc think rightly of them, we 
approve ourfelves lo' the world,— r^nd 
as we govern ourfelves by fuch judg* 
ments, fo we fecure our peace and t^feH* 
being in palling through it : the falfe 
ile ps arid mirearriageft in life, iffuing from 
a defed): in this capital poicvt, are fo m^ny 
and fatal, that there can be nothing mof€ 
inflruftive than an enquiry into the cauf- 
ca of this peyverfion^ which oft^ appcfars 
fo v«ry grc^s in us, that were yo\\ t» 

take a view of the world,- fee wl^t 

notions it entertains, and by wh;it coniL- 
derations it is governed,—— you would 
fay of tlie miftakes of human judgai^D^ 
what the prophet does of the folly of bu*- ' 
man aftions,- — =-" That wt 'were wife if 
do evily but to judge rigbtly^ bad no un-^ 
derftanding'* 

That in i;nany dark and aUhradtc^cI 
queftions of mere^ fpeoulation, we fl^ould 
err is not ilrange : we live amongi^ 

myfteries 
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myftcrips and riddles, and f Imoft cycry 
thkig.- which comes in^oufvWay,, ya oni^ 
li^-or othec, raaybcCiid to baffle our 

\MideJ:ftaadu)gs, yet feldom^ fo as to 

miftake in extremities, and take one 

contrary for another j ^'tjs^ very rare, 

for. iqftancie, that.w.e take the virtue of 
a plapt to be ^05, when it is. extremely 
cold,^— .-or, that. we. try the expprim.ent 

of opium ta keep us waking :: yet, 

this we are continually attempting in the 
conducfl of Jife, as. well as in the great 
qJds.iand meaA^es of it. « That fuch 
wroog de^rn^natioi&s jn us^. do ^not ^riff 
from any.defe<f^ of judgment inevitajbiy 
mifleading us,— —would reffe6l difhon-^ 
our upon Goi> ; smi if he had made and 
fe^t a»en in^o t\^ wprid on parpf4e iIq 

pl^y.Ae foaI.> His^ aU.bwutiful'ha^tKlk 
q^de his judgment, rhke his heart, t^ 
right ; a^ th« inftances of his fag^cit^ 
in other things, abund^tly confirip it : 
we are led therefore in courfe to a fuppo? 
fitioa, that in all incoi>fi(lent inftances^ 
there is a fecret bias &>mQ bow or other; 
hyng upon the mind, whkJi turns it 
afide from reafon and truth. 

E 4 What 
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What this is, if we do not care to 
fearch for irt in ©urfdves, we ftiafl* find 
it regiftcred rn this tranfaAion of 'Felix r 
knd wfe may depend, that in all wrong 
judgnrients whatever, in fuch plain cafes 
as* thrs, that the fame explanation muflf 
be given of it, which is given in the 
text, — ^- — naively, tliait it is fbtne felfifh 

confidefatidn r fome fecretdifty en- 

gagemrcut with (bme little appetite, which 
does us fo much difhonour. 

^' The Judgments' of the more difrnte-* 
refted And impartial of us, deceive no 
fmall tinfture from our aflfeftions : we 
generally confuk them in all doubtful 
points, aod it happens well if the mat- 
t*r in : queftrcMi is not ^moft fettkdi 
before ' the arbitrator is called into ih< 

debate ; biit in the more flagrant in- 

ftances, where the paffions govern the 
whole tnan, 'tis melancholly to fee the 
office to wWch feafon, the great preto- 
gative of his nature, is reduced ; ferv- 
ihg the lower appetites in the diChoneft 
drudgery of finding out arguinents to 
juftify the prefent purfuit. 

To 
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. To jufite^ tightly of 6ur own wocth, 
we ihoald retire a litde from the world, 

to ioc all ks pleafures and pains too^ 

in. their proper fize ai^ dimenfiona ; — r- 
this^ no doubt, waa the.r^aibn Sl Paul, 
when be in tended to convert Felix, be? 
gan his difcourfe upon the day of judg- 
ment, on purpofe to take the heart off 
from thia world and its pleafures, which 
dishonour- the uQ4erftanding fo as to tura 
the wifeft of .men into fix>ls and chil- 
dren. 

* 

If ypu enjiarge your obfervations upon 
this pian,, you will find, wher^ the. evil 
lies which has fuppprted thofe defperate 
opinion^ . which have fa bng divided the 

Chriilian. world, -and are .likely to 

4iivide it for ever. 

Confider popery well ;.you will be con- 
vinced, that the trueft .defiaiiion which 
.caa.be given of it, is, That it is a 

pecuniary iyftera, well coatrived to ope- 
rate upon men's paflions and weaknefs, 
whilft. their |xxdcets are o*picking :. run 
through all the points of diiSfercnce be- 

E 5 twcea 
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tween us y a nd when you fise, thSE in 
every one of them, they ferve the fawe 
end which Feibc had in view^ either of 
moiiey or power ; there is little room left 
to 'doubt whence • the- doud artfe«; 
which IS' fpread over the und^rftand- 
ing. 

> 

If this reafoning is conclufive vrhh 
regard to thpfe who merely differ from 
us in religion,-^ — let us try if it will not 
hold good with regard to thofe who have 

none at all, or rather, who.aflfeft to 

treat all perfuafions of it, with ridicule 
alike. Thanks to go6d feilfe, good man- 
ners, and a tnore enlarged" knowledge, 
this humour is going down, and feem's 
to be fettling at prefent, chiefly amongft 
the inferior claflesof people—^ — ^where h 
is likely to reft : as for the loweft ranks, 
tho* they are apt enough to follow the 
mo4es of their betters, yet are not likely 
to De,ftruck with this one, of making 
merry with that which is their confolatf- 
on i.they arp too ferious a fet of poor 
people ever heartily 'to enter .into it / ■ 



••«..♦ 



There 



s E R^M o N' nr; «j( 

There is enough, however, of k in tht 
world to fay, that this al)-&cred fyftem ^ 
which holds jthe world th harmony and 
peace^ is too often the firft objedt, dwt 
the giddy and inconfid^'ate make choice 
<5f to try the temper of thetr wits upon. 
Now, of the numbers who make this ex- 

periment, do you believe that one in 

a thoufand does it from conviftion,— — i- 
or from arguments which a courfe of 

Ihidy,— much cool rcafoning,- and a 

ibber enquiry into antiquity, and the true 
merits of the queflion, has furnifhed him 

with ? The years and way of life 

of the moil: froward of thefe, leads us to- 
a different explanation. 

Religion which lays fo many reftraints 
upoa us, is a troublefbme companion to 
thpfe who will lay no reftraints upon 
themfclvcs ; ■ ■ and for this reafon there 
is nothing more common to be obferved, 
than that the little arguments and cavila» 
which fuch men have gathered up againft 

it, in the early part of their lives, 

how confiderable foever they may have 
appeared, when viewed through their 

paflions 
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paffions and . prejudices, which give an 

uimatural turn to all ob^edts,^ -yet, 

when the edge of appetite has been worn 
down, and the heat of the purfuit pretty 
well over^— *-*-and reaibn and judgment 
have got pofleflion of their empire— 



'They feldom fail of bringing 



the loft iheep back to his fold. 

May Goo bring us all there. Amen 
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L U K E XV. I 2. 

And not many days aftisr^ the ytmngef/ah 
gathered alt be bad together:, and took bis 
journey into afar country.^ ■ ■ 



I 



IKNO.W oot whether die remark 
is ta Q^r hoQottr ox otberwife^ that 
Icflbns of wifclom have never fuch pow^ 
over us, as when they are wrought into 
the heart, through the ground-work of a 
.ftofy which -rengxgcti the.paififSDs : Ts it 
.that y^.^st HkeifiQQv 'ra(l suift*fifil be 
heatedi>efare we can bd wrought upon ? 
or^ Is the Jieart £b in love with dficm^ tbaj: 
where a true- report will .-not ^each it, we 
nvuftrsheat it /with ha ifttble^ ia-erder ^ ' 
ccookjA fcrftlii ci./ ../..^' -J \ -'i I 



< . • > 1 . >• #« L 



Whe- 
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Wltether this parable of the 
(for fo k 46 uiually- caJlcd) " ■ i& > really, 
fuch, or built upon fome ftory known 
at that time in Jerufalen^ is not much 
to the purpofe^; jit^ i& giv^ us. to^enlaI^ 
upon, tod turn ta the beil mora! acQoimt. 
we can. 

" A certain man, fays. our SAvrotrR, 
^^ had two &QS, atid the younger^ of d^em 
^ faid ta his father, Gi^e me the^jpoition 
^^ of goods which falls tame : and he 
*^ .divided unto them his fubftance. -And 
" not many days after, the younger fon 
^' gatifered all tog«ther^r atkl; tbbk Ub 
^^ JDujmejr into a far couiitrj, and ^eie 
^^ wafted his fubftance. with riotoasi Htw 



• • * 



The account is ffiort : tbi intrrefthig 
and padietrc poflages with which fucfa a 
'tranfa£tion would be necefiarily btmne^ 
ed^ aiel^t to be Applied by the heart : 
■ ■ - ♦t he ftory is fiient— — j-but natvure is 
not:r-< — ^^nuch kind advice^ znd miny a 
tender expoftulation wouki £di &P09Sitivt 

father's 
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father's lips,, no doubt, upon- diis occa- 
fion. 

He n^rould diiTuade his fon jFrom tHe 
folly of ft) ra(h an enterprise, by (hewing 
Bim the dangers of the journey ,— — ^the 

inexperience of hi» age, the ha* 

zard^s his Itfe, his fortune^ his- virtue, 
would run, without a guide, without e 
frifsnd : he would' tetf him of the inany 
ihares and- temptations which he had td 
avoid, or encounter at every ftep», ■ ■ 
the pleafures which would fojlieit him 

in, <K very luxurious court, the little 

khowJedge he- could gain^^^-^ — )^xcepi 
that of evil : he would fpeak of the 
iedu&ions of women, —*>their charms 

their poifons : what hapleis 

indulgences he might give way to, when 
far from reftraint, andi the check of 
^ving his fiither^ paiiu 

The difruafive would but inflame his 
dcfir c ■ 



He gathers all together. 
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-I fee the pidnre of his departure 



■ ■ ' the camels and a0es loaden >vith bia 
fubflance^ detached on one fide of the 
piece, JHid ah^ady oa their w^y :— — 
the piodigal. ioQ ftaadtag oa the fore* 
grouad, with a forced fed^teaefsi ftcug« 
gjisg againft the flut-tering movement of 
joyv upon his deliyerance fifom reflraint r 

- ^ t he elder brother holding l»s band^ 
as if iMlwilUiag..tq let it gp : — ^the fa* 

ther^ fad moment ! with a firm look, 

caver ittg a prophetic icD^iment, ^ tbajt 
aU vrbiiid . npt go wett with his.child,"^ 
r-**^ppmadiiag to embrace bia^ anc): 
bid . Jiim. . adieu. ■» ■ ■ Poor , ineoQfid^ratt 
youth;! FMxn whofe arms art tbou B^^ 
ing ? From what a ibeker art thou going 
fortii into the dorm ? Art thoii u^eajry of 
a fattier's afie^ion, of a fatirar's cam i 
or. Hoped . thou to ^nd . a warmer iii^ 
tereft, a truer counfeltor, or a kinder 
friend in a land of ftrangers, where youth 
is made a prey, and fo many- thonjfands 
are confederated to deceive (heov and 
live by their fpoik 

We 



J 
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'e will fe^k no furtber ihaa this 
for the extrav^^cies by which 
the ppodigal .foA a^de^ one unhappy tx* 
ample to tliejiumb^ : his fortune waftr 

ed^ the foibweJT/s of it fled in oourfe^ 

the warns of nature remain, — >— the hand 
of God gpne forth againft him, ■ »** For 
when be bad /pent ally a m^biy famine 

arofe in that country.** ^Heaven ! have 

pi«y tipQii : thf yoiuh^- fbi be is in hunger 
aad 6't{iref99 flrayed cut of the readi of 
a parent, who. counts every hour of his 

abfence with anguifli, -r^^^ offCtOQi 

all his tender offices, by his folly,—— 
and irdni relief and cbaxiiy from^oiiers, 
by Che ealaniky of the tiigcs. f 

, Nothing fo powerfully calls home the 
mind as diftrefs : the lenfe fibre than re- 
laxes,* the foul retirep to itfelfj'T— r 

fits penfive and fufceptible of right im- 
prelfioos : if we have a friend, *tts then 
we think of him ; if a benefadcM-^ at 
that moiilent all his kindneflfes preTs apop 

our mind. : — Grtacious and. hountiful 

Goo ! Is k not for this, that they who 

in their proTptrity ficKgiet thee, doyef 

remcm- 
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remember and" rettim to tKee in the 
hour of their forrow ? When our heart is 
in heavincfsi npon whom can we think 
but thee, who knoweft' our nteeflities a* 
'far of,* — putteft' ail bar tears in thy bot- 
tle, fecff every careful thought, 

— — heareff every figh and- melancholy 
jgroan.we utter.. 

** • Strange !^-i^^that we fliould'only be** 
gin to think of God with cdmfort,— - 
when with joy and comfort wc can thifik 
of nothing die: 

Klan fiirely isr a compound of riddles 
and-eontradidions : by the law of bis 
nature he avoids pain, and yet unle/s be' 
fuffers in the flejb^ he will not ceafe from 
j^, tho* it IS fure to bring pain and mh- 
•fery upon his head for ever. ' * 

Whilft' all went pleafurably on with 
'•^e prodigali; wis beaa* not on is word cW- 
derning his father,— —no pang' of re- 
morfe for the fufferings in which ht Had 
left him, or- relbtution of returning; to 
make' up the ^ account of : his folly : his 

firft 
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£rft hour of diilref^, feemed to be his 

firft hour of wifdom : ff^ben be came 

to himft^^ be /aid ^ How many hired fer^ 
^ants af my father .b^rve bread enough and 
to /pare^ wiilji J perijb, ! — r^ — 

- » 

• 

^Of-all the terrors of nature, that of 
one day or another dying by hunger, is 
thegreateft, and it as >vifely wove into 
our frame to awaken man to induftry^ 
and call forth bis taients \ «nd tho* we 
feem to-goon carele/sly^ fportijsg with it 

as we do with other terrors yet, he 

that fees this enemy fairly, and in his 
moil frightful fliape, will need no long 
nemonflraix^e, to make hini turn out of 
the way .to^ avoid him. 



It was the cafe of the prodigal 
he arofe to go unto his father.- 



^AJast How Jhall he. tell his fto- 

ry ? Ye who. have .trod this round, tell 

me in wliat words he Ihall give in to his 

father, the fad Stems of his extravagance 

and folly ? . -. 

-The 
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•The fcafts and banqtiets whki he 
gave to whdc cities in theeaft y^ * ■■■■ 
the cofts of Afiatic rarities, •:— ^~ and of 
Afiattc cooks to drefs the m"* t he cx^ 
penfes of iinging men and fififglng wo- 
men, the flute, the harp^ the fack- 

but, and of all kinds of mufick— ^thc 
drefs of the Pa-fian courts, how ni^ai- 
ficent ! their flaves how • ^ttmercaoa 1 — -^ 
their chariots, thfeif horfes, their palaces, 
their 'ftirnititre, what* immwfe fums they 
had devoured ! -~*~ what expeiStations 
from ftrangers of <:ondition ! what exac- 
tions! 

H&w fliaU the youth make his father 
comprehend, that, he was cheated .at 
Damafcus by one of the beft men in 
the -world ; — that he >h4d /lent a part 
of his ftrbftance to d friend .. ^t Nincvefcf 
who had fled off with it to the Gan- 
ges ;*— 'that a whore of Babylon had fwaf- 
lowed his beft pJearl, and anointed the 
whole city with his balm of Gilead ;— 
^t he had been fold by a man of ho* 
nwir for twenty fliekels of liber, to a 
'^'brker in graven images ; — that the 

images 
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Images* he had purchafcd Tiad profited 
Wra nothing ; — that they could not be 
tranfported a crofs the wilderncfs, and 
had been btirnt with fire at Shufen ; — 
that the * apes and peacocks, which he 
had icnt for from Tharfis, lay dead up- 
on his hands-, ^nd that the mummies 
iiad not been dead long enough, which 
had been brought him out of Egpyt :— 
that all had gone wrong fmce the day he 
ibribok his father's houfc. 



L eav^ the ftory it will 

•be told more concifely. tVben be 

'was yet afar off^ bis father f aw bint, * 
Xi^ompaffion told it in three word s - ■ 
fbe fell -upon bis neck and kijfed bim. 

Great is the power of doquence : but 
never is it fo great as when it pleads along 
with nature, and the culprit is a child 
ftrayed from his duty, and returned to 
it again with tears : Cafuifts may fettle 
the point as they will : But what could 

* Vide Chronicles ix. 21. 

apa- 



:u 
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a parent fee mor^ in the account^ than 
the natural oac;^ of an ingenious heart . 
too open for the worlds — fmitten with, 
^rong feofations of pleafuresy and filter- 
ed to fally forth unarmed into the midfl: 
of enemies ftronger than hinifdf i 

Generofity forrows as much for the 
over-matched^ as pity herfelf does. 

The idea of ^a /on fo ruia'd, would 
double the father's carefles j every efFur 
fion of his tender nefs would add bitter* 

nefs to his fon's remorfe. *•* GnTci- 

ous heaven ! what . a father Jiave I ren- 
dered miferable.!" 

And he faidi I have ftnned againfi hea- 
ven^ and in thy fight ^ and am uo more 
worthy io be called thy /on. 

BuUhe father /aidy Bring forth 'the bejt 
robe- " 



Oye 
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. . O ye affedions ! How fondly do you 
play at crpfs-purpofes with each other ? — 
'Tjs the natural dialogue of true tranf- 
port : joy is not methodical ; and where 
aa offender, beloved^ overcharges itfelf 

iQ the offence, words are too cold • 

and a. conciliated heart replies by tokens 
of efl:eem« 

^ Mnd be /aid unto his fervanis^ Bring 
forth the beji robe and put it on him ; And 
put a ring on his band^ and Jhoes on bis 
fict^, , ai^i brine bk hi f, ^^ fatted calfy nmd 
Jet us eat and drink and be merry. 

When the afFedions fo kindly break 
Joofe, Joyj is another name for Reli- 
gion • / . 

, We look up, as we tafte it : the cold 
Stoick without, when he. hears the danc- 
ing and the mufick, may afk fuUenly^ 
(with th<5 elder brother) What it means ;. 
and f efufe,.to entef : but the humane and 
compaflion.»te . all % impetiaoufly to the 
Vol. Ill ^ F ' ban- 
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banquet, given /or afon who was dead and 
is alive again^ - who was hft and is 

found. Gentle Tpirits, light up the pavil- 
iton with a facred fire ; and parental love, 
and filial piety lead in the mafk with riot 

and wild feftivity !— « Was it not for 

this that God gave man mufic to ftrike 
upon the kmdly paflions ; that nitture 
taught the feet to dance to its move- 
ments, and as chief govemefs of the 
feaft, poured forth wine into the goblet, 
to crown it with gladnefs ? 

The intention of this parable is (is clear 
from the'dccafion of it, that it will not 
be neceflary to perplex it with any tedi- 
ous explanation : it was defigned by way 
of indireft remonftrance to the Scribes 
and Pharifees, who animadverted upon, 
our Saviour's cbndudt, for entering (o 
freely into conferences with finners, in 
drder to reclaim them. To that end, 
he propofes the parable of the fhepherd, 
who left his ninety and nine flicep that 
were fafe in the fold, 'to go and feek for 
one fheep that was gone afttty,-^--^tel- 

• • V . ling 
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fi'ng them in other places, thdt they wlio 
were whde wanted not a phyfician,-— but 

- they that were :fick : •- and here, to 

e^ry on the -fame leffon, and to prove 
how acceptable fuch a recovery was to 
God, he relates this account of the pro- 
digal fon and his welcome reception. 

I faiow pot; whether It would be a fub^ 
JC&, of much edjfication. to convince you 
here, that our Saviour,, by the prodigal 
fon, particularly pointed at thofe who 
vitXQjinners of the Gentiles^ and were re- 
covered by divine Grace to repentance ; 

and that by the elder brother, he 

intended as manifefljy the piore froward 
of the Jews, who envied their conver- 
iion, and thought it a kind of wrong to 
their primogeniture, in bei^g made fel- 
low-heirs with them of the promifes of 

CjOD. 

Thefe ufes have been fb ably fet forth, 
m fo many good fermons upon the prodi- 
gal fon, that I (hall turn afide from , th^m 
at prefent^ and content myfelf with- fonie 

F z reflec- 
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refledlions tpon that fatal paflion whicli^ 
led him,^^ — '• — and fo many thoufands 
after the example, to gather M be bad to-- 
geiber^ and take his journey into a far 
country. 

The love of variety, or ciiriofity of 
feeing new things, which is the fame, 

or at leaft a fitter paffion to it^ fe'ems 

wove into the; firaftrie of every fon and 
daughter of Adam i^ we iifually fpeak of 
k as one of nature's levities, tho' plaated 
within us for the folid purpofes of carry- 
ing forwards the mind X6 frefli ^nquily 
and knowledge*:' ftrip us of it, the mind - 
(I fear) would do2e for ever over the pre- 
fentpage: and we Ihould all of us reft 
at eafe with fuch.objedts as prefented 
themfelves in the parifh or province where 
we firft drew our breath. 

It is to this fpur which is ever in our fides, 
that we owe the impatience of this defire for 
travelling; the paflion is no way badbutas 
others, are, — -^in it's mifmanagement or 

excefs i order it rightly the'advanta- 

ges 
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ges are worth the purfiut ; the chief of 
which are — ^to learn the languages, the 
laws and cuftoms, andunderftand the go- 
vernment and intereft of other nations^ 
—to acquire an urbanity and confi- 
dence of behaviour, and fit the mind more 
eafily for converfation and difcourfe; 
to take us out of the company of our 
aunts and grandmothers, and from the 
track of nurfery miftakes ; and by (hew- 
ing us new objefts, or old ones in new 

lights, to reform our judgments by 

tafting perpetually the varieties of nature, 

to know what is good by obferving 

Jthe addrefe and art&of men^ to conceive 
what i^Jincerei ^and by feeing the dif- 
ference of fo many various humours and 

manners, to look into ourfelves and 

fcrm our awn. 

« « 

This IS fbme part of the cargo we 
might return with • but the impulfe of 
feeing new fights, augmented with that 
.of getting clear from all leflbns both of 
wifdom and reproof ajt home^ — carries 
our youth too early out,, to turn this vea- 

F 3 turc 
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txire to much account ; on the contrary^ 
ff the fcene painted of the prodigal in his 
travels, looks more like a copy than ain 

original, ^will it not be well if fuch an 

adventurer, with lb unpromififig a fetting 

out, without i:arte^ without 

compafs, be not call away for ever, 

• and may he not be faid to efcapc 

well — if he returns to his country^ 

^ only as naked, as he fi^ft left it ? 

But you will fend an able pilot with 
your fou " ■■ a fcholan 

If wifilom can (peak in no othef kn*.* 

guage but Greek or Latin,- you do 

well— or if mathematicks will make 

a man a gentleman, or natural 

philofophy but teach him to make a bow, 
~- he may be of fome fervice in in- 
troducing your fon into good focieties, 
and fupporting him in them wheh he has 
done but the upfhot will be gene- 
rally this, that in the moft preffing occa^ 

fions of addrefs, if he is a mere 

m4n of reading, the unhappy youth wiM 

have 
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hare the tutor to carry, ■ ■ and not 
the tutor to carry him. 

But you will. avoid this extreme ; he 
fhall be e(corted by one who knows the 

world, not merely frora^ books but 

from his own experience : a man 

who has been employed on fiich fervices, 
and thrice made the tour of Europe^ wiib 
fuccefs. 



■That IS, without breaking his 

own, or his pupiPs neck \ for if h^ 

^ is ftich as my eyes have feen ! fome bro- 
ken Swifs valet de chambte, ^fpme ge* 

ner^I -undertaker, who will perform thtf 
Journey in fo. many months ** if Goi> 

pEKHiT," much knowledge will no? 

accrue ;— ^ — fome. profit at leaft, he 

will learn the a«v>unt to a halfpenny, of 

every ftage from Calais to Rome ; 

k^' will fee carried to the beft iiinSi--in- 
ftru<aed where there is the belt wine,' 
and fup ia livre cheaper, than if the youth 
had been left to make the tour and the 

bargain himfelf. Look at our go- 

F 4 vernorj 
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vernor ! I befeech you : — -h — fee, he ik 
an inch taller as he rdat^s the advan* 
tages.- ■ ■ ■ . i 



-And here ejideth his pridc- 



his knowledge and his ufe.. 

But when your foh gets abroad, he 
will: bi^ taken out- of his band, by bis fb- 
ciety with men of rank and letters^ 
with whom he will pafs the greateft part 
cf'his time. 

. Let me obferve in the firft place,—— 
that company which \^ really good, is 
very rare - a nd very fhy : but ypii 
have furmounted this difficulty ; and 
procured him the beft letters of recom- 
inendati6n to the moft eminent and 
refpeftable in every ca^tal. 

■ * ■ 

And I anfwer; that he. will obtaiof 
all by them, which courtefy ftridly. 
ftands obliged to pay on fuch occafions^ 
rbut no more. 

There 
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There is nothing in which we are fo 
much deceived^ as in the advantag.es 
propofed from our conneilions and dil^ 
cpurfe vrith the literati, &:c. in fqreign 
parts' f eipecjally if the experiment is 
made before we are matured by years or 
ftudy.. 

Converfatron is a traffic ; and ff you 
enter into it, without fome dock of know- 
ledge, to ballance the account perpetually 

betwixt you, the frade drops at once r 

and this is'thereafbn,- ^however it may 

be boafted to the contrary, why travel- 
lers have fo little (efpecially good) con- 

verfation wfth natives, owing to* 

their fufpicion, r-or perhaps convic- 
tion, that there is nothfng- to be extraft- 
ed from the converfation of young itine- 
rants,, worth the troiible of their bad 

language, or the interruption of tlieic 

vifits. 

The pain on thefe occafibns is ufijafly 
reciprocal ^ the confequence of wJiich is,= 
that the difappointed ^outh feeks an ea^ 

F 5 fier 
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fier fociety ; and as bad company is al- 
ways ready,— and ever lying in wait, 

•——the career is foon finiflied ; and the 
poor prodigal returns the fame objed of 
pity, with the prodigal in the gofpel. 
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N^ational Mercies coniidered. 

Oh the Inauguration of his prefent 

V 

Majefty. 
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t 

« ««y«* *. 

DEUTSROIiOMir vK ZOi Zl^ 

t • 

jind when thy fon ajketb thee in time t6 
comey faying^ What mean the tejiimonies^ 
and the fiatutes^ and the judgments^ 
v)bich the Lord our. Gad hatb commandr 
edyou ? then thou Jb alt fay unto tbyjony 
JVe were PbaroaVs Bond/men in Egypt^ 
and the^ Lord brought us out of Egypt 
with ck mighty hand. 



s ' 



THESE are tRe words which Mpfe? 
left as a^ ftanding anfwer fdr the 
children of Ifrael tagive their poft^rky, 
who in time to come might become ignor 
rant^Qi:,titimindfulia>fth'& many and greal 
mercies, which. Goi^; had vouchfafed to 
their forefathers * all which had termi- 
nated in that one of tl^ir deliverance out 
cf bondage. 



< : I 
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Tho* they were di ceded to fpeak in 
this maniMsr, eich mail tSi hife Ibn, yet 
one cannot fuppofe, that the diredtion 
ihould be -Aecefiary lor the next-genera- 
tion, — for the children of thofe who had 
been eye-witi^fies of Gbb'fe Frovldences : 
it does not feenx likely that any of them 
fliould arrive to that age of reafoning,; 
which would put them upoii afking the 
fuppofed queftion^ and not . be, long be- 

IFore-hand, inftruCted in the anfwer. Eve- 

'ill- • \ 

i^ parent would tell his child the hatd- 
fhips of his captivity, and the a^ma^lng 
particulars of his deliverance : the ftbry 

was fo uncommon, -fb fiill of wonder^ 

a nd withal, the^ recital of it would 
ever" be a rtiateei* of fudi traiif^t, it 
eould not poffibly be kept a fecrei :: — r- 
tht piety and gratitode ^ of one geAera-^ 
lion, would anticipate the^ curiofity of 
inothdr ^ ' " their fofis wouldlettrtf the 
ftory with theijf Idbgaage- ' ' 

This probably rftight be the cafe with 
the firft or fecond race of people, but 
in . p^occfs of time, things might take a 

different 



different turn : a long, and undifturbed 
poffeffion of their liberties^ might blunt 
the fenfc of thofe providences of GodV 
which hid procured thenb, and' fet thtf 
fem^mbfante of all h« mercies, at too^ 
great a drftance from their hearts. Af- 
ter they had for fome years been eafed oF 
every real burthen, an excefs of freedom 
might make, them reftlefs under every 
imaginary one, and amongft others that 
of their religion t from thence they 
might feek occafion to enquire into the 
fouildation and fitnefs of it*s ceremonies, 
it*s ftatutes, and its judgments. 

They might a(k. What meant fo ma- 
ny commands in matters which to them 
appeared indifferent in their own natures ? 
What policy in ordaining them ? and. 
What obligation cculd there lie upon 
reafonable creatures, to comply with a 
multitude of fuch unaccountable injunc- 
tions, fo unworthy the wifdom of God/ 



Here- 



iia S.E'R'M..O N Vt 






. Hereafter, poffibly, they might go fur-^ 
ther lengths ; and tho' their natural- bent 
wa^ generally .tpwf^rfjs fuperftition^ yet 
ijarae adyenturers^ as Js. ever the cafe,, 
alight %er./orth^ oppofite coa£t,,and as 
they advanced might difcover that alt 
religions of what denominations or com.-^ 
pleftipns foever, were alike.. That the Reli^ 
gioi\ of their awn country in particuTar^ 
was.a contrivance of the Priefts and Le- 

vites,-T a phanton> drefled out in a 

terrifying g^rb of. their .ow;n makings ta 

iieep weak, minds, in fear : -that it's- 

rites and ceremonies, and numberlefs in- 
jupdtioins,. were fo- many different wheels. 
ifL the fame political engine, put, in,, nor 
doubt,, to amufe the ignorant, and keep^ 
them in fuch a ftate. of darknefe,^ as cle^ 
tical juggling requires,. 

f ' • * • • • - ' • 

That as fbi: the moralpart of it, tho*"- 

it was unexceptionable in Itfelf yet 

it was a piece of intelligence they did not 

ftand in want of ; men had' natural rea- 

fcn always to. have found it out, ^and. 

wifdom 
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Wifdom to have pradtifed it, without 
Mofes's affiflancc. 

Nay, poffibly, in procefs of time, 
they might arrive at greater improve* 

ments in religious contrpverfy- ? 

when they had given their fyftera of infi- 
delity all the ftrength it could admit of 
from reafon, they rnight begin to enabeN 
lifh it.witb ibme more fprightly coaceits 
and turns of ridicule* 

Some wanton Ifraelite, when he bad 
eaten and was full, might givp free 
fcope and -indulgence to thi^ .; talent : 
as arguments and fober reafoning faiPd, 
he m^ht tiirn the . edg€ of his >^it a- 
gainft types and rymboI$, :and treat all 
the myfteries of his religion, and every 
thing diat could . be. faid upon ib ferious 
a fuly eft with, raitf^ry ai\d mirth : he 
niight gjte vent to a world pf, pleafantr j| 
tipon many * facred pafiages of his iaw. - 
he might banter the golden calf,, or the 
brazen ferpent with great courage,-^ — r— 
«nd confound Ivmfclf im the diftinilions. 

of 
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of clean and unclean beafts, by the drf- 
perate Tallies of his wit againft them. 

He cbuld but poflibly take onfc ftep 
further ; when the land which flowed 
with milk and hbney, had quite wbrti 
out the impreflions of his yoke, and bleC- 
fings began to multiply upon his hands^ 
he mighty draw this curious conclufion, 
that there was no Being who tvas the au^^ 

thor and beftower of them, ^ ^ but 

that It was their own arm, and the 
mightinefs of Ifraelitiih fttetigth which 
had put them, and kept them in poffcfli-^ 
oh of fo ihiich happincfs / ■ i ■ . 



« - • • ' I 



; O^Mdfefe r' Hqw HvouSdi thy meefc and 
patient ' Ipirit have been put to the tor^ 
ture by fuch a return? If a propenfity 
ta>Vatds fup^rfti^ion in the tftaalitesi did 
orice bett-aY thcfe rilto aA ^xctfs of anger, 
that thou :thlr^ weft' the twoT faWeir dm of 
thy hands, which God had w^ote, and 
carelefsly hazardcd'ft the whole t^ea^ 
fure of the world, -—-with what ia- 
dignation and hcmeft anguifli w^uldft 

thou 
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thou have heard the fcoffings of thofe 
:xvho denied the hand which brought 
them forth, and faid, Who is God, that 
we fhodld obey his voice ? With what 
force and vivacity wouldflr thou have re- 
proached them with the hiftory of their 
own nation : that if too free an en- 
joyment of God's bleffings, had madie 
them forget to look backwards, —'—it 
it was neceflary to remind thcm^ thit 
-their forefathers wei« jpharoah's bondf- 
men in Egypt, without profpeft of deli- 
verance 5 that the chains of their capti- 
vity had been fixed and rlvetted by ia 
fucceffion of four hundred and thirty 
years, "^ without the iatdrruption* of one 
ftruggle for their liberty : That aftidr 
Xhe cxpii'atioa of that hoplefe period, 
when no natural means favoured the e- 
veht^'they were fnatched almoft againft 
Aeir own wills out of the hands of 
their oppreflbrs, and led throu^ an 
ocean of dangers,, to the poffeffioii of 
a land of plenty : — r-that this chati^ 
in their aSairs, was not the prdduce of 
chance or fortune, or was it pro- 
jected 
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with it into Britain, Co early as in the 
life-time of the apoftles themfelves, 
or at fortheft, pot many years after their 
deathi 

Tho* this mi^t feem a bleffing con- 
veyed and offered to us in common with 
other parts of the world, yet when you 
r,e^ft upon this as a remote corner of 

the earth in refpeft of Judea, ^its fitu- 

ation and inacceffiblenefs as an ifland^ 
the little that was then known of 

navigation, =.or carried on of com- 

mercei-*-~the large traft of land which 
tp this day r^ains unhallowed with the 
name of Christ, and almofl: in the 
neighbourhood of where the firft glad 

tidings of him were founded-^ One 

(jannot but adore the goodnefe of God, 
and remark a more particular Providence 
in it's conveyance and eftablifhment here, 
than amongft other nations upon the con- 
tinent, where, tho' the oppofitions 

from error and prejudice were equal, it 
had not thefe natural impediments to en- 
counter* . ^ 

Hifto. 



SERMON Yh 115 

- Hiftorians .and ftatefnien, who gene- 
rally- fiaarch every where for. the caufes of 
events,! but* in the pl^afuTiB of Him who 
difpoTes of thfem, may make different re* 
flet^ions upon this. They may confider 
it as a matter incidental, brought to pafs 
by the fortuitous ambition, fuccefs and 
fettlemeiitof therRomanshere; it appear- 
ing that in Clwdius's reign, when Chrifti- 
ianity began to get footing in Rome, that 
near eighty thoufand of that city and 
people were .fixed in this ifland : as this 
made a free comraunicatioji betwixt the 
two places, the way for the gofpel was in 
cour/e open, and it's ^tranlition from the 
one to the other, natural and eafy to be 

accounted for and yet, neverthelefs, 

providential. God often, fuffers us to 
purfue the 4evic66 ol; our. hearp, whilft 
lie turns the courfe of then?, like the ri- 
vers of waters, to bountiful purpofes. 
Thus, he might, make that purfuit of 
glory inherent in the Romans, the engine 
to advance his ^owii,-..and eftablilh it 

\iCXQ : be . n^igiht make the wickednefs of 

the 
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the earth, to work his own righteouihefs, 
by fufferinjg them to wander a wJiile be- 
yond their proper bounds, till hus. pur-: 
jjofes were fiilfiUed, and,, tben put bis 
hook into their noftrihy and lead tbpfe 
wild beafts of prey back again into their 
own land. 

Next to this blefling of the light of the 

gofpel, we muft not forget that by which 

it was preferved from the danger of 

being totally fmothered and extinguifti- 

ed, by that vaft fwarm of barbarous 

nations, which came down upon us from 

the north, and (hook the world like a 

tempefl: ; changing names and cuftonis, 

and language and government, and al- 

moft the "very face of nature wherever 

they fixed. That our religion fhould be 

preferved at all, when every thing elfe 

Teemed to perifli, which w^l^ capable of 

clrange, — ^— oi", that it fhould not' be 

hurt under that mighty weight of ruins, 

beyond the recovery of its former beau-* 

ty and ftrength,— *— ^the whole can be 

afcribed to ho Caiife 4b likely as this,' 

That 
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That the fame power of God which fent 

iC forth, was prefent tofupportit p- 

when .the whole frame of other tilings? 
gay^ way» 

* « * . . • 

Next in degree to this mercy of pre- > 
ferving Chriftianity from an utter extinc- 
tion, — -we muft reckon that of being 
enabled to preferve, and free it froni' 
corruptions, which the ruft of time,— U- 
the abufes of men, and the nktural ten-.. 
dency of all things to degeneracy, which 
a*e trufted to them, had from time td 
time introduced into It. 
• ' • ■•..*' 

Since the day in which this Reformati- 
on was began, by how many ftrange and 
critical turns has it been perfefted and 
handed down, if .not, entirely ,^ubout 

fpot or ivrinkk, at leaft, without great 

blotches or marks of anility, , . / •; 

Even tht blow which was- fuffered to* 
fall upon it (hortly afte*, in -that perrodi 
where our hiftory. looks fo iitjlijcej^prfelf, 
flained, Mary, by diee, and disfiguredr 

Vol. IIL ' G with 
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wkh: blood :— — — can one refleft^ upon 
It, wiihout adoring the Providence of 
QoD^ which fo fpeedily. fnatched-tlic 
fword ofpetfecution out of her hand, ■ , ■ 
making her reign as Ihort as it was mer- 
cildi; 

•. • ■ • 

•..If QoT> thteii tnade ^s, as he did the 
Ifrftelttej^ fack honey out of the rbck^ 
attd-oik Qiit of the flinty rock, how much 
more fignal was his mercy in giving theta 
to u^ without money^ without price, ia 
thofe good days which followed, ^hen « 
long and a wife reign was as neceflary to. 
build up our church, as a fhort one vvas 
before to fave it from ritins. - 



•The blefling was neceflary, 
-and it was granted.- 



/ 
J 



•GoD^ having multiplied the years of that 
renowned princefs to an uncommon num- 
ber, giving her time, as well as a heart, 
tb fix a waveitng'perfecuted people, and 
fettle them oipon fueli foundation, as muft 
make thetii h*ij>f)y -, — i— -the- toiM>li-fl:bne, 

by 
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'1>y which they are to be tried, whom 
^OD has entrufted with the care of king- 
<doms. 

Bleffed ie thy glorious name for ever 
^nd ever, in making that teft fo much ea- 
(ier for the Britifli, than other princes of 
this earth ; whofe fubjedts, whatever o- 
ther changes they have felt, have fel- 
<iom happened upon that of changing 
their raifery, and it is to be feared, 
«re never likely, fo long as they are 
kept fo ftrongly bound in chains of 
•darkneiv-— — and chains of power. 

From both thefe kinds of evils, which 
are almoft naturally connefted together, 
Ho>V providential was our efcape in the 
fucceediiig reign, when aU the choice 
blood was befpoke, and preparaticnis 
made to offer it up at one; facrifice. 

I would not intermix the horrors of 
that black proje<fted feftival, witK the 
glories of this ; or name the forrows 
iof ,the next areign, which ended ia the 

a z fub- 



I 
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fubvcrfion of our conftitution, was it not 
iKcdTary to purfue the thread of odr 
deliverances through thofe times, and 
remark how high God's Providence was 
to us in them both, by pi»teamg us 
from the on*, in Jls fignal a manner, 
as he reftored us from the other. . 

. Indeed the latter of them, might 
have been a joylefs matter of temem; 
brance to us at this day, .had it not 
been confirmed a blefling by a fucceed- 
iag efcape, which fealed and conveyed 
it fafe down to us : whether it was to 
corr^a an undue fenfe of former blef- 
fjngs^ or to teach us to reflea up- 
on the number and value of them, 
by threatening us with the deprivation 

of them, ^we . were fiifFer^d, however, 

to approach the edge of a precipice, 
where, if Goo had not raifed lap a de- 
liverer to lead us back all had been 

loft : the arts of Jefuitiy had 3e- 

coy'd U6 forwards, or if that had fail- 
ed, we had been puflied down by open 
force, and o\ir deftruftion ,had been 
'ne-vi table. 

The 
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. The good confcqiiences of that deli- 
verance are fuch, that it feemed as if 
God had fuffered our waters, likt thofc 
of Bethefda, to be troubled, to make 
them afterwards more healing to us j 
fince to the accounfof that day's bleP 
ling, we charge the enjoyment of every 
thing fmce, worth a free man's living for^ 
the revival of our liberty, our re- 
ligion • the ja(E rights of our kings, 

^nd the juft rights of our people,* 



«nd along with all^ tliat happy provilioa 
for their continuance^ for which we are 
returning thanks to God this day. 

Let us do it^ I befeoch yau, in the 
way which becomes wife men, by purfu* 
>pg the intentions of his bleilings, and 
making a better ufe of them than our 
forefathers, who -fome times fecmcd ta 

grow weary of their owq. iKippinefs : 

let us rather thank God for the good land 
which he has given us ; and when we ♦ 
begin to pfofper in it, and have built 

goodly houfeis and dwelt therein, an4 

G 3 ' wheii 
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when our filver and our gold js muftipli- 
edy and all that we have is multiplied, 
let the inftances of our virtue and bene- 
volence be multiplied with them, that 
tile great and mighty God, who is righ- 
teous in all his ways, and holy in all his 
works, may in the laft day of accounting 
with us, judge us worthy of the mercies 
we have received. 

In vain are days fet apart to cele- 
brate fucceftful occurrences, unlefs they 

influence a- nation's morals *r a fin- 

ful people never can be grateful to God, 
nor can they, jM-operly fpeaking, h& 

loyal to their prince v they cannot be 

grateful to the one, — -becaiife they live 
not under a fenfe of his mercies, ■■ ■■■■» 
nor can they be loyal to the other, be- 
caufe they difcngagd the Providence of 
God from taking his part, --^— r- and then 
giving a heart to his adverfaries to be 
in tradable. — 

And therefore, what was fajd by fome • 
ene. That every fin was a treafon a- 

gainft 
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gainft the foul, may be applied here, 

That every wicked man is a traitor 

to his king and his country. And what- 
ever ftatefmen may write of the caufcs 

of the rife and fall of nations ; for the 

contrary reafons, a good man will ever 
be found, to be the beft patriot and the 
beft fubjedl : and tho' an individual may 
fay. What can my righteoufnefs profit 
a nation of men ? it may be anfwered. 
That if it fliould fail of a blefling here, 

it will have one advantage at leaft, 

which is tbis^ 

It will fave thy own foul j which may 
God grant. Amen. 
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row i and that^ not from his faults, but 
from the ambition, the violences and evil 
paifions of others. A large portion of 
what man is born tOj^ comes, you'll fay> 
from the fame quarter : *^tis true ; but 
flill in fome men's lives, there feems a 
contexture of mifery ; one evil fo 

rifes out of another, and the whole plan 
and execution of the piece has fo very 
^ melancholy an air, that a good natured 
man fhall not be able to look upon it, 
but with tears on bis cheeks. 

I pity this patriarch ftiU the more, bc- 
caufe, from his firft fetting out in lifcj 
he had been led into an expeftation of 
fuch different fcenes : he w^ toW, by 
Ifaac his father, that God Jbould blefs bim 
^itb the dew of becmen^ and tbefalne/s of 
the earthy and wtfh plenty of corn and 
wine i — that people were toferve him^ and 

nations to bow down to him ; tbat 

*^ ft>ould be lord over bis brethren ;— — thai 
tleffed was every me that blejfed bim, an i 
€urjed Was every one who aurfed bim. 

The 
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The fimpHcity of youth takes promilcs 
of happinefs in the fuUeft latitude, 
and as thefe were moreover confirmed 
to him by the God of his fathers, on his 

way to Padan-aran, it would leave 

no diftruft o£ their accomplifliment, upon 

his mind ; every fair and flattering 

objeft before him/ which wore the face 
of joy, he would regard as a portion of 

his bleiling ; he would purfue it— — 

he would grafp a fliadow. 

This, by the way, makes it neceflary. 
to fuppofe, that the bleflings which were 
conveyed, had a view to bleflings not 
altogether fuch as a carnal mind would 
expeft i but that they were in a great 
meafure "fpiritual, and fuch as the pro- 
phetic foul of Haac had principally bdfbr^ 
him, in the cpmprehenfive idea of their' 
future and happy eftablilhment, when 
they were no longer to be ftrangers and 
pilgrims upon earth : for in faft, in the 
ftridl and literal fenfe of his father's grant, 
J acob enjoyed it not ; and was Co 

fv 
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Tbtfe twenty years that I have been 
with thee^ " tbe yews have not eafi 

their youngs and the tarns of thy flocks 
have I not eaten. That which wof torn 
of beafis^ I brought not unto thee^ ' 
/ hare the lofs of it ; what was ftokn 
^y ^^y-) ^ Jiolen by nighty of my hands 
didji thou require it. Thus I ixias : r» 
the day, the drought ^onfum^d me^ and 
tb€ froji by mghti and my fleep departed 
from my eyes, Tbtts have I been twenty 

years in thy borife : / Jerved thee 

fourteen years for thy two daughters^ and 
fix years for thy cattle ; and thm bqji 
changed my ifioges ten times. ^ 

• 

Scarce had he recovei^ed from theie 
erils, wben the ill coadudi and vicf s off 
his children, wound, his ibul to 'deaths 

—Reuben proves inceftuous, 

Jiidafa adulterous, ■ ' His Dai^lYter 

Dinah is diffaonofifed, — r-<^Simoan and 
I^vi dtfhenwr themfdves hj treachery, 

* two of hiigrandchtldren are^riek'^ 

en widi fuddch deatfa^^-t^-^^R^chaei hia 

beloved 
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beloved wife periKhes, aad in circumftan- 
ces which imbktered his lofs,— — his 
foQ Jofeph, a moft promifing youth, is 
torn from him, by the envy of his bre- 
thren ; and to clofe all, himfelf driven by 
famine in his old age to d^ amongfl the 
Egyptians, a people who held it an abo- 
mination to eat bread with him. Un- 
happy patriarch ! well might he fajr,. 
That few and evU bad been bis dayj -, the 
ianfwer, indeed, was extended beyond 
the monarch's enquiry^ which was firaply 

his age j — but how could he look 

back wpoii the days of his pilgrimage^ 
without thinking of the forrows which' 
%.ofe days had brought along with them ? 
all that was more in the anfwer than in the 
demand, was the overflowings of a heart 
ready to bleed afrefti at the recollediba 
cf .what had bcfaUcil. 

Unwillingly does the mind digcft the 
evils prepared for it by others v— *for 
thofe we prepare ourfelves, — —we eat 
but the fruit which' we have! planted and 

watered ;-^ ^ ftatta^ed fortune — * 

a (hat^ 
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a Shattered frame, Co we have but the 
faiisfaftion of (battering them ourfelves, 
pafs naturally enough into the habit, 
and by the e^e with which they ate both 
done,' they fave the fped^ator a world q£ 
pity: b\it for tho{*e Uke Jacot's, brought 
upon him by' the hands from which he 

looked for all his comforts, the 

avarice of a parent,- the unkindnefs 

of a relation, the ingratitude of a 

chfld, rfiey are evils which leave a 

fear ; befides, as they hang over 

the heads of all, and therefore may ftiH 

upon any ;- -every 1ook«- on has 

'^n intereft in the tragedy ;• but. 

then we ^re apt to intereft ourfelves no 
other-wife, than . merely as the incidents 
themfelves ftrike our paflions, without 

carrying the leflbn further : in a 

word we realize nothing:— — we 

figh— v/c wipe away the tear, and 

there ends the -ftory of mifery, and the 
moral with it. 

Let tts try to do better with this. To 

begin, with 'thcbad^bias whith gave -the 
• 1. . whole 
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.whole turn to the prtriarch's life , - ■ pa\ 

rental partiality-^ or parental inju(licc> 

it matters not by what title it ftands 
diftiJiguilhed^ — —'tis that, by which Re- 
'bekah planted a dagger in Efau^s breaft v 
and an eternal terror with it, in her own, 
left (he fliould live to Be deprived of 

them, both in one day and truft me, 

dear Chriftians, .wherever that equal ba- 
lance of kindnefs and love, whicli chil? 
dren look up to you for as their natural 

right, is no longer maintained there 

will daggers ever be planted ; the /on 
Jbali literally be Jet at variance agalnft bis 
father^ and the daughter againft her mother^ 
and the daughter-in-lan» againft her mother- 
in-law^ and a man' s foes Jhall be they 

ef his own houjbold. 

It v/as an excellent ordinance, as well 
of domeftic policy,, as of equity, whiclj . 
Mofes gave upon this head, in the 21ft 
of Deuteronomy. 

If a man have two, wives ^ one hehv' 
ed and one ijafcd^ and tbe^ bavf horn binf 

children^ 
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tifUdpetu, hth the beloved and the batcdj. 
and if thefirjl born f on be hers that was 
^ated^ thenit jhall be^ when be maketb bis 
Jbns to inherit that which be bath, that bt- 
may not make the fon of the beloved^ firji 
horn^ btfore the fon of the hated which is 

indeed the firft horn^ hut be Jball ac^ 

Jtnowledge the fon of the hated for firft born^ 
-bj giving mm a double pt^rtion of all that 
be bath. The evil was well fenced 
♦again ft for ^tis one of thofe which 
fteals in upon the heart with the affedlt^ 
ons, and courts the parent under Co fweet 
a form, that thoufands have been betray • 
cd by the very virtues which fliould have 
|>referved them. Nature tells the parent, 
there can be no ejror on the fide of affec- 
tion ; but we forget, when Nature 

pleads for one, fhe pleads for every child 

^like and. Why is not her voice to 

be heard ? Solomon fays^ Oppreflion will 

make a wife man mad. What will 

it do then, to a tender and ingenuous 
heart, which feels itfeif neglefted, 
too full, of reverence for the author of it^ 

wrongs to 4:omplain ? — 'fee> it fits dowa 

ifi 
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10 filcnce, robbed by difcouragements, 

of all its natural powers to pleafe, 

born to fee othea loaded with carefles 

- in fome uncheary corner it nou- 

riftes it's difcontent, and with a 

weight upon it's fpirits, which it's littla 
ftock of fortitude is not able to widi- 

ftand, it droqps and pines away. 

Sad vidtim of Caprice, . 

We 3,rc unavoidably led here into a 
reflexion upon Jacob's conduS in regard 
to his fon Jofcph^ which no way correC- 
ponded with the leflfon of wifdom, which 
the miferiei of his own family might 
have taught him : furely his eyes had 
fcen fbrrows fufficient on that fcore, to 
have taken warning : and yet we find, 
that he feH into the fame fnare of parti- 
ality to that child in his old age, which 

^a\ "^""^^^^ Rehekah had fhewn to him, 
^n^hers,^/^^ jyy^^^ j^^^^ j^j^ph ^^^^ ^^^^^ 

*'> old f f^'*^'' ' ^^^^'i/*^ f^' ^^^ ^^^^/^« ^f 
^y colours. ' ^^^"^ ^^ ^'^^^ ^'^^ ^ ^^^^ ^f ^^^ 

prophetic fmv 7^^eJ / Where was that 

^ '^ H^hich dartpd lik\£ into 

future 
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fiiture times, and' told each tribe what 
was to be it's fate ?— U^Wherc was it 
lied, that it couM not qidi di^e to lo©k fo 
little a way ^ forwards, asr to behold 'r;W5 
^eat of many sel&urs^ .{tained with, blood ? 
Why were the taider emotions of a pa*- 

rent's angiiifh hidfroih thy eyes ? ' ■■ ■ 

and, Why is every thing ?^---^^^—^hut that 
it pleafes lieaven togWe ns^ no mare light 
in our way, than will leave virtue in pofr 
feflion of it's recompence.- 

-ri Graut nie, gracious. God ! ta 

go cJiearfuUy oii, tiie toad which thou 
haft marked ont^ ■ > * I wifhit neither 
more wide or more fmootfc-:— ^-r-continue 
tlie Jight of this dim taper thou haft put 

into my hands :- 1 will kneel upon 

the ground feven times a day, to feek 
the beft track fc can with it ■> T , and hav- 
ing done, that, .1 will truft Ai^felfiand the 
iflue of my journey to thee, who art the 
.fountain of joy, ■ a nd will fing fongs 
of comfort as I go ^long. 

« 9 

• • • 

Vol. IV H Let 
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Let us proceed te. the fecond great og« 
curreace ' in the tLpatriaoch's life,— = — The 
impofitioQ of a .wife upcm him ^which he 
neither bargained ribr orJoved.- — And4i 
€ame to ^afs in the mornings behold it was 
Leah ! and be /aid unto Ldban^ fVhat is 
this that thou b^ done unto me ? Did / 
not ferve ftbee for Racbael? IVbtr^re then 
hafi tbou beguiled mef 

This indeed is out of the fyttem oT all 
conjugal impoiitions now, - — but the 
imorai of It 'is AiH^ood; and the abufe 
with the fatne complaint of Ja<tob*s upon 
•it, will ever be repeated, fo long as art 
4ind artifice areifo bufy as they .are in th^e 
iaffairs. 

Liften, I pray you,'tb the llories of the 
-difappoimed in marriage : ^ coileft all 
their complaints :— — hear their mutual 
^reproaches -, upon what fatal hinge do 
thegreateft part pf them- turn ?— " They 

were miftaken in the pdrfon/* Some 

di^uife eithtf of body or mind is ieea 

ihrai^gh 
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through in the firft domcftic fcufflc ;• 



ibme fair ornament — ^perhaps the very 

one which won the heart, the orna^ 

ffteni of a meek and quiet fpir^^ falls oS'^ 
JU is not the Racbael for whom I iave 

Jerveii- Why bafi thou then beguiled 

me? 

- Be: open -^ — be. honeft :: give yourfelf 
for what you are ; conceal nothing, . 
vamifti nothing, and if thefe fair wea- 
pons will not <ld, -* — better not contjOer 

at all, than concjuer for a day : whei> 

the iHgjhrt is paffed, 'twill ever be the 

fame ftory, — : And H capif to fafs^ 

heboid it ^vms Leab ! 

If the heart beguiles itfelf in it$ choice^ 

and imagination will give excellencies 
which are not the portion of fleih and 

blood : when the dream is over., and 

ive awake in the morning, it matters lit* 
tie whether 'tis Rachael or Leah, — —be 
the objed what it will, as it muft be on 
the earthly J6de, at leaft, of perfeftion^ 

H^ it 
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—it will fall Ihort of the 3^ork of fancyV 
whdTe exiftence is in the cloudfiL 

In fiich cafes of di^c^ion, letiaot man 

exclaim as Jacob does in his, ff^bat 

is it tbou bafi done unto me ? 

for 'tis his own doings, and be has no- 
thing to lay his fault on, but the heat 
and poetic indifcretion of hh own paf- 

fiottS; 

I know not whether *tis of any ufep 
to take notice of this ilngularity in the 
patriarch's life, in regard to the wrong 
be. received, from Laban, whicih was the 
very wrong he had done before to his Fa- 
ther Ifaac, when the infirmities of 
old age iiad difabled him from diftin- 
guiftiing one child from another : jirt 
thou fny very f on Efau ? and befaid^ lam^ 
'Tis doubtful whether Leah*s veracity 
was put to rfie fame teft,-^: — =-^but boph 
'fufFered from a fimilitude of ftratagcra 4 
and His liard to fay, whether the anguifli, 
from croficd love, in- the breail of one 
"brother, might not fee as fore a punifh- 

raeut. 
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ment, as the difquietudes of crofs'd am- 
bition and revenge in the breaft of the 

other. ' 

■» 

I do not fee whidh way the honour of . 
Providence is concerned in repaying us 

cxadtly in our own coin, or, why a 

man fhould fall into that very pit, (and 
no other) which he has graven and digged 
for anotber man ; time and chance may 
Tiring fuch incidents about, and there 
wants nothing, but that Jacob fliould 
have been a bad man, to have made this • 
a common-place text for fuch a doc- 
trine. 

It is enough for us, that the befl: way 
to efcape evil, is in general, not to com- 
mit it ourfelves and that whenevei: 

the paffions of mankind will order it o- 
therwtfe, - to rob thofe, at leaft, who love 
judgments J of the triumph offindingitout. 
^---Tbat o^r travail has returned upon our 
beads ^ and our violent dealings upon out' 
vivn pates. ^ ' ' . " 

H 3 I can- 
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I cannot conclude this difcourfe, with^ 
out returning firft to the part with which 
it fet out ; — — the patriarch's account to 
the king of Egypt, of the fhortnefs and 

ixiifery of his days : give mc leave » 

bring this home ta us,, by a (lng}e reflea* 
tion upon each. 



\ 



There is fomething ft range in it that 
life fliould-appear fo ftiort in tbegrofs ■ ' 
and yet fo long m the detail Mifcry 

may make it fo, you'll fay but we 

will exclude it, and ftill you'll find^ 

though we all complain of the fliortneft 
of life, what numbers there are who 
feem quite over-ftocked with the days 
and hours of it, and are continually fend^ 
ing out into the high ways and ftreets of 
the city, to compel guefts to come in^ 
and take it off their haiids : to do this 
with ingenuity and forecaft, is not one of 
the leafl arts and bufmefs of life itfelf ; 
and they who cannot fucceed in it, carry 
as many marks of diftrefs about them, 
as bankruptcy herfelf could wear. Be 

as 
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SERMaN VIL %$ 

<s. careiefs as we may, we (hall not al- 
ways have the power, nor (hall we 

always be in a temper to let the accoiiint 
tun fhns. When the blood is cooled, 
and' the fpirits, which have hurried in on 
through half our days, before we have 
numbered one of them, are beginning to 
fetire ; -then wifdom wilf prefs a mo- 
ment to be heaEd,~ afffiftions or a 

bed of licknefs will find tlicir hours of 

perfuafibn ^and, fhoald they failj 

there is (bmething yet behind, old 

age will overtake us at the laftj and witH 
it's trembling hand, hold upthcglafe to 
us, as it did unto the patriarch.-?—- 



Dear inconfiderate Chriftians ! 



wait not, I befcech you, tiB then ; • 

take a view of your life now ; -look 

back, behold this fair fpace capable oi 

ftich heavenly improvements-! all 

fcrawl'd over and defaced with 

' ? I want words to fay, with what 

for I think only of the reflections 



with which you ai^e to fupporryourfelves, 

H 4 in 



^4 S;E>RMO.N Vn. 

ia the decline of a life fe miferably ca(t 
away, fhould it happen, as it often does, 
that ye .have ftood idie unto the eleventb 
hoiir, and havt . all the wi^rk of the day 
to perform whra nl^t corned oo, atid. no 
one can work, i i 

adly. As to the evil of the days jof the 
years of oux pilgrimige-— ^— rfpeculatipa 
andfaft appear!at variance again.— ^-t^ 
We -agree witBi the patriarch, that die 
life of fnan is miferable ; and yet the world 

tooks happy enough- and every thing 

tolerably at his eafe. It miift be noted 
indeed, that die patriarch in this account, 
fpeaks merely his prefent feelings, and 
fecms rather to be giving a hiftory of his 
fuflfetingSy dian a fyftem of them, in con* 
tradiiilion to tliat of the God of Love; 
Look upon die world he has giveniisj 
-ob^ve the riches* and plenty which 



T— f" 



flows -in every channel, not only to* iatisf^ 

the defires of the temperate, but of 

the fanciful and wanton esve^=y j>lace 

is aknoft.a paradif^i planted. when ma- 
ture wja&in 'her gayafthunuMiri 

;. i —Every 
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— ~Every thing has two views. Ja- 
cob, and Job, and Solomon, gave one 
fefttoa of the globe,"^-^^and this repre^ 

fentatioin another : '^- truth h'eth be*- 

twixt- or rather, good and evil art 

mixed tc^gether ; which of the two pre- 
ponderates, is beyond our enquiry ;— - 
feut, i traft-'-r-»u is the good :^— firft; 
-As it renders ; the Creator of the world 
indre dear and venerable to me ; and 
jecmidly, Becauie I wiU* not iiippofe, that 
a woik intended to exak.his glory, (hould 
ftand in want of apQlogie& 

' ^Whatever is the pro^rtion'ofTOifcry in 
this world, ii! is certain, that it can be 
»o duty of religion to tncreafe the conf- 
plaixit y > >■ or to afFeftth^ praife 'which 
Aef Jefttit's coilege of Oraiiado; giv€ of 
thfiir SauBbaz.-^^^^rU^rrhHt pteu^ he Kr- 
ed where there was a very fweet garden, 
yet, was never ieen to touch a flower ; 
atid. that jie would rather die than eat 
fait or pepper, or eu^t that mi^ give 
':areli/h'to.his.'ineat.: >. u' . .» 

H5 ^ I pity 
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I pity the men whofe natural pleafur es 
are burthens, and who fly from joy^ 
{as thefe fplenetic and morofe fouls 
do) as if it was really an evil in it* 
ftlf. 

If there is aa evil in this world, 'tis 

forrow and heavinefe of hearts The 

lofs of go6ds5 <)f health,^-~-ofcoro- 

Dcts and mitres, are only evil, as they 

occaCon forrow ; ^^take that ou t 

the reft is fancy,^ and dweUeth only 
in the head of man. . i > 

Poor linfortimaie creabire that be is! 
^s if the caufes of anguifh in the heart 

were not cnoy but he muft fill up 

^h^ meafure, with*thole of caprice; 
^d not only. Walk in a vain fhadow, 
*"^- — but difquiet .himfelf in vain too. 

i * 

We are a re&k&fet of beings; and 
as we are likely to continue ib to the 
«nd -of the Avotilt— th^ beft .W€ can 
«o m ,t, is to ^ajj^e the fiiiwe ufe of 

this 
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this part of our character, which wife 
men do of other bad propenfities — ^ 
when they find they cannot conquer 

them, they endeavour, at leaft, to 

divert them into good channels. 

If therefore we muft be a. (bllicitous 

race of felf-tormentors, let us drop 

the common oltjedts which make us 
fo,— ^and for God*s fake be follicit-> 
ous only to live well 
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The Parable of the 

RICH MAN and LAZARUS 

confldered. 
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LuKS xvi. ^r. 

Irfw^ 2^^ /«iVl unto biniy If they hear not 
Mofei dhd the prophets^ neither win 

' i bey he perfuadedi ibo* one fiouJd rifi 
from the dead. 




HteSfi words are the cpnclufion pf 
the parable pf the rich man and 
t^azafus $ the defign of which was to fhew 
us the neceflity of conducing ourfelves, 
by fuch lights as God had been pleafed 
to give us : the fenfe and meaning of the 
patriarch's $nal.determina|tion5 in the text 
being this, .Tjia? they who ,will not be 
perfuaded toanfwer the great purpofes of ^ 
their being, upon fuch^ arguments as are 
peered to them,; in fcripture, will never 

' j^ how 
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haw extraordinary (bever ; Iff iBef 

*hear not Mofes and the prophet s\ neither 
'will they be prfuadei^ though one Jbould 

rife from the dead. 

i - • ; •;- ''\ i r < ' -? '^ 

-Rife from the deadt To what 



purpofe ? What could focb $ mcffenger 
propofe or lirge, which had not beea 
iwrppofed . atid ;Vr^«d: akeMy f. ti^e \ iH>r 
trcUy or fu^prize of fuchji i^% m^%^ a^ 
^aken, the. artept^oiT. of a ^sjouis un- 
thinking people, who fpent tl|cif time 
in nothing elfe, but to heat and tell fome 
jnew thing ;, bu; ere the wonder Mfas.we^l 
b^er, fome/heU^ wofider -^^^^^ ftart ii]^ 
in Its room, and then fh^e jiian fnighrref 
turn . to the dead frbijir whence lie came 

and not a foul. make one enquiry about 
Jiim. '^ ' - 

.tthifirm ttF 'tlte affirf ' ^t^to' jbrlngtlils 
»na«er ftill clofcr w iis, let as' ima^he, 
»|[ there is nothing tmwor^y in 'jt,tfiat 

pailion 
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paffioii to a litiful one ihould vouchfafe 
to fend one from the dead, xb c^ll home 
our confcience and make us better Ghri^ 
ftians, better citizens, better men, and 
better fervants to God tfian what A?c 
are. 

Now bear with me, 1 befeech you, m 
framing fuch an addirers, as 1 imagine, 
vrould.be moft likely to gain our attenti- 
on, and conciiiate the heart to ^hat he 
had to fay: the great channel to it, is 

Intereft, and there he would fet 

out, 

r 

He might tdl us, (after the moft in^ 
idifputable credentials ofVhom he feryed) 
That he was come a meflenger from the 
great God of Heaven, with reiterated 
proposals, thereby much was to* btf 

granted us ori his jRde,— ^arid fome^ 

thing to be parted with on ouris : bxii^ 

that, not to alarm us, *twas nei-* 

ther houfes, nor land, nor pofleflions 5 

r 'twas neither wives, or childrefli 

or brethren, or fitters, which we had 

to 
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tt> fdrfake v n o one rational pfcar 

fiirc to be given up; • — no natural 

endearment to. be tcnrn from. 



' ■ , Fn- a- word, fie woul^: tellns^ 

We had nothing to part with but 

what was- not for our interefts to keep, 
-*— ^and that was our Vices ^ which 
broi^ht death and mifery to out doors^ 

< He* woul^-.go on, and prove it by. a 
thoufand arguments, that to be temperate 
«nd chafte^, and jud and peaceable, and 

charitable and kind to one another, 

was only doing that foi^ Christ's fake, 
jiEhieh was moft for. our own:; and. that 
were we in, a capacity of capitulating 
with Goa upon what terms, we would 

fiibnut to hf&.government,- hewxmkl 

convince lis, ^twould be impolfiblefor. the 
wit of man, to frames any propofals more 
for our prefent interefts^. than^ to kiuLan 
uucorrupted life — - to do ^be thing wbicb 
if lawful and rigJbt^^Bnd lay fuch reflraints 
upoa (Mir appetites as are for the honopr. 

of 
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of human nature, and the refinement of 
human happinefe. 

When this point was made out, and 
the alarms from Intereft got over, 
the fpedlre might addrefs himfelf to the 

other paffions, fn doing this, he could 

but giVeus the moft epgaging ideas of 
the perfcQions of Goi>, — ' — or could he 
do mtore, than imprefs the rhoft'aweful 

ones, of hfs majeffy and power : he 

might remind us, that we are -creatures 
but of a day, haftening to the place 

from whence we fhall not return ; - 

that- during oirr ftay, we flood account- 
able to thjs Being, who tho' rich in met* 
cies, yet was terrible in his judg- 
ments ;- — -that he took notice of all our 

adVfons ; -that he was about otir paths^ 

and about our beds, and fpied out all 
our ways ; aftd was fo pure in his namre^ 
that he wourd punHh even* thfe wicked 
imaginations of the heart, and had ap* 
pointed a day, wherem he wodd enter 
into this fen^^uiry.^— ^ — 
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He might add- 



But what ? i ■ ■> ■ with all: the- eloqucnGe 
of an iofpifed tongue, What could he 
add or fay to us, which has not beo^ 
feid before ?, the experiment ha« beea 
tried ft ihoufand times upon the hopef 
arid feari5,.the.reafon» and paffionsof 
taen» by all the powers -of ^ature,^ — ^ 
the applicatio» of which have been ft 
great, and the variety, erf" addrefles ia 
unanfwerable, th^ there is not a greater 
paradox in the worlds than that fo good 
a- religipn Ihould he no better recom^ 
iXfcend^d :by iV& pj^ofi^ffpr^. ' 

' The faft is, mankind are not always^ 
in a humour to be conviiiced^T— ^rr-andifo 
J6iig fls the pre-eng^enpieGt with, our pat 
fiom lubfji^s^ it.^i^ not |ar<gunqi!ent.at}p9 
i^hich Qan do th^ bufi^efir; — v--wt may 
amufe oitrfelves with th^ Ceremony of th$ 
operation, .but we r?Afon not with the 
proper faculty^ whefr-w^. fee- wery tttii^g 
m ihe Ihape and colouring, rn which the 

treachery 
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treachery of the fenfes paii^ it : and in- 
<leed, were we only to look into the 
worM', and obfervfe how incHnabie moa 
are to defend, evft, as wellas to commit 

it, one would think, at firft fight; 

they believed, that all difcoiirfes of reli- 
-gion and virtue were mere matters of ipe- 
culation^ for men to entertain fome idte 
hours ^tth; and conclude very naturally^ 
that we feemed to he agreed in no on« 
thing, bnt J^caking well — —and acting 
ill. But the trueft comment is in the 

text,i '^ they bear not Mqfss and Pbe 

propbetSj i^c. 

If Aey are not hroiight over to the in- 
tercfts cf religion upon fuch difcoveries 

as Gos> has made or has enabled 

diem to make, they will ftand out againlt: 
all ^viderKre : " ' " ' i ■' ' ^ in vaia Ihall one 

J?ife 'for tbeit convlftion • was the 

cartfe to give up her dead -'twould be 

the faoie;— -^ -every man would re- 
turn again to his courfe, and the f^mc 
bad paffions would produce the fame bad 

afltionsto4:beend of the worlds • 

;• 7 This 
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This is the principal Icffon of the pa-, 
liable; but Imuflt enlarge upon the whole 

Df it becaufe ithas forae other ufefiil 

kflbns, and they will beft.prefent them- 
fcbes to us as we gp along. 

In this parable, which is one of the 
moft remarkable in the gofpel, our Sa- 
viour reprefents a fcene, in which, by a 
kind of coatraft, two of the moft op^ 
fite conditions that could be brought to- 
gether from human life, are pafled before 
imr imaginations* 

The ojne, a man exalted above the le- 
vel of mankind, to the higheft pinnacle 

of profperity, ■ ■ to riches to 

happinefs.-: 1 iky, bappintfsy - 

'm compliance with the worU, aad on a 
fuppofition, that the poifeffioa. of riches 
muft make us happy, ^hen the very 
purfuit of them ib warms our imaginati- 
ons, that we ^zkt both body and foul 
up9n the event, as if they were things 
not to be purchafed at too dear p, rate^ 
They are the. wages of wifdom,-r-^ 

well 
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Aurell as of folly. -Whatever was the 

cafe here, is, beyond tlie purport of the 
parable ;— the fcripcurie is filent, and fo 
ihould we ; it marks only ihis outward 
condition, ^y the common appendages 
of it, in the two great articles of Va* 
xrity and Appetite : — - to gratify the 
one, he was cloathed in purple and fine 

linen : to fatis^ the -other, fared 

iumptuoufly every day -; — — - and upon 

every thing to we'll fuppofe, that 

climates could furnifli ^ that luxury 

could invent, tu* ithe hand of fcience 
could torture. 

Clofe by Kis gates is reprefented an 

object whom Providence might feem te 

liave placed there, to cure the pride of 

man, and fhew him to what wretched- 

nefs his condition might be brought : a 

creature ^n aU the ftiipwreck of nature, 

^helplefs nindone,— — ^in want of 

friends, in want of health, and in 

want of every thing with them which his 

diflreiles xalled for* 

rJat 



jjp SERMON VHL 

In this ftatse he is dcfcribed as defiling 
to be. fed with die crumbs which fell 
jgxnn the tich.man'is table v and tho* 
the cafe is not cxprefely ptt, that he 
was reftifcd, yet as the contrary is not 
affirmed in the hiftorical part of the para* 
bic, -— or pleaded after by. ^he other, 
tteit . he feewed mency to the qaiferable, 
wc-may conclude hte requdt was iinfuc-^ 
i^fui^— like too many others in the 
world, cither ib high lifted up in it, 
that they canncsl: look, down diftindtly 
enough upon the fufFerings of. their £d^ 

low creatures, or by long furfeiting 

in i continual courfe of banqueting and 
good cheer, they forget there is fiicb a 
diflemper as hunger, in the catalogue 
of human infirmities. . ^ 

I...: . . . 

Overcharggd with this, and perhaps^ 
a thoufand unpitied wants in a pi]grini- 
age through an inhofpitabte world, the 
poor man fiaks filentjy under Jhis burden. 

• But good Goo I whence • is this i 

:Why doeft thou fuffer thefe hardftiips in 

a world 
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a world which thou haft made ? Is it for 
thy honour, that one man fliould eat the 
bread of fulnefs, and fo many of his own 
ftock and lineage eat the bread of forrow f 

-That this man fhouW go clad in 

purple, and have all his paths ftrewed 
with rofe-buds of delight, whilft fo many 
mournful paflengers go heavily along, 
and pafs by his gates, hanging down their 
lieads ? Is it for thy Glory, O Gon! that 
fo large a fliade of mifery ftould be fpread 

acrofs thy works? or, Is it that we fee 

but a part of them ? When the great 
chain at length is let down, and all that 
has held the two worlds in harmony is 
feen ;—- -when the dawn of that day ap- 
proaches, in which all the diftrcfsful in- 
cidents of this Drama fhall be unravell'd; 

^when every man's cafe (hall be re- 

confidered then wilt thou be fully 

juffified in all thy .ways, and every mouth 
fhall be flopped. 

ft 

After a long day of mercy, mifpent in 

riot and uncharitablenefs, the rich man 

died alfo: \ ■ ■ ■ Itfee parable adds,' ■ ' 

Vol IV. I and 
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and was buried ; Buried no doubt ia 

triumph, with all the .iU^timed pride of 
funerals, and empty decorations, which 
worldly fol{y is apt to proftitute Upon 
thoie occaiions^ 

But this was the laft vain fhow-, the 

utter ^onclulion of all his epipurdanrgran- 

deut; ^the next is a^fceneof horror, 

where be is reprefcnted' by our Savio.ue, 

in a ftate of the utmoit mifery, from 

whence he is fuppofed to lift up his eyes 

towards, heaven, and cry to the patriarch 

Abraham for mercy. , ' , 

And Abraham faid^ Son, remember that 
thou in tby life time rcceivedjl thy £ood 
y things. ' 

;. • . 

' That he: had received his good 

things, 'twas from heaven, —and 

could be no reproach : with what feverity 
foever the fcripture Ipeaks againft riches, 
it does, not/ appear, that the living or 
faring fumptuoxifly every day, was the 
crime, olyedlcd to rfie richjuan; or that it 

IS 



is a realpart of ^ -vicious i^harafter: the 
cafe might be then, lujuow: his quality 
and ftati^i in ?the' world raiight be fuppo- 
fed to'beifocb, a&.'oiJt.Qnly tdhavejufti- 
.fied his'doiftg this, .bqt, in gerieral,.to 
have required jt withoyt ^y imputation 
of doiog wrong ; ^fgr differences of fta- 
tions there muft bejn the wprldj which 
muft be fupported by fuch marks of di- 
ftinftion as,GVift:Q«0 ^l>o(es- ^The exceed* 
i^g gr?at plejfity aftd' nfl^nificence, ii> 
which Solomon is defcribed to have lived, 
who had ten fat , oxen, and twenty oxea 
out of the.p*feires„ai^d:a hundred (hcept, 
Jbfifides;hart£iy.^4d .roebuck$,. ^nd fallow 
deer, «nd fatted fowl, with thirty meafurea 
of .fine flour, land thriee fcore meafures of 
meal, for the daily provifion of his tables 

—all {bis is, not laid tP him as a fm^ 

Jbut rather rernarfced as an iqftance of 
God's bleffingto hiniir— r-and whenever 
thefe things , are fi)):he;!wi'jfe, 'tis from a 
waftful and difhoneft.pe.i3^erfipn of them 

to pernicious ends,^ : — and oft times, 

to the very oppofite ones for which they 

were granted, to glad the heart, to 

I 2 open 
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open it, and render it more kind. ■ 

And this feems to have been the fnare 
the rich man had faMen infto— — and pof- 
fibly, had he feted lefs fumptuoufly, — — 
he might have had more cool hours for re*- 
fledtion, and been better di(pofed to have 
conceived an idea ^ want, and to have 
felt companion for it 

And Abraham faidj Son^ remember that 
thou in thy life time receivedfi tby g9od 
things J and likewije Lazariu evil things. 

^Rcmcmbert fad iubfedt of recol- 

le<5Vion ! that a man has pa0ed throu^ 
this world with all the^ bieffings and ad- 
vantages dif it on his fide,-*-— favoured by- 
Goo Ahnighty with riches,— —befriend- 
ed by his fellow creatures in the means 
of acquiring them,*-*— **affifted every hour 
by the (boiety of which he is a member, 
in the enjoyment of them to remem- 
ber, how much he has received,- 

how little he has beftowed, -that he 

has been no man's friend, no one's 

proteaor,- ^no one'3 bencfadton 

fcleiTed God! . 

Thus 
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< 

Thus b^ing in vain for himfelf, he 
is reprefented at laft as interceding for 
his brethren^ that Lazarua ni^ht be fent 
to them to give them warning, and iave 
them from the ruin which he had faDen 

into; tbey have Mofcs and the prophets^ 

was the anfwer of the patriarch ^—« 

let thtm bear item ; but the unhappy man 
is reprefented, as d^iccm tented with it ^ 
and ftiU perfifling in his requeft, and urg- 
ing, Nay^ father Abraham^ but if one 

went from the dead^ tbey would repents 



~— He thought fi> ■ b ut Abraham 
knew otherwife: and the grounds of the 
determinatton, I have exj^ned already, 

fo (hall proceed to draw fome other 

conclufions and leflbns from the parable. 

And firft, our SaViour might further 
intend to difcover to us by it, the dan- 
gers to which great riches naturally ex- 
pofe mankind, agreeably to what is dfe- 
where declared, how hardly (hall they 

I 5 who 
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who 'have them, enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. 

The truth 'is, they ^rd often too dange- 
rous ableffing for Gob'tb ti^trfE us with, 
or we to manage : they furround us at all 
times with eafe, with nonfenfe, with flat- 
tery, and falife friends, \^fth which thou- 
fands and ten thoufands have perifhed : 

they sCre. apt to ^ multiply our faults, 

and rrcacheroufly to* conceal the!m from 

US; they hourly adminifter to our 

temptations ;- and allow us neither 

time to examine our faults, or humility 
tbrepeiitof ihem>— nay, what ii^ftrange, 
do they not oftOT tempt men even to co- 
vetoufnefs* and tho' amidil all the ill 
offices which riches do us, one would laft 
fu{t)e£t this vice, but radier think the one 
a cure for the other; yet fo it is, that many 
a, man contr^fts his fpirits upon the en- 
largement of his fortune, and is the more 
empty for being full. 



But 



6ut there is lefe need to preach againft 
this: we feem 'all to be hs^ening to the 
oppofite e35tf erne of luxuty^ and Qxipenfe : 
we generally content ourfdrcs with th« 
iblution of it; and fay, 'Tis a natural 
con&quence of trade and riches'-^^and 
there it ends. 

By tVie w«y,l affirm, thefe-is a miftake 
in the account;, and' that it is not riches 
\Thich are tiie Ga«fe of' luxury,--4)Ut the 
corrupt calculation of the world, in mak- 
ing riches the balance for honour, for vir* 
tue, and for every thing that is great and 
good, which, goads fb ijiany thoufands on 
with an affeiflation of pofieffing more thaa 

they have, and confequently of en* 

gaging in a fyftem of expences they can-- 
not fupport* 

In one word, 'tis the neceffity ot.ap^ 
pearmg to be ftttnebody,.in order to be Q>^ 
which ruins the world 

This leads. us to another leflbn in the 
parable, concerning the true ufe and ap- 

I 4 plicatioa 
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plication of riches; we tn^y be fere from 
the treatment of the rich man, that he did 
not employ thofe talents as God in* 
tended," ■ »> 

Hffw God did intend them,-*— *-may 
as well be known from an appeal to your 
own hearts; and-dle inicription you (hall 
lead diere , zs from any chapter 
and verfe I i6ight eke upon the fubje^ 
Let us then foi a moment^ my^ dear audi* 
torsf turn our eyes that way, and conH- 
der the traces which even the moft infen* 
£ble man may have proof of, from what 
jbe may perceive fpringing up whbin him 
£^om fome cafual aA of generofity ; and 
iho' tliis is ai jdeafure which properly be-* 
longs to the good,, yet let him try the ex- 
periment-, let him comfort the cap^ 

tive, or cover the naked with a garment, 
and he will feel what is meant by that 
moral delight arifing in the mind from 
the confcience of a humane a^^ion. 



But 
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But to know it rights we muft call upoa 

the compaflionatc;''' Cruelty gives 

evidence uiiwilUngly> and feels the pka- 
fure but imperfe<^]y^ for tbis^ like all a* 
ther pleafures^ is of z, relative nature, and 
coniequently the eBJoyment of it^ requires, 
fbme qualification in the faculty, as much 
as the enjoyment of any other good does: 

there muft be fomednng anteeedient 

in the difpoiition and temper which will 
render that gpod, a good to that in- 
dividual; otherwife, tho' 'tis true it may 
be poffeffed, ^yet it never can be en- 
joyed. 

Confider how difficult you. would find 
ft to convince a miferly heart, that any 
thing is good, which is not profitable i or 
a libertine one, that any thing is bad, 
w hich is pleafant. 

Preach to a voluptuary, who has mo- 
delled both mind and body to no other 
happinefs, but good eating and drinking, 

bid him tajlcandfee botvgood God is,: 

I 5 — there 
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•there is not an invitation in all na- 



ture would confound him like it. 

hi a word, a man's fliind ttl^ft be Bfce 
yotir propofition before it€an be relilhodfj 
^nd *tis the refemblance betweeii them^ 
which brings over his judgment, and 
makes him an evidence on your fide. 

*Tis therefore not to the crueV 



*«tis;to the. merciful ;-T — -to thofe who re- 
joice with thofe that rejoice, and weep 

With them that weep, that we make 

this appeal; *tis ta the generous^ 

the kind, the humane, that I am now to 

tell the fad * ftory of the fatherlefs, and 

of him who hath no helper, and bcfpeak 
your alms-giving in behalf of thofe, who 
know not how to afk for it themfelves. 

-What can I fay more?-—- — -it is 



a fubjedl on which I cannot inform your 

judgment, and in fuch an audience, 

I would not prefume to praftife upon your 
paflions: let it fuffice to fay, that they 
whom GfoD hath bleifed with the means, 

and. 

* Charity Sermon at St. Andrew's, Holborn. 
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. ■and for whom he has <iooc more, in 
bleifing them likewife with a difpofitioii; 
have abundant reafon to be thankful to 
hitDj, as^^ author c^ eveiy good gift, 
fef the meadire he has beilowed to them 
of both r/tis the refine againft the ftormy 
mrind and tempeft, which he has planted 
in our hearts ^ and the conflant flu<5tua- 
lion of every thing in this \^OTld, force all 
the fons and daughters of Adam to. feek 
ifeelter undier it by turns. Guard it by 
entails and fettlements as we will, the 
moft affluent plenty may be ffripp'd, and 
find all its worldly comforts like fo many 
withered leaves dropping from us;— -^ 
the crowns of princes may be (hakcn; and 
the greateft that ever awed the world, 
4iave looked back and moralized upon ^ 
the turn of the wheel. 

That which hashappened to one, — — 
may happen to every man ; and therefore, 
that exoellent rule of our Saviour, in 
afts of benevolence, as well as every thing 
elfe, (hould gbVern usj — That wbat/oever 

' Vff 
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ye would that men Jb&uld do $o you^ doyttdfa 
unto them. 

Haft riiou ever laid upon the bed of 
languifhing, or laboured under a diftemy 
per which threatened thy life.^ Call to 
mind thy fbrrowful and penfive ipirtt at 
that time, and fay, What it was that made 

the thoughts of death fo bitter : if 

thou hadft children, — I affirm it, the 
bittcrnefs of death lay there; if unbrougbt 
up, and unprovided for, What will be- 
come of them? Where will they find a 
friend when I am gone, who will ftand 
, up for them and plead their caufe againft 
the wicked? 

— ^^-Blefled Gob f to thee, who art a fa- 
ther to the fatherleis, and a hufband to 
the widow^ ^I eiitruft thenu 

Haft thou ever fuftained any confide- 
rable Ihock in thy fortune I or, has the 
fcantinefe of thy condition hurried thee 
into great ftraits, and brought thee almoft 
to diflradion ? Confider what was it that 

fpread 
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fpread a table iri that wiMemefi of 
'fought, ^who made thy cup to over- 
flow ? Was it not a friend of confolation 
who ftepped in, — faw thee embarrafled 
with tender pledges of thy love, and the 
partner of thy cares,— —took them under 
his i»-ote£tion^ — Heaven f thou wilt re- 
ward him for it ! — and freed thee from 
alt the terrifying apprehenfiions of a pa- 
rent's love. 

Haft thou-——— 

— But how fhall I afk a queftion which 
muft bring tears into fb many eyes ?— — 
Haft thou ever been wounded in a more 
aflfedting manner ftill, by the lofs of a 
moft obliging firiend, — -or been torn away 
from the embraces of a dear andpromifing 

child by tlie ftroke of death ? bitter 

remembrance } nature droops at it,-— but 
nature is the fame in al! conditions and 

lots of life. ^ child thruft forth in an 

evil hour, without food, without raiment, 
bereft of inftrudtion, and the means of 
its falvation> is a fubjedl of more tender 

heart 
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heart-aches, and wUI a^akea every power 
rf namre :— — as we have felt for our- 
felves, — kt us fed fiw: Cheist^s (ake— 
let VIS fet\ for titueiKs : aixi may^ i^e God 
of all cojnfart btefi youw Amen» 
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Pride. 
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Luke xiv. lo^ ii« 

But^ ivhen tbau art hidden^ go and fit 
down in the loweft roomy that when be 
that bad tbee cometby be may fay to tbee^ 
Friendy go up bigber^ /ben Jbalt tbou 
have worjbip in tbe prefence of tbem tobo 
Jit at meat mtb tbee : for wbofoever ex- 
altetb bmfelf Jball he ahafed ; and be 
that bnmbktb bimfelf Jball be exalted. 

IT is an exhortation of our Saviour's 
to Humility^ addreiled by way of in- 
ference from wliat he had faid in the 
three foregoing verfes of the , chapter • 
where> upon entering into the houfe of 
one of the chief Pharifees to eat bread, 
and marking how fmall a portion of this 
neceffary virtue entered in with the fe- 

vcral 



58 SERMON DC. 

veral guefts, difcovcring itfelf frQm their 
choofing the chief rooms andmoft: dtftin?* 
guiftied places of honour ; h e takes 
the occafion which fuch a behaviour of- 
fered, W ^aution:^t|ieJ67' ag^nft Pride ;— 
ftates the inconvenience of the padion ; 
^fliews the difappointments which at- 
tend it;- ^the di^race in which it ge- 
nerally Qods ; * in being forced at laft, to 
recede from the pveteixfions to what is 
more than our due ; which^ by the way, 
is the very thing the paffion is eternally 
promoting us to expeft. When, there- 
fore^ thou art bidden to a wedding, fays 
our Saviour, fit not down in the high- 
eft room, left a more honourable man 
than thou be bidden of him ; and he 
that bad thee and him, come and fay 
to thee,^ Give this man place : and 

thou begin with (hame to take the loweft 
room. 

^ T — ^Butthou, when thou art bid- 

^^> go aiid (it down in the loweft room : 

~-7-hard IciJhire ! Ih the loweft 

400XIX ^- ; , I* • iTi ri *' 

" — vvhat,,'— do I owe nothing 

to 
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to myftlf ? M^ft I fprgpt my- ftatioriy my 
charaa^er ia life ? ' Refigo the ptecc- 
dencrf wKidi my .bir]riiv »ny fortti^, my 
taleiat% : have alaleady:. plsie^d jrie 'm pof* 
feiSptt of ? - ' ■ 'V give aJl up J ,jEind fuflfeis 
inferioRs tx) take my honour? Yes 5-^ 
for that, fkys outSavjour, k the roaxi 
to it : .Far.wAen he tbaP bdd thee eometb^ 
be 'OHll/ay mnbti\^ Friend^ gfi\inp' higher ; 
then JbaJt thou, bofve t$vtfiiip\ in: pke pre/mce 
ef them whe fit at meat with tjbee' .'^r-*^. — ^ 
for *0hqfi>ever exaketh bimfolfy fodl he a-* 
bafed ; and be that bwnhletb bim/e^^ Jball 
be exalted^ 



.1 



To make good the truth of which; dcr 
daratiori, it is not nebeffary we; ihould 
look beyond this life, and fay, . That in 
that day of retribution^ . wherem every 
high thing ftiall be brought hiw, and e- 
very kregukr; fJaffion dealt x with as' it d6^ 
ferves ^ — -— that pi4de,. .amongfl! the 
reft, (confiftered as a vicious charaifter) 
fliall meet with it's proper puniftiment 
of being abafed, and lying down for 
ever in fiiame and diftionour. — — It is 

not 
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not neceflary we fliould look fo far for- 
wards for the accompIHhment of this: 
the words feem not fo much to imply the 
threat of a diftant punKhment, the exe- 
cution of which was Co be reipited to that 
day ; ■■ as the declaration of a plain 
truth depending upon the natural courfe 
of things, and evidently verified in every 
how's commerce of the world; from 
whence, as well as from our realbning upon 
the point, it is found. That Pride lays us 
open to fo many mortilying encounters, 
which Humility in its own nature refts fe- 

cure from, ^that verily, each of them, 

in this world, have their reward faithfully 
dealt out by the natural workings of 
men^s padions; which, tho* very bad^xe- 
cutioners in general, yet are^ to far juft 
ones in this, that they feldom fuffer the 
exultations of an infolent temper to efcape 
the abafement, or the deportment of a 
hi>mble one to fail of the honour, which 
each of tfadr charafters do defcrvc. 



In 
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In other vicious excefles which a man 
commits, the world (tho' it is not mudi 
to its credjit) feems to ftand pretty neuter : 
if you arc extravagant or intemperate^ 
you are looked upon as the greateft ene- 
my to yourfelf,— — or if an enemy to the 

public, at leaft, you are Co remote a 

one to each individual, that no one feels 
himfelf immediately concerned in your 
puniftiment: but in the inftances of pride, 
the attack is perfonal: for as this pailion 
can only take its rife from a fecret com- 
panion, which the party has been making 
of himfelf to my difadvantage, every in- 
timation he gives me of what he thinks 
of the matter, is fo far a diredt injury, ei- 
ther as it with-holds the refpeft which is 
my due,-— or perhaps denies me to have 
any; or elfe, which prefles equally hard, 
as it puts me in mind of the defers whicli 
I really have, and of which I am truly 
confcious, and confequently think myfelf 
the lefs deferving of an admonition : in 
every one of which cafes, the proud man, 

in whatever language he fpeaks it, if 

it 
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it is expreffive of this fuperiority over me, 
cither in the gifts of fortune, the advan- 
tages of birth' or improvements, ' as. it has 
proceeded from a mean eftimationand 
poffibly a very unfair one of the like pre- 

tenfions in myfelf, the attack, I fay, 

Is perfonal; and has generally the fate to 
be felt and refcnted as fuch. 
• • • 

So that with regard to the prefent in- 
converiiencies, there is fcarce any vice^ 
bating fuch as are immediately puniflied 
by laws, which a man may not indulge 
with more fafety to himfelf, than this one 

of pride ;-^— the humbleft of men, not 

being fo entirely void of the paflion them- 
felves, but that they fufFer fo much from 
the overflowings ofit in others, as to make 
the literal accoraplifliment of the text,- a 
common intereft and concern: in which 
they are generally fuccefsful, the na- 
ture of the vice being fuch, as not only to 
tempt you to it, but to afford the occa- 
fions itfclf of its own humiliation. 



The 
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The fproud, man— -fee!— ~ — -he ig 

fore al} over^ tquch himr- you put 

him to pain: and the* of all ethers, he 
adls as if every mortal was void of alJfenfe 
and feeling, yet is pofleiTed with fo nice 
and exquifite a one himfelf, that the 
flints,; the. little. negle&s and inftances of 
difefteerp, which wa\tld be fcarce felt by 
another man, :are perpetually wounding 
hifti, and dft times piercing him to his 
very heart. 

. I would not therefore .be a proud man, 
was it only for tbis^^tha^ jt fhould not he 
in the power of every one who thought 
fit— to. chaftife me-,-; my other in- 
firmities, however unworthy of me, at 

lead . will not incprnpode Jiae : fo 

little difcountenance do I fee given to 
them, that it is not the M^ordd's fault, if I 

fufFer by them:- — but here if I 

exalt myfeif, I have no profped of efcap- 

iitg....^ with this vice I ftand.fwoln 

up in every body's way, » and muft una^ 
yoidably be thruft baclj :. which ever 

way 
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way I turn, whatever ftep I take under 
the direction of this paffion, I prefs un- 
kindly upon "fome one, and in return, 
muft prepare myfelf for fuch mortifying 
repulfes, as will bring me down, and 
make me go on my way (cMrrowing. 

This is from the nature of things, and 
the experience of life as fer back as So- 
lomon, whofe obfervation upon it was the 

fame, ^and it will ever hold good, that 

before honour was bumih'ty^ and a baugbtj 
Spirit before afalt^ - Put not tberefore 
tbyf elf forth in the prefence of tie kingj and 
Jland not in the place of great men ;■■ 
for better is it (which by the way is 

the very diffuafive in the text) * 
better is ity that it be fat d unto tbee. Friend^ 
come up higher^ than that thou Jbouldeji be 
put lower in the prefence of tbe prince whom 
thine eyes havefetn. 

Thus much for the illuftration of this 
one argument of our Saviour's, againft 

Pride :^ there are many other confide- 

rations which expofe the wcakncfs of it, 

which 
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which his knowkdge of the heart of man 
might have fu^efted ; but as the particu- 
lar occafion which gave rife tothis Icdture 
of our Saviour's againfl: pride, natural- 
ly led him to fpeak of the mortifications 
which attend fuch inftances of it as he 

then beheld: for this reafbn the 

other arguments might be omftted, which 
perhaps in a fet difcourfc would be doing 
injuftice to the-fiibjea:. I flialL therefore, 
in the remaining part of this, beg leave 
to offer fome other coniiderations of a 
moral as well as a religious nature upon 
this fubjeft, as fo many inducements to 
check thi« we&k paflion in man ; which, 
tho' one of the mofl inconvenient of his 

infirmities, the moil painful and dif- 

courteous to fociety, yet by a fad fatality, 
ib it fs, that there are few vices, except 
fuch 'whofe temptations are immediately 
feated in our natures, to which there is fo 
general a propenfity throughout the whole 
race. 

This had fed (bole fatyrical pens t6 

write. That all mankind* at the bottom 

Vol. IV. K w^ere 
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were prQudaUke;-'^— ^^thatone man dif- 
fered from another^ not fo much in the 
different portions which he poffefled of it, 
as in the different art and addr^fs by 
which he ^^ccells in the management and 
difguife of it to the world : we trample, 
no doubt too often, upon the pride of 
Plato's mantle, with as great a pride of 
our own -, ^et on the whole the remark 
has more fplcen than truth in it ; there 
being thoufands, (if any evidence is to be 
allowed) of the mofl: unaffeded humility, 
and truefl: poverty of fpirit, which anions 
can give proof of. Notwithftanding this, 
fo much may be allowed to the obierva- 
tion, That Pride as a vi.ce which. grows up 

in fociety fo infenfibly ; fteals in unob- 

ferved upon the heart upon fo manyocca- 

Cons ; ^forms itfelf iipon fuch ftrange 

pretenfions, ajnd when it has done, veils 
itfelf under fuch a variety of unfufpeded 

appearances, ^fomctimes even under 

that of Humility itfelf; — ^in all which 
cafes, Self-love, like a falfe friend, inftead 
of checking, moft treacheroufly feeds 

this humour^ rpmnts out fome excel- 

» lence 
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leoce in every foul to mstke him vain^ 
and think more highly of himfelf, than 
he ought to think;- — ■ — that iipcm the 
whole, there is no one wejaknefs into 
which thehQart of man is moxeeafily be- 

tray'd, -or which requires greater 

helps of good fenfc and good principles to 
guard againft. 

And firft, the rootfrom which it fpring?, 
is no inconfiderable difcredit to the fruit. 

If you lopk into the beft moral writers, 
who have taken pains to fearch into the 
grounds of this^ piflion,— — — they will 
jell you. That. Pride is the vice of little 
and contra<^4 fouls -,—-~that whatever 
afFeftation of greatnefs it generally wears 
and carries in the looks, therein always 
'meannefs in the heart of it : — a haughty 
and an abjedl tamper, I believe, are much 
nearer a-kia than they will acknow- 
ledge; — ^liktpoor irelations, they look a 
little fhy at one another at firft fight, but 
trace back their pedigree, they are but 
collateral branches from the fame ftem ; 

K z md 
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and there is fcarce any one who has not 
fecn many fuch inftances of it, as one of 
our poets alludes to, in. that admirable 
ftroke he has given of this affinity, in his 
defcription of a Pride which licks' the duft. 

As it has meannefs at the bottom of it, 
fo it is juftly charged with having 



iBcaknefs there too, of which it gives the 
ftrongeft proof, in regard to the chief end 
it has in view, and the abfurd means Tt 
takes to bring it about. 

Confider a moment,-r ^What is it the 

proud man aims -at? Why, — fuch a 

meafure of refpedt and deference, as is 
due to his fuperior merit, &c. &c. 

Now, good fenfe, and a knowledge of 
the world ftiew us, that how much foever 
of thefe are due to a man, allowing hg 

has made a . right calculation, they 

are ftill dues of fuch a nature, that they 
are not to be infifted upon : Honour and 
Refpedt muft be a Free-will offering: treat 
theniotherwife, and claim them from the 

world 
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world as a tax, they are fure to be 

Vith-held ; the firft difcovery of fuch an 
cxpedtation difappoints it,, and prejudices 
your title to it for ever: • 

To this fpeculativc argunient of it's 
weaknefs, it has generally the ill fate to 
add another of a more fubftantial nature, 
Yrhich is matter of fa£k ^ that ta turn gid- 
dy upon every little exaltation, is expe« 
rienced to be no left a mark of a nveak 
brain in the figurative, than it is in the li- 
teral fenfe of the expreffion-- — in fober 
truth, ^tis but a fcurvy kind of a trick 

(quoties voluit Fortuna jocari) when 

Fortune in one of her merry moods, takes 
a poor devil with this paffion in his head, 
^nd mounts him up all at once as high as 

flie can get him,- — for it is fure to 

make him play fuch phantaftic tricksy 
as to become the very fool of the come- 
dy; and was he not a general benefadlor 
to the world in making it. merry, I know 
not how Spleen could be pacified during 
the reprefentation. 

♦ 
K 3 A third 
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A third argument againft pride is the 
narum! ccnnetlian it has with vices of an 

u::icc:ai aipect: the Scripture ieldom in- 

r: .^ci:ces it aJcae ^Anger, or Strife, 

^^^ R*verg*^ cr feme inimical paffion, is 
e- - r upon rJ:e f^ige with it; the proofs 
a.^-i rr?i:>rs cf ^hich I have not time td 
c luije ?.?^ -:ic ther^fcre fhallfay nomorfe 

./v:? rr.s a-'^^:!T>e-it th^a this, that 

• is t:r:ere r.'j> ether, vet the bad com- 

i*::.:;- :Lrr s v!ce !s ijenenllv found in, would 
:>- '^.:.c--..:it by tcxlf to engage a man to 



- -US :^?uch ?:-r the mora! cocfiderati- 

<^^;:^ ^^*Po- rh:s :uHec>; a great n-irt of 

* ^^ - -^-^ t-^u:rr:i:e cn:erv tneincon- 

>^ --:->:'cT> or :?:^ce i- x &ezf light, may 

— -^ s. ^ ^^>r?r t^Cwtccv to maM 

-^ ^^^ - -^ ^re^urxTc^fs cf lU than 

•^ .^ V . "■ "• -"v.:^ rrxrr-L. c ,orcrvb may 

^^^^^-- t.:^:: a c^Ivi pc::dcar 
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lefture, taught merely to govern the paf- 
fion fo, as not to be injurious to a man's 
prefent intereflror quiet-, all which a man 
may learn to prailife "v^^cll enough, and 
yet at the famd time be a pferfedV (tranger 
to the beffc part'oF humility, which im- 
plies not a concealment of Pride, but an 
abfolute conqueft over the firft rifings of 

it which are felt in the heart of man. 

it'. 

And firft, oneoTthe mod perfuafive ar- 
guments which religion offers to this end, 
is that which atifes from the ftate and 
condition of ourfetves, both as to our na- 
tural and moral irtiperfetSions. I( is irn- 
poflible to refleft a moment- upon tHs 
hint, but with a heart full of the Humble 
exclamation, O God!, what is man /— : — 

even a thing of nought a poor, in- 

^ firmi miferable, ftior^-lived creature, that 
pafles away like a fhadow, and is hafteti- 
ing off* the ftage where the theatrical ti- 
tles and diftinftions, and the whole mafk 
of Pride which he has v/orn for a day will 
fall off, and leave him naked as anegleded 
flave. Send forth your imagination, I 
*" • K 4 befeech 
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bdeech you, to view the laft fceire of 
the greateft and proudeft who ever awed 
and gpverned the world — fee the empty 
vapour diiappcaring! one of the arrows 
of mortality this moment ilicks faft with- 
in him : fee — it forces out his life, and 
freezes his blood and fpirits, 

Approach his bed of ftate— •• — 

lift up the curtain regard a mo- 
ment with filence — 



are thefe cold hands and pale 

lips, all that is left of him who was ca- 
nonized by his own pride, or made a 
god of, by his flatterers ? 
• 

O my foul ! with what dreams haft 
thou been bewitched ? how haft thou 
been deluded by the objedts thou haft (b 
eagerly grafped at ? 

If this reflefllon from the natural 
imperfedion of man, which he cannot 
remedy, does neverthelefs ftrike a damp 
upon human Pride, much more muft 

the 
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the confiderations do fo, which arife 
- from the wilful depravations of his na- 
ture. - 

; Slirvey- yourfelves, my dear Chriftians, 

a few moments in this light behold a 

difobedierit, ungrateful, intradtable and 
djforderly fet of creatures,, going wrong 

feven times in a. day,-* ^-^a£ting fome-. 

^ijnes every hour of it againft your own 

conviftions your own interefts, and 

the intentions of your God, who wills 
^nd propoies > nothing but your happinefs 

and profperity ^what reafqn does this 

view furnifli you for Pride ? how many 
does it fuggeft to mortify and make 

you alhamcd ? well might the Con 

of Syrach f^y in that farcai!ical remark 

efhis upon.it,' Tbat Pride was not mad^ 

for mm -" — for fome purpofes, and for 

rfome particulaf beings, the paflion might 

have been (haped but not for him 

— fancy it where you will, 'tis no where 
lb jimproper — — '^i? ^,^^ creature lb 

unbecoming 

K 5 ^ But 
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-= — But why fo cold an aflent, to 



fo uncontefted a truth ? ^Perhaps thou 

haft reafbns to be proud : for hea- 
ven's fake, let us hear them — Thou haft 
the advantages of birth and title to boaft 
of— or thou ftandeft in the funftiine of 
court favoui'-^-or thou haft a lafge for- 
tune — or great talents^— or much learn- 
ing or nature Has beftowed her graced 

upon thy perfon — -*— — fpeak*--on which 
of thefe foundations haft thou raifed this 

fanciful ftrufture ? Let us exa- 

inine them. " " / ' ' * 



4 « 



Thou art well born ; ' ■ ^ - ■ then truft 
me, 'twill pollute no one drop of thy 
blood to be humble : humility calls no 
man down from his rank^-^-^^-'-^direfts 
not princes of their titles' i ft is -in fife, 
what the clear-dbfcuri \i \h pointing ; it 
makes the hero ftep forth in the canvas, 
and detaches his figtire* from the group 
in which he would otherwifc ftand' con- 
founded for ever 

' • 1 

If. 
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If tfaoti art ridi ' ** t hen {he\^ the 
greatnefs of thy fortune, ' ' ■ or what 
is better^ the greatnefs -of thy foul in 
tbc meekneKtf erf thy conver&tion ; con- 

defcetid to men of low eftaj:e, fup^ 

port the diftreiTed^ ^d patroaize tlie 
negledted.*^-— —& gr-eat ; but let it be 
m confidenng riches as they are ; as 
talcHti €cmfni$ted to an earthen vejjeh'^^ 
That thou art but the. receiver^ — and that 

to.be obliged and be vaii>to, ■ i s but 

the old fofecifm of pride and beggary, 
which though they ofteu meet,*— — — 
yet ever make but an abfurd fociety.. 

ft ft 

If thou art powerful in intereff, and 
ftandeft deified by a fervile tribe of de- 
pendents,' why fhouldeff thou be 

proud ■ becaufe they are hungry ?' 

■ Scourge me fuch fycopbants^ 

they have turned the heads of thoufands. 
as well as thine!— ——^ 

— ^But *tis thy own dexterity and- 
(brength which have gained thee this emi- 
nence : 
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nence : ^ajlow it 9 but art thou proud^ 

that thou ftandeft in a place where thou 
art the mark of one nMin*s cnry, ano- 
ther man*s malice, or a third man's 
revenge, — — — where go6d .men may 
be ready to fufpedl thee, and whence 
bad men will be ready to pull thee 
down, i would be proud of nothing 
that is uncertain : Haman.was fo, be- 
caufe he was admitted alone, to queen 
Efther^s basquet^ j and ithc difti»ftion 

raifed him, » bUt it was fifty cu.- 

bits higher than he ever dreamed or 

thOU^lt of. : 

Let us pafs on to the pretences o£ 
learning, &c. &c. If thou, haft a lit- 
tle, thou wilt be proud. of it in courfe: 
if thou haft much, and good fenfe a- 
long with It, there will be no reafoa 
io difpute againft rthe paffion : a- beg* 
garly patade of remnants, is :but ^ forry 

objecft of Pride at the heft ; but 

more fo, when we can cry out upon 
it, as the poor man did of his hatcher. 
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n 



' * ^las ! Mqftef y" ^ f or it toas 

borrowed. 

It is treafon to fay the fame of 'RtzM- 

^y%~^ ^whatever we do of the arts 

aiid ornaments with which Pride is wont 
to fet it off : the weakeft minds arc 
moft caught with both ; being ev6r 
glad to win attention and credit from 
fmall and flender atcidents, thro* dif- 
^bility of purchafmg them "by better 
means. In truth, Beauty has (6 many <h, 
charms^ one knows not how to fpeak 
-againft it V and when it happens that e 
graceful figure is the habitation of i 

virtuous foul, — ' when the beauty 

of the face fpeaks out the mo^efty and 
humility of the mind, and the juftnefs 
of the proportion raifes our thoughts up 
to the art and wifdom of the great Cre- 
ditor, fomething may be allowed 

it, and fomething to the embellish- 
ments which fet it off ^ and yet, 

when the whole apology is read,— —' 

* a Kings, 6, 7. 

it 
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it wiM be found at lift, that Bektrty like 
Truth, never is fo gloriou$ as when it 
goes the plaineft. 

r.Simpliotty is the great frr^Kt to na- 
ture^ and if r would be proud of any 
thing in this filly worlds it fhould be of 
this hon€fl alliance. . 

• • • * 

* - • 

• Cottfi^r what has beeii (iid ; and 
may tht Gkm of all mercies and kind- 
tiefe watch over your paflion% and in- 
fpire you tvitb all bumblenefs of rnind^ 
mieknefsy patience^ and long-fuffering.- 
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\ 

Matthew xi. 29. 

» 

Learn of me^ for I am meek and hwly 
in heart 5 and ye Jhall find reft unto 
your, fouls. 

TH E great bufmefs of man, is the 
regulation of his fpirit : the pof.. 
feffion of fuch a frame and temper of 
mind, as will lead us peaceably through 
this world, and in the many weary ftages 
of it, afford us, what we fliall be fure to 
Hand in need of, R0 unto our 

fouls. — ■ ■ 



-Reft unto our fouls ! — — ^*tis 



all we want the end of all our wifhes 

and purfuits : give us a profpedt of this, 
we take the wings of the morning, and 

• fly 
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fly to the uttermoft parts of the earth to 
liave it in poffeffion. r wer feck for it in 
titles, in riches and pleafures,—— climb 

up after it by ambition, come down 

again and fti^ fot it by ayaricfe,'-^ — ^try 
all extremes ; ftill we are gone out of the 
way, nor is it, tiJI after many miferable 
experiments, that we are convinced at 
laft,' vre have been feeking every where 
for it, but where there was a profpedt of 
finding it ; and that is, within ourfelves, 
in a meek and lowly difpofition of heart. 
This,' and this only will give us reft unto 

our fouls ; reft, from, thofe turbu- 

' lent and h,aughty paffions which difturb 
pur quiet : reft, from the provocati- 
ons and difappointments of the world, 
and a train of untold evils too long to be 
recounted, agajnft all which this frame 
and preparation of mind Is the beft. pro- 

te<Slion. 

. • f. 

I beg you will go along with me in 

this argument Confider how great a 

fliare of the.unqafineffes whigh take up 

and torment our thoughts, owe their rife 

to 



to noAing elfe, but th()i ^pdfitiMs cC 
ttxlttd which ar«J ot>p5fite td *is cb*' 

. . J : ^. . . - 

With regard to the provocations, and 
offeiice^, which ^re^iJnaVdidably h«i5pen- 
ing to a man in hijs commerce with the 
worlds • ■ 1 ^ take it as:, a lute — ^— ^ 
2[s a nafe^nV prjvie ig^. v . ■■> -fo/m al- 
ways hx& : 4ifplc5afuire ; •— ^ — r- ai* the o]^ 

nion .of himfelf rifes, fo does the 

injury^- — —fo does bis refentment ; 'tis 
thi^'^ich givjgs edge . atid force to the 
inftpunaent whith has ftruck Wmj-r-Jtnd 
-excites, that, lae.^ej ill' the wound, which 
xendcrisi it ^incurable. ■ 

See how difiercnt the cafe is, -with 
(the humble man ; one half -ofthefe patn- 
4ul confliOis. he adbitally cftaper •, ^ itoe d- 
ther jbart fall lightly oa^hini ;■ - > fa c pro- 
jvokcs no man by contempt ; tSrufts him- 
felf forward as the iriarfc <tf no. riiiin*& en- 

• 

vy ; fo that he cuts off the firft fretful 

occafjorib ;d£ the greatcft'^part^ of thefe 

evils -J andibr thofe imwhich the paffions 

,6£ .others would involve him, like the 

humble 
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hurlible fhrub in the valley, gently gives 
way, and fcarce feels the injury of thofe 
ftormy encounters which rend the proud 
ccdar^ and tear it up by it's roots. 

• If you confiderit, with regard to the 
many difappointments of this life, which 
-arife from the hopes of bettering our 
condition, and advancing in the ^orH, 
*- ■■ the reafoning is the fame. 

What we expeft-: is ever tn propor- 
tion to the eftimate made of ourfelves •, 
when pride and felf-love Havfe brought us 

-in their account of this matter, we 

find, that we are worthy of all honours 
■ fi t for all places and employments : 

— ^- — as our expectations fife and raulti- 
plyi fo muft our difappointments with 
them ; and there needs- nothing more, 
to ky the foundation of our unhappi- 
-nefs, and both to make and keep us 
miferable. And hi truth there is no- 
thing fo common in life, as to. fee 
'thoufandsi .whom you \^uld iay, had 
.all tbe reafoli i«: the world' to be at 



reft, fo torn up and difquieted with 
Ibrrows of this clafs, and fo inceffant- 
ly tortured with the difappointments 
which their pride and paflions have 
created for them, that tho' they . ap- 
pear to have all the ingredientsof hap* 
pinefs in their hands, they can nei- 
ther compound or ufe them : How 

ihould they ? iiiie*goad is ever in their 
fides, and fo hurries them an from one 
expedlation to another, as to leave them 
no reft day or n^ht. 

Humility, therefore, recommends itfel^ 
as a fecurity againft theie heart-a^bes, 
which tho' ridiculous fometimes in the 
•eye of the. beholder, yet are ferioi|s e- 
nough to the man who fuflfers them ; and 
I believe would make no inconfiderable 
account in a. true catalogue of the-difqui- 
etudes of mortal man,: againft thefe, I 
fay. Humility is the beft defence. 

He that is little in his own eyes, is lit- 
tle too in his defires, and confequently 

moderate in his purfuit of them : like 

another 
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anoth^ man, i^ zsct fkil in his attempts 

and ioie tjie j^Dt be aimed at, but 

that k all, he iafcs not himleli^ 

he 3o£ss ncn his hajspkj^s and peace of 

^nd vSrh sl, crca the contentions of 

tSe yrrawe mia are miM and plactd. — 
FiitiVi c^aadter ? vbe:: fach a ooe is tfaruft 

bs2h:k« vi>:> Joes jaot pity him ? ^when 

be felss> ^"fHi vould naif ftretch out a 
fciT.d w rxiie bim up. 

ArJ here, I canaot help ftopping in 
the midft of this argument, to make a 
Cx?rt obfovatioQ, which is this. When 
w>e teflecl t:pon Ac character of Humili- 

tv, we are apt to think it ftands the 

moft raked and defencelefs of ail virtues 

whatever, -the kaft able to fuj^rt 

it's claims againft the in(<^ent antagonift 
nrho feems ready to bear him down, and 
all oppofiti<xi which fuch a temper can 
make. 



Now 
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' . ■ • • ' ' 

Now, if we confider him as ftanding 

alone,— ~~-nQ doubt, in fuch a cafe 

he will tie— over powered and trampled 

upon by his oppofer '^t^, but if we 

confider the nwek and lowly man, as he 

is fenced and guarded by the love, 

the friendftrip and wishes of all mankind, 

^that the otiier ftands^ alone, hated, 

difcountenanced, without one true friend 

or hearty welL-wifher on his fide ;■ ■ ■ ■■- 
when this is balanced,* we fliall have rea- 
fon to change our opiaion, end be con- 
vinced that the humble man ftrengthened 
with fuch an alliance, is far from being 
fo over-matched as at firft fight he may 

appear ; -^ nay I bdieve one. might 

venture to go further and engage for it, 
.that in all fuch cafes, where real fortitude 
and true p^rfonai x:ourage were wanted,, 
he is much more likely to give proof of 
it, and I would fponer look for it in fuch 
a teoiper than in that, of his adverfary. 
Pride nriay make a man violent, but Hu- 
mility will make* him ;firra' : *— and 

which of the two, do yoi) think, likely 

to 
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to come off with honour ?— — he, who 
. afts from the changeable impulfe of heat- 

I ed blood, and follows the uncertain mo- 

tions of his pride and fury, or the 

• man who (lands cool and colleded in him- 

Telf ; who governs his refentments, in- 
ftead of being governed by them,- and 
on every occafion adis upon the fleady 
motives of principle and duty. 

But this by the way ; though in 

truth it falls in with the main argument; 
for if the obfervation is juft, and Humi- 
lity has the advantages where we (hould 
leaft expeCl them, the argument rifes 
higher in behalf of thofe which are more 

apparently on it^s fide. ^In all which, 

if the humble man finds^' what the proud 
man muft never hope for in this world, 
— thatis rtji tabis/mi^ — ^fo does helikewi(e 
meet with it from the influence fuchatcm- 
per has upon his condition undefthe evils 
of his life, not as chargeiable upon the 
Vices of men, but as the portion of his 
inheritance by the appointment of God. 
w if, as Job fays, we are born to trou- 
ble 
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ble as tbe fparks fly upwards, furely it is 
he who thinks the greateft of thcfe trou- 
bles below his fins, ^and the fmalletf 

favours above his .merit, that is likely to 
fuffer the Icaft firom the one, and enjoy 
the moft from the other : 'tis he whd 
pofleflcs his foul in meeknefe, and keeps 
it fubjeded to all the iflues of fortune, 
that i« the fartheft out of their reach; 

■■ ' No. He blames not the fun, 

though it docs not ripen his vine, nor 
blufters at the winds, though they bring 

him no profit. -If the fountain of 

the humble man rifes not as high as he 

could wifti,^ ^he thinks however, that 

it rifes as high as it ought, and as the 
laws of nature ftili do their duty, that 
he has no caufe to complain againft 
them. 

r 

If difappointed of riches he knows 

the providence of God is not his debtor j 
that tliough he has received lefs than o- 
thers, yet as he thinks himfelf lefs than 
the leaft, he has reafon to be thankful. 

Vol. IV L If 
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If the world goes untoward with the 

humble man, in other refpe<5ts, ^he 

knows a truth which the proud man does 
never acknowledge, and that is, that the 
world was not made for him ; .and there- 
fore how httlc (hare foever he has of its 
advantages, he fees an argument of 
content, in reflefting how little it is, that 
a compound of fin^ of ignorance, and 
frailty, has grounds to expedl. 

A foul thus turned and refigned, is car- 
ried fmoothly down the ftream of provi- 
dence ; no temptations in his paflage 

diftjuiet him with defire, no dangers 

alarm him with fear^ jthough opea to 
all the changes and chances of others, 

yet by feeing the juftice of what 

happens,—^ — and humbly giving way to 

the blow, though he is fmitten, he is 

not fmitten like other men, or feels the 
fciart which they do. 



Thus 
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Thus much for the doftrine of Hu- 
mility 4 let us now look towards the 
example of it. 

It is obferved by fome one, that as 
pride was the paffion through which fin 
^nd miferyi entered into the world, and 
gave our enemy the triumph of ruining 
our nature, that therefore the Son of 
God, who came to feek and to fave that 
which was loft, when he entered upon 
the work of our reftoration, be began at 
the very point where he knew we had 
failed; and this he did, by endeavour* 
ing to. bring the ibul of man back to its 
original temper of Humility ; fo that 
.his firft public addrefs from the Mount 
began with a deckradon of blefTednefs to 
the poor in fpirit,- — -and almoft his laft 
exhortation in the text, was to copy the 
fair original he had fet them of this vir- 
tue, and tt) kafH of kim to be meek and 
iowfy in bearh 
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It is the mod: anauifwerable appeal 
that can be made to the heart of man^ 

and fo pcrfuafive and aco^m^ 

modated to all Chriftians, that as much 
pride as there is ftill in the woirld, 
it is not credibk but that every believer 
muft receive fome tinxfture of the cfaarac^ 
ter or bias towards it from the example 
of fb great, and yet fo humble a Maftef, 
ivhofe whole courfe of life was a particu- 
lar ledure to thi« one virtue ; and in e- 
very inftance of it (hewed, that he came 
not to (hare the pride and glprii^s of life, 
or fwel! the hopes of ambitious followers, 
tut to caft a damp upon them for ever, 
by appearing himfelf rather as a fervawt 
than a mafter,-*-~coming, as he continu- 
ally declared, not to be miniftred unto, 
but to minifter ; and as the' Prophet had 
foretold in that mournful defcription of 

him, ^to have no form, or comeMne(s, 

nor any beauty that they ihouM dcfire 
him.^ — —The voluntary meannefe of his 

birth, the poverty of his life, the 

low offices in which it was engaged, in 

preach • 
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ing die Gofpel to the poor, the mcon*- 

veniences which attended the execution 

of it, in having no where to lay his head^ 

ail fpokc the fame language ; — that 

the God of truth (hould fubmit to th© 

fiifpicion of an inopoftiire : his humble 

deportment under that^ and a thoufand 
provocations of a tbanklifs people, ftilf 

caijfes this charaiSter higher ^ ^and what 

exalts it to it's higheft pitch* the 

tender and pathetic proof he gave df the 
fiime - difpoikion at the conciuiion and 

great cataftrophe of his fufFering, — 

when a life full of fo many inftances of 
humility was crowned with the n>oft en- 
d^earing one of bt^mNing bimftlf even to- 

the dmtb of the c/ofs ; the death of a. 

flave, — ^ a malefaftor, drag'd to- 

Calvary without oppofition, -infulted 

ivithbut complaint. 



Keffed Jesus f how can the 



man who caHs upon thy name, but learn 
of thee to be meek and lowly in heart f 

• ^how can he but profit when fuch 

L.3 alef-, 
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t feflbn was fecondcd by fuch an ex- 
ample. . - 

If humility (bines fb bright ia the eba- 
rafter of Christ, fo does it in that of 
his religion ; the true Ipirif of which 

tends all the farae way. =T-chriftianity, 

when rightly explained and pra<5tifed, is 
all meeknefs and candour^ and love and 
courtefy 5 ^nd there is no one paffion our 
Saviour rebukes fo often, or with fo^ 
much (harpnefs, as that, one, which is 
fubverfive of thefe kind effedls, — and that 
is pride, which in proportion as it governs 
us, neceiffarily leads us on to a difcaurteou& 
opinion and treatment of others.— I fay^ 
neceffarily^ — becaufe 'ols a natural €onfe* 
qiience, and th^ progfef^ from the one to 
the other is unavoidable. 

This our Saviour often remarks in 
the charadter of the Phferifees -.^-^ — -tliey 
trufted in themfelves, — 'twas no wonder 
then they defpifed others. 

This, 
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This, I believe, might principally re- 
late to fpiritual pride, which by the way, 
is the' worft of all prides ; and as it is a 
very bad (pecies of a very bad paflion, I 
cannot do better than conclude the dif- 
courfe with fome remarks upon it. 

4 

In moft conceits of a religious fupert- 
wity, there has ufually gone hand in 
hand with it, another fancy, — which — I 
fuppofe has fed it — and that is, a perfua- 
fion of fome more than ordinary aids and 
illuminations from above — Let us exa- 
mine this matter. 

That the influence and affiftance of 
God's fpirit in away imperceptible to us, 
does enable us to render him an accept- 
able fcrvice, we learn from fcriptinre 
' — in what particular manner this is effedt- 
ed, fo that the adl (hall ftill be imputed 

ours the fcripture (ays not r we know . 

only the account is (b ; but as for any 
fenfiblc demonftrations of it'js workings to 

be fdt as fuch within us the word of 

L 4 God 
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God is utterly filent ; nor can that fiknce 

be fupplied by any experience. We 

have none ; unlefs you call the falfe pre^ 

tences to it fuch fuggefted by an en- 

thufiaftic or diftempered fancy. As cx- 
prcfsly as we are told and pray for the in- 

fpiration of God's fpirir, thqre are no 

boundaries fixed, nor can any be ever 
marked to diftinguilh them from the ef- 
forts and determinations of our own re^ 
fou : and as firmly as moft Chriftians be* 
lieve the effeiSts of them upon their hearts^ 
I may venture to affirm^ that fince the 
promifes were made, there never was. a 
cluidian of a cool head and found judg: 
ment, that in any inftance of a change of 
life^ would prefume to fay, which part of 
his reforniation was owing to divine help> 
'■ ■ ■ o r which to the operations of his own 
Xt^fidy or who, upon looking back, woul4 
pretend to ftrike the line, and fay, " here 
^* it was that ray own refledlions ended ;'* 
a nd at this point the fu^^eilions of 
the Ipirit of God bqgan to take place. 

Hbw-« 



However backwards the world haff 
been in former ages in the difcovery 
€>f fiich points as God never meant us 
to know, — —we have been more fuc- 

cefsful in our own days: thoufands- 

ean trace out now the impreJfions of this- 
divine intercoiirfe in themfelves, from 
the -fitft moment they received it, andi 
\rith fueh diffiinft intelligence of it'^ 
pnogrefs and- workings, as- to- require no> 
evidertce of it's truth. 

It muft be ownec^ that the prefent 
age has not altogether the honour of this; 
difcovery ;—— there were too many- 
grounds- given to improve on in the re-^ 

ligious cant of the laft century ; when 

the ifMromings^ in-dweilings, and out-lei^ 
tin^s of the Spirit, were the fubjedts of fi> 
much edification ; and, when, as they^ 
do now, the mo^ illiterate mechanicks? 
who as a witty divine feid of them^ were- 
much fitter to makez pulpit, than get into 
one, were yet able fo to frame their non*^ 
fenfe to the nonfenfe of the tinies^ as t^ 
'^ L 5 beg?t: 
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beget an opinion in their followers, not on- 
Jy that they prayed and preached by infpi- 
ratioQ, but that the naoft common adtton& 
of their lives were fct about in the Spirit of 
the Lord. 

The tenets of the Quakers (a harm- 
fcfs quiet people) are collateral defend- 
ants from the fame enthufiaftic original ; 
and their accounts and way of reafoning 
upon their inWard light and fpintual wor-- 
fliip, are jnuch the fame; which laft 
they carry thus much further, as to be- 
. Iteve the Holy Ghoft comes down upon 
their aflcmblies, and moves thtfn without 
regard to condition or (ex, to makeinter- 
ccflions with unutterable groans. — \ — 

So that in fadr, the opinions of Methodifts^. 
Bpon which I was firft entering, is but a re- 
publication with (bme alterations of the 
fameextravag^nt conceits; ai>d^ enthuii- 
afm generally fpeaks the fame language in 
all ages, 'tis but top fadly verified in this ; 
' for tho' we have not yet got to the old 
terms of the ia-comings and in-dweilings 

of 
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^the fpirit, — yet we have arrived to the 
fir ft feelings of it's enterance, recorded 
with as particular an exaftnefs, as an a6t 

of filiation^ fo that numbers will tell 

you the identical place, -the day of 

the tnonth, and the hour of the night, 
when the fpirit came in upon them, and 
took pofleffion of their hearts. 

Now there is this inconvenience on our 
fide. That there is no arguing with a 
frenzy of this kind ; for unlefs a repre- 
fentation of the cafe, be a confutation of 
it's folly to them ; they muft for ever be 
led captive by. a delusion, from which no 
reafoner can redeem them: for if you 
(hould enquire upon what evidence fo 

ftrange a pefuafion is grounded ? « 

they will tell you, " They feel it is fo." 

if-you reply. That this is no con- 

viftion to you, who do not feel it h'ke 
them, -and therefore would wifh to be 
fatisfied by what tokens they are able to 
diftinguifli fuch emotions from thofe of 
^ fancy and complexion ? they will anfwer. 
That the manner, of it is ir^ommunicar- 

ble 
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ble by human language, but *tis a 

matter of fadl, they feel it's opera* 

tioos as plain and diftin^t^. as the natural 
ieofations o( pleafur e, or the pains of a 

difordered body. And fince I have 

mentioned a difordered body, I cannot 
help fuggefling, that amongft the more 
ierious and deluded of dm fe(ft, ^tis much 
to be doubted whether a difordered body 
bas not oft times as great a (bare in let* 
ting in thefe conceits^ as a disordered 
mind. 

When a poor difconfolated drooping 
"creature is terrified from all enjoyment, 

prays without ceaiing *till his imar 

gination is heated, ^fafts and morti- 
fies and mopes, till his body is in as bad 
a plight as his mind ; is it a wonder^ that 
the mechanical diflurbances and conflii^ 
of an empty belly, interpreted by an emp- 
ty head, fliould be miftook for workings 
of a different kind from what they are, 

-or that in fuch a fituation, where 

. the mind fits upon the watch for extraor- 

'dinary occurrences, and the imagination 

ia. pre-engaged on it"s fide, is it flrange 

if 
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if every commotioit (hould help to fix 
him in this malady, and make him a fit- 
ter fubjedt /or the treatment of a Phyli- ^ 
cian than a Divine. 

la many cafes, they feem fo much a* 
bove the Ikill of either, that unlefs God 
in his mercy rebuke this lying fpirit, and 

call it back, ^ — it may go on and per* 

fuade millions into their deftru£tion* 
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Romans i. 22. 

ProfeJ/ing tbemfelves to be wife^ fbey ie^ 

came foals. * 

THERE is no one projedl to which 
the whole race of mankind is fo 
luiiverfally a bubble,, as to that of being 
thought, Wife ; and the afFc^dlation of it 
is fo vifible, in men of all. complexions^ 
that you every day fee fome one or other 
fo very folicitous to eftablifh the charac- 
ter, as not to allow himfdf leifure to da 
the things which fairly win it ^ exr 

pending more art and ftratagern to ap- 
pear fo in the eyes of the world, than 
what would fuffice to make him fo ia 
truth. 

• • ■ . .. . ,f^ 
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-It is owing to the force of this defixf^ 
that you fee in genera), there is no inju- 
ry touches a man fo fenfibly, as an in- 
fult upon his parts and capacity : tell a 
man of other defefts, that he wants 

learning, induftry or application, he 

will hear your reproof with patience* 
Nay you may go further : take him. in a 
proper feafon, you may tax his morals, 

—you may tell him he is irregular 

in his cohduft, paflionate or re- 
vengeful in his nature, loofe in his 

principfes ; deliver it with the gen- 

tfenefs of a friend, poffibly he'll not only 

hear with yoii, but, if ingenuous, 

ne will thank you for your ledlure and 

prom lie a reformation ; but hint, 

^int but at a defcft in his intetleadals^ 

;; - — -touch hut that fore place, 

trom that moment you are looked upon 

as an enemy fent to torment him before 
Ills tirxie o 4^ • 

bis r^r * '" return may reckon upon 

that f„ °'^«nt and ill-will for ever; fo 

•^nat he is a knave than a fool, 

•and 
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>— — and ftand a better chance of being 
forgiven, for proving he has been want- 
ing in a point of common honefty, than' 
41 point of common fenfe. 

Strange fouls that we are ! as if to hVc 
well was. not the greateft argument of 

Wifdom ;- —and, as if what refledl- 

ed upon our morals, did not moft of all 
refleft upon our undcrftandings ! 

This, however, is a refledion we make 
a fhift to overlook in the heat of this pur- 
fiiit ; and tho' we all covet this great cha- 
racter of Wifdom, there is fcarce any 
point wherein we betray more folly thun 
in our judgments concerning it ; rarely 
bringing this precious ore either to the 
tefl: or the ballance ; and tho* tis of the 
laft confequence not to. be deceived h\ it^ 
.w e generally take it upon truft, 
— • — ^feldom fufpefited the quality,, but 
never the quantity of what has fallen to our 
lot. So that however incojififtent a man 
fliall be in his opinions of this, and what 
abfurd meafures|, ipeysr he takes in con-j 

fequencc 



ftquence of it, in the condiidl of his Ufe^ 
h e ftiU fpeaks comfort to his foul ^ 
and like Solomon, when he had leaft pre- 
tence for it, 1 in the midft of his non* 

fenfe will cry out and fay, That atl 

my leifdam remainctb ivitb the. 

Where then is wiftiom to be found ? 
txA where is the place of vinderftand- 

' The politicians of this world, profeffing 

tbemfelves wife, admit of no other 

elaims of wifdom but the knowledge oi 
men and bufinefs, the underftanding the 

intei^efts of ftates, the intrigues of? 

Courts, the finding out the paffioilg 

and wcaknefles of foreign minifters,— - 
and turning them and all events to their 
country's glory and advantage. ■ ■ ■ - * 

— •^ — ~Not i(b the littfe man of thiy 
world, who thinks the main point of 
wi(3om, is to take care of himfelf ; 
■-——to be wife in his gerierarion ;— — 
to make ufe of tJie opportunity whiMfc 

he 
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ihe has it, of railing a foitiine^ and he^ 

^^diziijg a name- Far wide is the 

fpeci:dative and ftudious man (whofe office 
is in the clouds) from fuch little ideas : 
m wifdom dwells with him in find- 
ing out the fecrets of nature ; ■ ■ f oimd* 
ing the^ depths of arts and fciences •,— 
zneafuring the heavens ^ telling the num- 
Jber of the ftars, and calling them all by 
their names ; fo that when in our buly 
imaginations we have built and unbuilt 
regain God's fortes in the heavens i ' ■ ■ 
.and fancy we have found out the point 
<wfeereon to fix the foundations of the 
earth ;: and in the language of the book 
^f Job, have fearched out the corner 
ilonc thereof, ^e think our tides to wif- 
clom built upon the fame bafi» with thofe 
of our knowledge, and that they will 
^contmue for ever. 

The miftake of thefe pretenders, is 
(hewn at large by the Apoftle, in the 
chapter from which the text is taken, 

-: ^^Profeffing themfelves Wise,- 

in which expreffion (by tlic way) St. Paul 

is 
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is thought to allodc to the vanity of 
the Greeks and Romans, who being 
great encouragers of arts and learning, 
A^hich they had carried to extraordinary 
heights, confidered all other nations '«(§ 
Barbarians^ in refpeft df themfHves ; 
and amongft whom, particularly the 
Greeks, the men of ftudy and enquiry, 
had affumed to themfelves, wtth great 
indecorum, the title of the Wife Men. 

With what parade and oilentatioh 
foever this was made out, it had the 
fate to be attended with one of thfe 
moft mortifying abatements which couM 
happen to wifdom ; and that was afi 
ignorance of thofe points which moft 
concerned man to know. 

This he (hews from the general ftatc 
of the gentile world, in the great, arti- 
cle of their mifconceptions of the Deity 

-and, as wrong notions produce 

wrong aftions, of the duties and fer- 

vices they owed to him, and in courfe 
of what they owed to one another. 

For 
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Tor though, as he argues in the fore- 
going verfes, The invifible things 

of bimfrom the creation oftbcQDorld might 
be clearly feen and underftood^ by the things 
tpat ape made ; — that is» — Though God by 
the cleareft difcovery of himfelf, had e- 
ver laid before mankind fuch evident 

proofs of his eternal Being, his infinite 

powers and perfedions, fo that what is 
to be known of his invifible nature, 
might all along ^e traced by the marks 

of his goodnefs, and the vifibie feame 

and order of the world.: yet fo utter- 
ly were they without excufe, ^that 

though they knew God, and faw his 
image and fuperfcription in every part of 

his works, yet they glorified him not.-^ 

So bad a ufe did they make of the pow- 
ers given ihem for this great ^difcoveiyj 
thatinftead of adoringthe Being thus ma- 
nifefled to them, in purity and truth, 
they feU into the mod grofs and abfurd 

delufions ; charged the gJory of tie in- 

corruptible Godj into an image made like 

ftttto corruptible men^ ■ 'to birds^ to 

four 
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four footed beajis and creeping things y 
Prrfej^g tbmfiflves to be wi/c,-~— *fy 

became fools. All thetf .ipeciaus wif- 

4om wets but a more glitfa&ring kind c^ 
Ignorance, and ended in the nooft dUhon-* 

ourable of all mift^es, in fetting up 

fictitious gods, to receitie the tribute of 
their adoration and thanks. 

The fountain of religbn being thus 
pDifoned, — -no wonder the ftream Shew- 
ed it's ef{t<fts, which are charged ufon 
them in the following words, where he 
defcribes the heathen world as full of uU 

unrigbttwfnefs^ fornication, covet- 

euTnefs, malicioufnefs, fuH of naur-- 

der, envy, debate,-; — malignity, 

whifpercrs, — - backbiters, haters oif 

Goo, piDud, boafters, invent- 
ors of evil things,^ difobedient to pa* 

«rents, — —without undcrftanding, without 
natural affedlion, • ^implacable, un- 
merciful ! God in heaven defend us 

f^om fuch a catabgue J 

But 
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But thcfe diforders^ if fairly confider- 
ed, yau'U lay, have iii ik> ages arif9ri {o 
much from want of lights as a want of 
difpofition to follow the light which Goo 
has ever imparted : that the law writ- 
ten in their hearts, was clear and ex- 
press enough for. any reafbnable crea- 
tures^ and would have direAed them^ 
had they not fuifered their paflions noore 
forcibly to diredV them otberwife i that 
if we are to judge from this effedl, 
namely, the corruption of the world, the 
fame prejudice will recur even againft the 
Chriftian religion ; fince mankind have 
at leail been as wicked in latter days, as 
in the more remote and fimple ages of 
the world ; and that, if we may truft 
to fafts, there are no vices which the 
Apoftle fixes upon the heathen world,be- 
fore the preaching of thp gofpel, which 
may not be paralleled by as black a catar 
logue of vices in the Chriftian world 
fince. 



•rt ■ 
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This neceffarily brings ,us to an cnqd- 
xy. Whether Chriftianity has done the 
world any fervice ? ■ ■ aild. How far 
the morals of it have been made better 
Since this fyftem has 1>een embraced ? : 

In K tigati ng this, one might oppofe 
fafts to fafts to the erwi of the world, 
without coming one jot nearer the point. 
Let lis fee how far their miftakes con- 
cerning the Deity, will throw light upon 
the fubjeiSL 

That there was one ftpreme Being 
who made this world, and who ought 
to be worftiipped by his creatures, is 
the foundation of all religion, and fo ob- 

vious atrmhin nature,- —that Reafon, 

as the Apoftle acknowledges, was always 
4able to difcover it : and yet it feems 
ftrange, that the fame feculty which 
made the difcovcry, fliould be fo little 
able to keep true to its own judgment, 
and fuppon jt long againft the prejudices 
of wrong h^ads, and ,the propenfity of 

weak 
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f' 

weak ones, towards idolatry and a mul- 
tiplicity of gods. 

'For want of fomething to have gone 
hand in hand with reafon, and fixed the 
perfuafion for ever upon their minds, 
that there was in truth but one God, 
the Maker and fupporter of Heaven and 
Eartb, — > — infinite in wifdom and know- 
ledge,, and dl perfections •- — "— — how 
loon was this fimple idea loft, and man- 
kind led to difpofe of thefe attributes in- 
' herent in the God-head, and divide and 
fubdivide them again amongft deities, ' 
which their own dreams had given fub- 

ftance to ^ '- — ^his eternal power and 

dominion parcelled out to gods of the 

land,- to gods of the fea,-^ ^^to 

gods of the infernaPregions ; whilft the 
great God of gods, and Lord of lords,, 
who ruleth over all the kingdoms of the 

world, ^who is fo great that nought 

is able to controul or withftand his pow- 
er, was fuppofed to reft contented with 
his allotment, . and to want power to aft 

M 2 with- 
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within iuch parts of his empire, ds they 
difmembercd and affigned to others^. . 



If the number of their gods and 
fmrtition of their power, \^iild Icflfeii the 
idea of their m^efty, What mnft be the 
opinions of their origin? When inftead of 
that glorious defcriptionj which Scrips 
ture gives of ** The Ancient of "Days 

^* who inhabiteth eternity/* ^they 

gravely affigned particular times and pea- 
ces for the births and education of f heif 
gods 4 fo that there was fcarce a bamtet 
or even a defert in Greece or Ita]y^ which 
was not rendered meinorabk by^fome^ 
tour or accident of this kind. 

And what rendered fuch conceits the 
more grofs and abfurd^ ■ they fufH 

pofed not only that the gods they wor- 
ftipped had a beginning, but that they 
were produced by flefhly parents, and ac- 
cordingly, tliey attributed to them cor- 
poreal fhapes and difference of fe* : and 
rndeed in this they were a little cortfi- 
ftent, for their dekies feemed to partake 

fo 
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Jo much of the fnikie* to^t/bkh flefli and 

• • • 

^i^Qod is fubje^ that thek hifiory and 
4ib^r i^di^ee 'v^s^ taud^ of d^piecc^ and 
JB5iglit;^,ce8fiuuiUy chim ^ach other. For 
they iinpittod/to dicsm .BOt only the hu- 
man defedVs of ignorance,^ want, fear, and 
1^ ilkc^ \xA the mofl unmanly fenfiiali- 
4i€s^ Bsisi ]idaat would be a reproach to 
Ifisfnaa natmae;, " ■ ■ ' fmch as crudty, a- 
dulteriea^ caj^ moefts ; ^tnd even in 
the accounts which we have from the 

iuWimefl: of ibek poet s ^what are 

riaaey^ )bnt anecdotes of their fquabbles 

embngffi thsmfclves, -' nheir intrigues, 

ffieir jcklcoifies, iiihcir ung&vemable tuanf- 
piajtfs of GbQler,*-r-t-nay, .even tfieir thefts, 
-their drtmkennefe, and bbodflied ? 



9 i j >">i' 



Here Jet us itop a moment and enquire, 
«ihat JWaiB Reafim doing ail this trme, to 
be fo imifcBably infiiked and abufed f 
Where heid (he tier .empire whilft her 
liul*rarks were thus borne down, and her 
fkft principles .of reKgibn and tnrfh Jay 
buried under them ? If (he was able by 

' "" to regain the power flie had loft, 

M 3 and. 
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and put a ftop to this folly and ccmfti- 

ffbn, ^why did (he not ? If flie was 

not able to refift this tbrrent alpne,-*^ 

the point is giveniip— :^ ^ftie :iMated 

aid } and revelation has ^ven' it. ,^ >> 

But tho' reafon, you'll fay, could not 
cfverthrow thefe popular miftakes, { ' 
yet it faw the folly of them, and was 
at all times able to difprove them. 

No doubt it was ; and it is certain, 
too, that the more diligent enqyirers^ 
after truth, did not in fa£k fall iato 
thefe abfurd notions, which by th^ way, 
js an ob(ervation more to our puipoie 
than theirs, who ufually make it, and 
(hews that tho' their reafonings were 
good, that there always wanted ibme* 
thing which they could not fupply to 
give them.fach weight, as would lay as 
obligatioa upon mankmd to emb^ce 
them, and make that to be a law, 
which otherwife was but an opinion 
without force, 

' Be(ide& 



. Befrfes, — — which is a taore iirt€i 
^mtwerr — r— thou^ 'tis tree, the ablc(% 
Mien gsHTcnod^dit toljiejiOTlciplicity o£ 
gods,— "^^-^ — "(for thtfh^a rdjgion fot 
thenifelves, and another for the populace> 
yet they were guilty of what in effedt was 
equally bad^ in holding an opinion which 
iiecfeffarilEy fopported thefe very xmftakes^ 
-^—namely, thac a& dtfFerent nations had 
different gods, . it was every man*s duty 
(I ftippofe more for quietnefe than princi- 
ple's iake) to wor(hip the gads of his 
Country ; which by the way, confidering 
Aeir 'numbers, was not foeafy a tafk^ 
——for what with celeftial gpds, and gods 
aerial, terreftrial and infernal, with the 
goddei&s, their, wives and miftreffes, 
upon the bweft coniputation;, the heatheni 
world acknowledged no lefs than thicty 
thoufand deities, all which claimed the 
rites and ceremonies of religious woe- 
ihip. 



» ' 
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' Bar, ^fwlll be faid, allewmg tfce b^k 

«>f nisinfciad •f^r^re under liicfe ^li^ion^ 

--*-^-they' W^rt iWII bat ^^oaladvtt.-— ^ 

Wlwt tnte'fhttt' to their prafticef-fcewfVer 

<iefe<aive in their theology aad more oJ^- 

&ra6ted pointSy ^thcir morality w«s 

jJo way c)Of2ne<5ied with-it. " ■ ■ ■ There 
is no heed,* that the cYetiaftixig \avrs of 
jiiftice and mercy Ihould be. fetched dowxi 
from above, -^- iince they caa be prov- 
ed irom more obvious mediunis 5 ■ 
tftey iv^ere as neceflary. for the fame good 
purpo&s of fpcicty then as^ jio^ ;„ aiid we. 
jpay: pre{uaj^o they f&w their m^reft and 

. That rite iicceffities of .focicty, and the 

i«»PJffib,f,tifes of it'* iiiWiffiag otbcrwife, 

»r6uJd pent but the convcoicftoe, or i£ 

*^" ' - , / the duty o£ £>cial vlctuM. 

ve how tli«- ^^ . "'®*^ ■* cannot con- 
''e one, ,n the true and me- 

ritorious 
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ntotibf^ fcnfe of d^ 4uty, <:an aft with- 
sumt jiJie idjEh]£»oe of the xiiher : furely the 
•fttoft (txidted jQhotive which caa only he 
'dispcniled yipon f<M: the utHfarm praftice 
«f f9nl]iM,«-------^tn^ cocne dcwA from 

i(A»z;fir*--^-TfirQmidi$ lo^e and imitattOQ of 
the goidoeft <tiif tfiat Being in wiiofe £gbt 
we wifli to render ourfelves acceptable : 
itts' 9n)l toppisi^t^ ftt all times and -aU pla- 
ceft ( ' ■ " . T ni- tfae i^iifkeft clofet as much as 
^ the g!l»teft )ai|^ i&oft puhUc theatres 
<if iflie ^orkl-* * 

But: *w]|h di^S^ireif^ ^x^oceptidns of thp 
ileiiy^ er fuch iiHfp^Fe <j)nes as they enr 
tertained, is it to be doubted whether ia 
the many fecret tryab of our virtue, we 
ihouW-uot determine our cafes of confci- 
wice with much the fame kind of cafuift- 
ry as that pf the Libertine in Teren^^ 
who bcing^ eri^ged in a very unjuftifi- 
able purfuif, andvhappeningto fee a pic^ 
tuse wUch i^eprefented a known flory of 

|iapiter in like tranfadion, argued 

the mailer, .^hus within hirafelf. ./i ; ■ If 
die. .'great Jupiter could, not reftrainijis 

M 5 appetites. 
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appetites, and deny himfelf an indulgence 

of this kind, ego HomunctOy hoc fim 

facerem f (hall I a mortal, an inconfi- 

derable mortal too, cloadied. with, iqfir* 
mities of flefh and blood, — — pr^tcaid to 
a virtue, which the Father of gods aid 
men could not ? What iniblence ! 

The condufion was natural enou^ ; 
and as fo great a mailer of nature pats 
it into the • mouth of one of his prin- 
. cipal characters, no doubt the lan- 
guage ^ was then underftood ; it was 
copied from common life, and was not 
the firil application which had been made 
of theftory: « ' 

It will fcarce admit of a queftion, 
Whether vice would not naturally grow 
bold tipon the credit of fuch an ex- 
ample i or whether fuch impreffiona 
.did not influence the lives and moi'^ 
of many in the heathen world; and 
had there been no other proof of it, 
biit the natural tendency of fuch: nor 

tions 
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tTons to corrupt tKem, it had been fuf- 
ikie»t tcafon to believe it was. fo. 



> > 



. Ka .dotibty there is fufficiOTt room 
^i '4ijien4aient . in the chriftian wrld, 
.«nd we may be faid to be a very corr 
rupt and bad generation o£ men, con- 
iidering what motives we have; from 
j^ pg^rky of our reUgiois^ ^and th^ 
fejrpe of it'sr fan£tioii& ta make . VIS- bet-^ 

jterl; PT- yet ftill I affirm, if thefe 

xeftraiirts. were taken . oiaf, the world^ 
.would be infinitely worfe: and though 
Xome fenfe of morality- might, be. pre- 
ferved, as it was jn the _ heathen- world^. 
,with the, more confiderat^ of us, yet 
in general I am perfuaded^ that the 
Jbulk of mankind upon fuch. a fuppo- 
£tion, would foon come to live mfj^ 
wt God- Iff tbe^ world; and ' in. a . Ihort 
thne differ. Jrom Indians themfelves ia. 
little elfe but their complexions^ 



, • • , . . .IT 
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If after ap. *« chriftian rcli^on h»» 
not let a fufficient provifion agMnft 

the widcedneft of <!ie woirM, r 

die Ihort and true anftirer is di», Tfcat 
there can be none. 

It IS fufficient to have m without 
excufe, that die exceWencv cS Aas i»- 
ftitution in tw doarine, it's precepted 
and it's Examples, lias a proper tea- 
dency to make us a virtuous and a hap- 
py people 5-- ^every page is an ad- 

dreTs to our hearts to win them to thefe 

jpurpofcs ; but as religion was not 

intended to work upon men by force 
and natural neccffity, but by moral per- 
iuafion» wbidi fcts good and evil be- 
fell them,— — fo that if men have pow- 
« to do the evil and chufe the good, 

* and will abufe it, this cannot 

be avoided. Religion ever impKes a 

freedom of choice, and all the beings 
in the world which have it, were created 

free to ftand and free to fall. 

^»nd therefore men who will not be pcr- 

fuaded 
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fuaded by this way of addrefs, muft 
expert, and be contented to be rec- 
koned with according to the talents 
they have received. 



SER- 
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The ABUSES of CONSCIENCE 

CONSIDERED. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

AS the folfowrng Sermon Tipon- iftufti 
of Confcience,has already appdlfeaiti 
the body of a moral work, more read than 
llftderflikjtf,' the' Klftof Ift^^^^i^fM^ of 
thofe ^hft have pwdiared iBn to^apc^^ 
and in Ais dfo, for being madfe to pay 
twice aftually for the fame thing. * 

■ The cafe is common : but 

it was judged that fome might better 
like it, and others better underftand it 
juft as it was preached, than with the 
breaks and interruptions given to the 
fenfe and argument as it (lands there of- 
fered to the world. 

It was an Affize Sermon, preached in 
the Cathedral Church at York, and wrote 
by the fame hand with the others in thefe 
four volumes, and as they are probably 
the laft (except the fweepings of the Au- 
thor's ftudy after his death) that will be 
publiftied, it was thought fit to add it to 
the collection,— ——where moreover it 

(lands 
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flunk a dance of being read by many 
grave people with a much iafer coa^ 



AH the Editor wiOiea^ i% That this may 
not after all^ be one of thofe many abufes 
' of itiet fiurdi in what he know going t» 
read* 
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For we truft ' we have a good 



Con/cience^' 



- V' ./ : . ■ : .■'; 



rrlRUSTl-rrrTru^ we hav^ a.good 
' X Confcieqcp!-7 — : — Surely,, yoij >v:ill 
fay, if there is any thing in this life which 
a man may depend upon, and to the 
knowledge of which he is capable of ar- 
riving upon the moft indifputable evidence^ 

it muft ' be this vefy. .thing,- -. — rW|ie^ 

ther he has a gopd Qonfcience or na 

If a man think;a at all, he cani;iot well 
be a ftrangeTjtp t^ tniCri^ate of this .^c-f 
C9unti'-*^tie . muft^be pf i^ to his owx 
'; V " thoughts 
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Iboughts and defire a ■ H e muft re- 
membtf his paft purfuits, and know cer- 
tainlyihe typ e fpringg itnft mnri^i^g^ isduclv 
in general, have governed the actions of 
his life. 

hix>ther matters^ we JBsgr be.deceiv^*d 
by fdfe app6^ances; and, ' as -thfe wife 
tnan complains, Harelip <2o <u}e gutfs aright 
ai the tbingsitbHi^an^ftpmthe earthy and 
fvitb labour dQ we findtbe things that are 
before us: — '- — but here the mind has aU 
the evidence and fadls within Tierfelf : 

IS conicious of the web (he has wove : 

l^( ■ .i ' knows • ^ ti Jte«ttrre- !^& ^-tihtnfl^ 
Md the^ejc^ «fearc~ wrJileh every^ailfon 
lias had in working up6n th^ leverd de- 
figns^ which virttieor Tice has plahri*d be- 
fter. 



-- ^owv=j^aii Cohfcieilce fe irolthmg elfe 

but the IcftoWIedge which ftfe ttkoA %ai 

within itfelf of this ; and the judgnienty 

either of apph>bation or eenfiire, -wMch 

htin#roi<iilh!yttiac^i tqpbfa'the^fiiidefliire 

mtkti of t>ur •l&c8^--i-i^s -ffefl^^ >^ 
'• '• will 



^ill fay^f firdmthe very terms of die ffrpfxv 
iiti9%wb0iever tbi& inward tefttmony gpe& 
^igf^afta m^n, todhe ftanvds Tdf-accufed^ 
-r-rrrltet b^ Wiift ueceffajrily be a jfHi/Oi 
ftum^Jcad^ cm the contrary, when the rjE^r 
port is favourable on his fide, and Ihs 
beart-condemfia him not,--*— that it ia 
not a matter of fruj^i as the Affile inti- 
mates, but a. sisuat^ep; pf certainty and fa^ 
that, the €9nfckn€t is gimi^ and that the 
man. mwft h^igood ajfft; i ,. ^- 

At 0rft fight, chi^ may ikem to be • 
tfciie ileitis 0f the cafei a^d I make no 
^ubt' but vlb^ l^noifledge of ri^t and 
wrong is ib t|i|[y imf:^e&'4 upon the mind 
of man:; that^ did no fuch thing ever bap* 
pen, as that the confcience of a man, by 
long habits oiSm^ n|^ght(as the Scripture 
aflhifcd.us.lt may.)in&D&bly become hard ^ 
ind^ like Jfoabe tender parts of his body, 
by::mucbilrefs, arid (iontin^al hard ufage, 
lofc, by degrees^ that nice fenfe and per- 
ccpiioa with which God and nature en- 
dowed it: ^Did this never happen :•*— : 

or was it certain that felf-love could ne- 
ver 



ret hang the lead bias upon the Judgment : 
or that the little interefts bekw eould 
fife up ancl perplex thle- faculties of ouf 
upper regions, and encompafd them about 
with clouds and thick darknefs : ' 
eould no fuch thing as favour and aflfec^ 
tion enter this facred cdurt: ' > d id^ 
Wit difdain to take a bribe in it, or 
was aftiamed to (hew its face "Sis an advo- 
cate for an unwarrantable enjoy noent: — 
or, laftly, were wcaflured that Intbrest 
flood always unconcerned whilft the caufe 
was hearing,— —and diat^AssioK never 
got into ^e judgment feat, and pronoun^ 
ced fentence in the Aead of reafon, which 
is fuppofed always to prefide and det^- 

mine upon the cafe: ^was this truly fo, 

as the objedion muft (uppofe, no doubt, 
then, the religious and moral ftate of a 
man would be exaiftly • what he himfelf 
efteemed it ; and the guilt or innocence of 
every man's life could be known, in ge- 
neral, by no better meafure, than the 
degrees of his own approbatioii or cea* 

fure: . '' ; . • . 

' . ' 

I own, 
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I ovmf in one cafe, whenever a man's 
^onfcbnce does accufe him (as it feldom 
errs on that fide) that he is guilty; and; 
unlefs in melancholy and hypochondriac 
.<:ares, we may fafely pronounce that there 
48 always fiifficient pounds for the accu- 
lation. 

But, tlie converfe of the propofition 

will not hold true, —namely. That 

wherever there is guilt, the Confcience 
muft accufe; and, if it does not, that man 
is therefore innocent.-^ — ^This is not 
faft :* T f o that the common confolation 
which fome ^good'Chriftian or othfer is 

hourly adminiftring to himfelf, 

That he thanks God, his niind docs not 
mifgive him; and that, confequently, he 
has a good Confcience, becaufe he has a 

quiet one As current as the inference 

is, and as in&Uible as the rule appears 
at firft fight, yet, when you look nearer 
to it, and try the truth of this rule upon 
J>lain fadls, you find it liable to fo much 

error, from a falfe application of it: 

the 
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the principle on which it goes {o often 

perverted : the whole force of it loft, 

and ibmetimes fo- vilely caft away, that 'j\ 
IS painful to produce the common exam^ 
pies from human life, which confirm this 
account. 

A man fhall be vicious and utterly de^ 
bauched in his principles ; exceptionable 
his conduct to the world : ihall live (hame- 
lefs', ■ ■ in the open commiflipn c^ a fin 
which no reafon or pretence can juftifyi 
■ " a fin, by which, contrary ta all the 
workings of humanity within, he (h^ 
ruin for ever the deluded paxtnec.of Ivs 
guilt; — . . rob her of her bed dowry; 

'. and not only covet; her own head 

with diftionour, but involve a whole vir* 
tvvous family in (hame and forrow for her 
fake. Surely,- — ^you'll think, confdencc 
mult lead fuch a man a troublelbme life ; 

^he can have no reft night or day 

from its reproaches* . 



Abs! 
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Ak^.! Cpnfcience had fomething elfe to 
cloaUthis tin^Q.tliaa: break in upon him; 
AS ^Itfak reproached the god Baal, this 
d(Wi^C;Gjod^ WAS eiriier talkingi or purfw. 
ing^ orw^ Tf^ a jpurneyj or^ pcradventure^ 
be fiept.y and, could not he awoke. Perhaps 
he was gone out in company, with Ho^ 

KouB,^ ta£g^t n duelj to pay ofFfome 

debt)at play 57^7— rordiftycannuity tl^e jbar^ 
gain of .hi;5 luJOt.-rT — ^Perhaps^ Confcience 
all this time was engaged at home, talk^ 
ing. aloud agiioft petty larceny, and exet 
?uting:cV^g^i3jc^ upon fome fpch puny 
ci:irnje%aahiiS.fiw:tuije and rank^in life, fe^* 
cur^ed/him^gBbft all: temp^atiof?. of.com. 

muting; : fo that he Jives a^ fuerrilyi 

— — fleeps as foundly in his bed,- • 

and, at the laft, meets death with as much 
yncQAcem^-— -^perhaps,, n^ucli rino^re,- fb 
th^n^ajixiu.ch ibiptter/rpan. . 
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Another ts (brdid, nnmercifbir 



a ftratt-hearted, felfini wretch, incapable 
either of private friendfhips, or poblic fpi- 

rit. ^Take notice how he paffes by the 

widow and orphan in their diftrefs; and 
fees ali the miferies incident to -human 

Kfe without a figh or a prayer ShaJf 

not Confcience rife up and fting \iim oti 

fuch occafions ? No. Thank God^ 

there is no occafion. * I pay every man 

* his own, 1 have no fornication to an- 

* fwcr to my Confcience, no faithlcft vows 

* orpromifesto makeup, I have debauch'd 

* -no man^s wife or child. ^Thsnk GoDj 

I am not as other men, adulterers, un- 

^ juft, or even as this libertine who Aandfi 

* before me/ 

A third fs crafty and defigriingm his na- 
ture. — . — ^View his whoJe life,-r-*tis no- 
thing elfe but a cunning contexture of 
^ark arts ^d unequitable fubterfuges 
^fely to defeat the true intent of all laws, 
pjain dealing, and the fafe enjoyment of 
^w icveral properti^ ^y^^u will fee 

Bicli 
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luch a one, working out a frame of little 
deigns upon the ignorance und perplexi- 
ties of the poor and needy man: — Shalf^ 
ffitife a fortune upon the inexperience of a^ 
y^uth , ■ ■ or the unfufpe<^ing temper of 
his friend, who would have trufted him^ 
with his life. When .old age comes on, * 
ajid repentance calk bim to. look backi 
u|)on tibis blaclc account, and ftate it over, 
again with his Confcience—— Confci-. i 

cnce looks into the Statutes at largCy : 

finds perhaps no exprefs law broken by : 

what he has done; r^erceives no* 

penalty or forfeiture incur«r'd fcefif- 

no fcouigc waving over his, head,— —-—' ^ 



or prifon opening its gate upon him. — ^—i 
What is there to af&ight his Confcience ? 
Confcience has got fafely en^ 
trench'd behind the better of the law, fits ' 
there invulnerable, fortified with aafeJ ^ndi. ; 
reparts fo ftron^y on all fides,- ■ . 

that'tisnotpreackingcandifpoirefs it of its 
Jiold. 



N i Anotlier 
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Another. n»Ii want even this refuge,— 
ihall bre^ thro' all this ceremony of flow 
cjucaae^ fcoms the doubtful workings of- 
fecret pbts and cautious trams to briD^. 

about his purpofe. -See the barc- 

fac'd, villain how he cheats, lyes, perjures, 

robs, murders,—^ ^horrid? But, in-' 

deed much better was not to be expefted 
ia this cafe. ■ T he poor man was in 

the dark! His prieft had got the 

k^ping of his Confcience, and all 

he had let him know of it was. That he 

muft believe in the Pope;* ^go to mafsj 

— crofs- bimfelf; — tell- his beads ^ — be a 
good Catholic J and that this in all con- 
fcience was enough to carry him to hea- 
ven. What?- ^if he perjures? 

Why,-— — he had a mental re/ervation in 
it> But if he IS fo wicked and abandoned • 

a wretch as youf'reprefent him, If he 

robs, or murders< Will, not -Confcience on 
every fuch ad, receive a wound itfelf: 

r"^ ^y ^ut the man has carried 

, « to confeffion, the wound digefts there, 
and Will do well enough, and in a 

r *? (hort 
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'fliort time be quite healed, up by ab- 
folution. 

O Popery 1 what Jiaft thou to anfwer 
for ? when not content with the too 

ma:ny natural and fotal ways thro' which 
the heart is every day thus treacherous tb 

kfelf above all thi-ngs, thou haft 

wilfully fct open this wide gate of deceit 
before the face of this unwary TCraruelUr^ 

' too apt, God knows, to go aftray of 

iimfeif,' and confidently fpeak peace 

to his foul, v^hen there Is no peace^ 

Of this the comnnoh inftahces, which 
I have drawn out of life, are too notorious 
to require much evidenced If any man 
'doubts the reality of them, or thinks it 
impoflible for man to be fuch a bubble tp 

himfclf, — ^ ^I muft refer him a mor 

ment tohis refleftions, and {liall then ven- 
ture to truft the appeal with his own hcar^ 
*Let him confider in how different a de^ 
gree of deteftation, numbers of wicked 
ftdtions ftand -therey though equally bad 

and vicious id their own natures ^he 

N3 . will 
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Mill foon find thajf fiich of them a? ftrong 

iodication orcuftom have prompted him 

to commit, are generally drefled out and 

painted with all the falfe beauties which a 

loft and a flattering hand can give thetn j. 

and that the others to which he feels no 

propen/ity, appear, at once, naked and 

deformed^ fiirrounded with all the true 

circumftances of folly and dvftionout. 

: WTien JDavfd furprized Saul fleeping in 
the cave, and cut off the Ikirt of his robe, 

• —we read, his heart fmote him for 

what he had done. But, in the matter 

Qf Uriah, whbrGi a faithful and gallant fer- 

vant, whom ha ought to have loved and 

'honoured, fell to make way for his luft-, 

\f^kere Cori/c/ence had fb much greater rea- 

Jonto t^Vic^ thG alarm,— ^^his heart fmote 

him not.- A whole year had almoft 

>affed from the iSrft commiffion of that 
*D^'''~i7"^^ the time Nathan wasfentto 
e/elS^r • and we read not once of 
^fch L Za'Z^^^^ ^ heart, 



A. 



Thus 



SERMON XIL H3 

Thus ConCcicncey this once able monir 
tor,— — placed on high as a judge withia 

^g.- 2,n^ intended, by our Mater, as a 

juft and equitable one- too, by ian un- 
happy train of eaufea and impediments,. 
■■ . takes often fv^ch imperfeft cogni* 

zance of what paflesj ^does itsofHce 

fo negligently,.-^ fometiiijes fo corrupt- 
ly, ithat it is not to be trufted alone : andr 
therefore, we find, there isaneceflity, an 
abfoluteneceffity, of joiniBg another prin- 
ciple with it, ta aid, if not govern, it« dc-' 
terminations. 

Se^ thai if you^ would form a juft judjg-: 
ment of what is of infinite importance to 
you not to be mifled in; namely, in what 
degree of real merit you ftand, either as 
an hone^l^^ man,-- — a» ufeful citizea, — r— 

a.faithfulfubje£t to your king, or i^ 

good fervant to your God,^ call in 

Religion and Morality. — Look— 
What. 13 written in the law of God ? • 

4 

How readell thou?— ~ — Confult calm 

N4 • , ^ reafoQj^ 
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realbn, and the unchangeable obligatiofA 
^j lift ice and trndi, — — -What fay they i 

. Let Confcicnce determine the matter 
upon thefe reports, a nd then, if tby 

heart condemn tbee not^ ^which is the 

cafe the Apoftle fiippc^esj- the - r«le 

vill be infallibJe, Tlfou wiUbavenon" 

ftdence towards God\ that \s,.bave3vi& 

grounds to believe the judgment tho^ hail: 
paft upon thyfelf, is the judgment of 
God ; and notlRng elfe but an anticipa- 
tion of that righteous fentence, Wbidh^^U 
be pronounced, hereafter, upon thee: by 
that Being, before whom, thou art fi- 
nally to give -an account <tf thy adtioirs. 

Slejfed is the man, indeed then, as th"!^ 
Author of the bootc^f Ecihjiajticns €Xr 
prefles it, wbt> is not pricked with the muh 
Htnde af ibis fins. — r-^BleJfed is the man 
'who/e heart hath not condemned him^ and 
'^bo is not fallen from bis bope in tbe Lord, 
^befber be be^ricb, continues be, or *wbe- 
*berbe'be-poor,-^^rf'he have or good beatt 
•a bearit thus^guided and informed)— 

He 
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'He Jb all at all times rejoice in H cbedrfht 

countenance. ^His mind Jhall tell inht 

more than /even watchmen that Jfit 'ab(h)e 

'upon^a tower on high.' In the darkell 
doubts It fhail condivfl: him 'faftr riian a 
thotifand Cafuifts, and giVe'thte fta-tehfe 
lives in a better fecurity for his behaVioui", 

•than aJl the cfaiif^s and reftfidl Ions put 
together, which the wifdom of the^l^lf- 
lature is forced to multiply, forced, I 

-fey, as things -ftanld'; huttafi ta\{ps bling 

not a matter of original choice; but 9f 
pure neccflity, brought in to fence againft 
the mifchievous eiTqcls of . thofe Cficfci- 
ences which jare no law unto thcinfelves : 
wifely intwding by the many provifions 
made, That in all fuch corrupt or m& 
guided cafes, where principle and the 
checks of Confcience will not make lis 
upright,-r-t — tp fuppjy their force, and i?jy 
the terrors of jails and halters oblige us 

to it. : ; * .;r 

/ 

• * s 

, V ... 

To . have the fear, of God befpr^e our 

eyes ; and, in our mutixal . dealings wiih 

eactii ' other, to govern }Our a<5ti9i|s. by tbe 

: . N 5 eternal 
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eternal meafures of rig^ and wrong* 
the firft of thefe will comprehend the du- 
. tics of religion : the fecond thofe of mora- 
lity; which are (b infeparably conned^ed 
. togedier, that yoiji cannot divide thefe two 
S'abks^ even in imaginanon^ (tho* the at- 
tempt is often made in pradlice) without 
bredctngdnd mudjally deftroying them 
both. 



I /kid the attempt is often madev 



and fo it js; . ■ there beii^ nothing 

more common than to fee a man, who has 

»oJenfe at all of religion^ and inr 

deed hasjb mueb of honefty, as to pretend 

^o hone; who would yet take it as the 

birtereft affront, ihould you but hint at a 

fufpicfon of his moral charadker, — ^ ^or 

imagine he was not confcientioufly juft, 
and fcrupulom to the uttermoft mite. 




there is fome appearance that it 

to fufo^vcv '^^'^ ''^^ '^ "^^ ^\\\\n% even 
«rtue appearance of fo great a' 

*« to ^^^^^""^^ honefty; ^yet were 

. ^ ^^^ <^ gr^urids of it in the 

" ' prefent 
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]^efent cafe, I am pcrfuaded we Ihonld 
fiod Uttle reafon to envy fuch a man the 
boeour .of;4>}$! piptive. 



!. J •' 



• Let him declaim as pompoufly as be' 
€an on the 4ubje(fl, it will be found at Jaft. 
to reft upon no better foundation tlian 
e)U>er.hi$ inier^^ his pride, his eafe ; or 
fome^fuah Uttle ;ai>4.Qh^geable paifion^ 
as will give ua bu^ fmall dependence upon 
bis anions in matters of great ftrefsv 

. Give me kav^ to illuftrate . this by an 
example. ; 

■ ' . . "-> . * 

I know the banker I. deaJ with,.or the 
phyfician- 1 ufually call in, to be neithen 
©ftheni men of muah. religion : I hear^ 
them make a jeft of it every, day, and 
treat alt its fan<ftions with 'fo much fcora 
and contempt,, as to put the matter paft 
dQ^bti Well,— — ^notwithftandit}g this 
I put my fortune into the hands of tho 
on^ and, what is dearer ftill ta 

^ae,. I truft my life to the honeft fkill of 
the other.— r— Now. k% me examiae what 

is 
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IB ray rMfon for this great conMence.-^ 
Why^— in the firft place, I believe- ^mH 
there is no probability tlibt ^€her ef ttem 
will onploy the power, I pot into their 
hands, to my difackantage. I coiyfider 
that honefty fenres the purpofes of this 
life.— —I know their facets in the w6rkl 
depends opbn the fairaeft of their cha« 
xai33ers ;— —thiit Acy cannot hutt me 
witboot hm'tiog themfelves tnore. 

But put it othowife, namely, that inte- 
Bcft lay for once on the ot^er lide. — ^ 
That a cafe fhould happen wherein the 
one, without ftain to his reputation, could 
fecret my fortune, and leave me nsiked in 
the world y ■ ■ o r that the other could 
fend me out of it, and enjoy an eft^te by 
imy death, wiihom diiho.nmir^o himfdf 
orhisirt,—- *-In this cafe what hold hwe 
J of either of them?^^-^— —Religion', khe 
ftrongeft of all motives, is o'Ut of the 
queftionl— Inlereft, the next moft 'pow- 
erful iBotivc in this world, is ftrongly a^* 
gainft me. — ' — I'ftave nothing left to caflf 
into thelcale «o bafia^ice this temptation.' 

— Imuft 
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■^ muft lay at tl^c mercy df honour, 
(bm^ l^ch cflf^mcious principle.r- 
Siii^itr'feBprny ! for two of my bcft aod 
IBjdl »v|Ju«JbleJ5lcflriB^?j-*--~--*iTiy pio** 
per^ty and tny lile. 

As d^erefore we can have no^depen* 
dence ^^)0q loofrality without religion ^^^-^ 
^, On : tbeiiotharrhand^ diere is notUng 
better 40 bicexpeaed from rdigion-with- 
6ut'i^of^lhy ; nor ^an any ittan be fuppo-* 
ied to difcharge i>is duties to Ood, (what- 
ever fair appearances he may bang out 
that bedloes fo) if be does not pay as 
confcientious a regard to the duties, which 
he owes his fellow creature. 

This is a point capaWe in itfelf df ftri^r 
demonftration. -^-j-^-^^— Nevertbelefs, *ti* 
i^o rarity no fee . a man Vhofe real moral 
me!rit ftaiids ^ery low, who yet entfert^inii 
the higheft notion of himf(:lf, iii the light 
«f a devout and religious man. He (hall 
not only be covetous, revengeful, impla- 

capable, but even wanting inpoints' 

of common bonefty.--^ — ^Yct becaufe he 

talks 
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talks loud agaii^ft the infideKty of the 

age, ^is zealous for fome points" of 

fdigioo, -goes twtee a day tQ^htir^lf 

attspds the hcntments^ — ■ i inci 'imufe§ 

himrdf with a few inftrumentai -duticsof 

religion," fliall cheat his confcience 

into a judgment that for this he is a reli- 
gious man^ and has difcharged faithfuP 
ly hit duty to Gbp r and you wiW * find^ 
that fuch a man; thro* fence of this dfelo- 
lion, generally looks down with fpirituat 
pride upon every other roan who has ]e&' 
afieiflation of piety, tho*, perhaps, tenr 
times more moral honefly than himfelf.. 

T'Ais is Jikewfe a fire evil under the* 

fun i and I believe there is no one mif- 

taken principle which, for its time, has 

wrought more feriou^ HMfchiefa For a 

general prpof 0f this, examine the hiftoryr 

of the .Rofp»/h church. — ; See what 

fcenesof cruelty, murders, rapines, blood- 
ied, have all been fanaified by areli** 
gion not ftriaiy governed by morality. 



'J » 
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In faoKY many kingdoms of the world, 
has the trufading fword of this misguided. 
Saint- Errant fpared neither age, or me- 
rit, or.fcx, or condition. And, as 

he fought under the banners of a religion, 
which fet iiim loc^e ffom juftice and hu- 
manity,— ——he fliewcd none, — 

• mercilefsly trampled upon .both, heard 
neither the cries of the unfortunate, nor 
pitied their diftrefles. 

« 

If the teftimony of paft centuries 

in this matter. is not fufficient,*' con- 

•fider at this inftant, how the votaries of 
that religion are every da^ thinking to 
do fervice and honour to God, by aftions 
which are a difhonour and £bandal to 
themfelves. 

• » » 
To be convinced of this, go with me 

- for a moment into the prifbns of the in- 
quifition,— --Behold religion with mercy 
and juftice chain'd down under her feet, 

— ^ there fitting ghaftly upon a black 

tribunsrt, propp'd up with racks and in- 

ftrum^n^ 
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ftruments of torment. — '- — Hark! 
What ft piteous groan ! i-=— See the me- 
lancholy wretch who uttered it, >uft 
brought forth to unddgo the anguilh of 
a nuxic-trial) and endure the utrhoft pains 
that a ftudied fyftera of religious cruelly 
has been able to invent. Behold this 
helpl^fs viAim delivered up to his tor- 
mentors. His body fo wafted with for* 

.row and long confinement, you'll fee every 
nerve and'mufcle as. it fuffers. — Qbferve 
the lafl movement of that horrid engine, 

— : — What convulfions it has thrown 

bim into. Confider the nature of the. 

poflurein which he now, lies ftrctchcd,— 

1 What cxquiUte torture he endures by if. 
'Tisall nature can bear. Good 

. God! See bow it keeps his weary foul 
hanging upon his trembling Jips, willing 

to take its leave,- but not fuflfered to 

depart. Behold the udbappy wretch led 

back to his cell, driagged out of it 

again to meet the flames, and the 

infults in his lafl agonies, which this prin- 

. ciple^^ — ^this principle that th&tt can be 

. retigioD 
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religTon without morality^ has prepared 
for him. ' 

i • . ■ . : 

The ftirett way 'to try the merit of any 

difputed notion, —is to trace down 

the confequences fuch a notion has- pro- 
duced, and compare them with zjpirit of 

. chriftianity*-- ^'Tis the fhort and de-- 

cifive rule, which our Saviour has left 
for thefe and fuch like cafes,— and ?s 
worth a thoufand arguments.— — By tbeir 
jruiis^ fays he, yejballknow them. 

Thus religion* and morality, like fai[^ 
Triends and natural allies, can never be 
fet at variance, without the mutual ruia 
and diifhonour of therii *both ;- — ^and 
tvhoever goes about this unfriendly office, 

is no'well-wi'fher to either, and what- 

ever he pretends, he deceives his own 
•heart, and, I fear, his morality as well aa 
Ws religion will be vain. 



I win 
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r will add* no farther^ to the length of 
tliis difcourfe, than by two or thr6<e fliort 
and. independent rules, deducible frgm 
what has been faid. 

, tj{. Wlienever a man talks laudl'y a^ 
gainft religion, always fufpedt that it is 
not his reafon bvit his paflions which have 

got the better of hiscreci ;-A bad lift 

and a good belief are difagreeable and 
troublelbme neighbours, and where they 
feparate, depend upon it-, 'tis for no other ^ 
cpi^fe b^t quiptnefs fake.. 

,^dly. When a man. thus reprefented, 
tells you in any particular inftance, that 
foch a thing goes ^^/w/? his confciencCj^ 

^ always believe he means^ exaftly. 

the fame thing* as when Be tells you.fiich 

a thing goes againft his ftomacli, a 

J5refeat waat of appetite being generially, 
the true caaife of "both.. 
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In a word, — triift that man ra nothings 
—who has not a confctence in every thing* 

And in your own cafe remember this 
plain diftinftion, a miftake in which, has 
ruined thoufands. — That your confcience 
is not a law; — ^no, — God and reafon made 
the law, and has placed Confcience within 
you to determine, — ^not like an AJiatic 
Cadi^ according to the ebbs and fiows of 
his own paflions; — but like a Britijh judgt 
in this land of liberty^ who makes no 
new law,-^but faithfully declares that 
glorious law which he finds already 
written. 
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